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Shepherd Warrior's Life Reported in Mewspaper

I Thiz
Jadition....

— David accepts chatienge, King
Sanl lends armor, but shepherd
warrior refuses o use it.,.

(Page 2)

— Lerd God rejects Saul’s
Kingship, perhaps Shepherd David is
the next "Glory of Isract..”

(Page 3)

~ David's father-in-law tries to
kill him again, many assassination
attempts unsuccessiul..,

(Page 4}

— Spirit of God prevents men and

King Saul from arresting David...
(Pape 5)

— Enraged Saul nearly kills
Fonathan, Prince almost impated
when King throws spear at him...

{Page 8)

~ “Mighty Men” join Prince
David's rebellien, chis “rag tag" group
are oullows, n King spokesman says...

(Page D)

— King Saul's son meets fugitive
friend, Jonathan encourages David
during seerel Ziph Forest meeting..,

{Page 8)

~= Shepherd warrior refuses Lo kill
King, regrets cutting robe of “the
Lord’s ancinted...”

(Page )

~ Prophel Sumuel dies, Isracl's
tast Judge and Pricst buricd at
Ramabh...

(Page 10}

~= Nabal disrespects Pavidic

delegation, ten young men insulted,.,
(Page 11)

= David spares King's lifc aguin,
Army Caplain Abner chided for
sleeping on the job..,

{(Page 12)

== "Hebrews" expelied from
Philisline army, distrustful of David,
they are sent back 1o Ziktag..,

(Page 13)

— Israc] routed at Mount Gilboa
baitle, King Saul commits suicide, his
three sons, slain...

(Page 14)

— King Saul’s disobedicnce o0

God, distrust ol David, destroys him,
(Page 153

Shepherd boy slays Philistine giant

David, son of Jesse,
prevails over
Goliath of Gath

A sling and stone was all it ook for a
young shepherd boy to mortally wound
the Philisline champian, wilnesses atthe
hautle scene said.

The two armies, which had been
maobilized to fight at Shochoh for the past
40 days, watched in shock and disbeliel
as David, son of Jesse of Bethlehem.
Jjudah, launched the sione like a
projectile. The stone struck the 13-foot
Goliath of Gath in the head and David
beheaded the giant with his own sword.

“Who is this young man,” King Saul
asked Israclile Army Caplain Abner of
the shepherd who had reeently come o
his court o serve as the King's armor-
bearer and personal musician,

“As my soul kves, T do nol know,"”
saitt Captain Abner, commasnder of the
King’s hests,

“Well, find out wheis his father,” the
King of Isracl ordered.

For 40 days, Geliath had been
lempting, launting and testing the
Israclite armies, hurling insulis at the
Lord God, the King and he Israclite
nation.

“I couldn’t believe that this smal}
young bay bad actually killed this
terrifying giant,” an unidentified soldier
told Wiye Weatnzment Specintor,

“We were greatly afraid of Golialh, It

formidabla opponent for an experienced
soldier who was simitarly armed, Buta
lightly-armed, flcet-of-foot shepherd is
tactically the right sirategy in facing that
behemoth,” said the officer, noting that
perhiaps shepherds should be drzfied in
the Army.

Military analysts said what tipped the
batance of power toward the young lad
was his quick, frontal attack,

‘I knew that the Spirit of the Lord was on this lad when 1
anointed him at his father’s house’ — Prophet Samuel

touk remendous cournge for the young
lad just to even face him, much less
defeat him,” he said.

Face and defeat Golinth of Gath
young David did, much 1o everyone's
amazemenl.

“He hiad managed Lo convinee King
Saul that his prowess as a shepherd could
oulmancuver Goliath," an intetligence
officer said.

“Areconnaissance report on Goliath's
fighting style indicaled he would be a

But the Prophet Samuel, still
mourning for King Saul because the
Lord rejected the Israclite monarch as
{eader, credited the Spirit of the Lord for
David’s success.

“It is casy for our military leaders (o
explain Rravid's victory militacily, but 1
knew that the Spirit of the Lord was on
this J1ad when I anointed him a1 his
father’s house,” he said.

Prophet Samuel prediceed that young
David will become King of Israel,

Shocked Philistine enemy
routed at Shochoh battlefield

Their dead was strewn
along the Shaaraim Road
to Gath and Ekron

Shecked at secing the death of their
champicn by the sling and reck of a
young shepherd boy, the Philistines were
rouled a1 Shochoh baulefeld.

“When the Philistines saw that their
hero [Goliath of Gath] was dead, Lhey
turned and ran away,” said a spokesman
for the commander of King Saul's fsst,
Isrnclite Asmy Caplain Abner,

The iwo armics had been mobilized,
poised to fight at Shochoh batilefield —
encamped belween Azckah in Ephes-
dammim — for the last 40 days.

Goliath of Gath, the Philistine piant
reporied to have towered belween nine
and 13 feet tall, repeatedly challenged
one of the “servants of [{ssaclile King)
Saul” 10 a duel. .

“E he is able 1o kitl me in o ducl, we
will become your subjects; but if [ am
victorious, you will become our subjects
and serve us,"” said Goliath, templing,
taunting and testing the Israclie soldicrs.

Bul David, the youngest son of Jesse
(the Ephrathite of Bethlehem-judah)
convineced the King to accept Goliath of
Gath's challenge to fight. He kitled the
giung wilh jusl a sling and a single rock.

swooped down en Goliath's neck,
decapitating the giant,

But the Philistines, 5o surc that their
champion would win the duel as he did
many times belore, did not live up o the
promise Golinth made of serving she
Isractites shoutd he lose.

Instead, the Esraclite roops swarmed
over them white the Philistines
Trantically retreated from the battle lines,

‘When the Philistines saw that their hero
[Geliath of Gath} was dead, they turned
and ran away’ - Israelite Arny Spokesman

Eyewitnesses of the due! said the
stone sank into Goliath's forehead and
whzn the giant teppled over, be fell face
down 1o the ground as il Lo pay homage
to the Lont God Almighty.

Ther the young shepherd unshealhed
Goliath of Gath's heavy swaord, held it
high aver his head and with alf bis might,

An lIsrzelite Army spokesman,
declaring 1otal and absolute victory,
bricfed the press.

“Wilh a loud shout we chased them
£ the entrance of Gath and Ekron,” he
said. “Their dead was strewn en the
Shaaraim Road all the way toward those
Lwo cities.”

Battlefield errand pits young David against Goliath of Gath

Shepherd warrior’s fate
with giant began with
Father's simple request

When Jesse asked his son David tw
lake some provisions fo his threc
brothers al the war [ront, the Ephrathile
from Bethlchem-judah didn’t know that
the request would pit the young shepherd
against Goliath of Gath.

Jesse's oldest sens — Eliab, the
firstborn, Abinadab, the second and
Shammah the third — followed the
mighty King Ssul 10 fight againgt the
Philistines.

“Take one bushel of roasted grain and

ten loaves 1o yous brothers,” Jesse asked
his youngest son, David, whe had
shuiiled between Bethichem-judah and
Gibeah for some time now, tending his
father's sheep and serving as Saul's
personal musician and armor-bearer ai
the King's court.

and lefLihe next memning, He arrived just
at the time Lhe 2o armiss were, in
rilualistic manner, drawing up their lines
lacing cach other to shoul the war cry.
Excited at sceing the armies line up
for battle, David left his supplies with
an atiendant and ran toward the front o

“Take one bushel of roasted grain and ten loaves
to your brothers...” — Father Jesse

“And give these ten cheeses to the
commander of their Unit,"” Jesse added,
instructing the young shepherd 1 bring
back news how his three sons were
deing.

Evavid said he loaded up the supplies

greel his brothers,

“Father Jesse asks ahout you,” David
told them. “He also sent me to bring you
some grain and bread, and some cheese
for your commanding officer.”

Eliab, Abinadab and Shammah

thanked the younger brother for bringing
1he pravisions. But they were irritated
ihat he selected this time 1o el them, So
they told him to be quiet,

As David was milling around and
talking 1o the cther soldiers, Goliath of
Gath  stepped  forward, shouied
obscenitics, insulted the Israclites and
defiled the Lord God Almighty.

“Come out, line up For battie and fight
me. Am I not o Philistine, and zre you
nat the servant’s of Saul? You're
supposed o be God's chosen people,”
Goliath said with arrogance, sarcasm and
haughliness. “If you are, surely you wilt
prevail pver me."

{Continned on Page 2, Colurn )
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Battlefield errand... Pavid accepts King’s challenge; Defeating
Goliath not motivated by personal reward

(Continwed from Page I, Column 4)

No one stepped forward, prompling
Goliath 10 say they must nol be Ged's
chosen people. “You have neither the
pats to face me northe skills o kill me!”

Golinth said this is the deal: If an
Esraclite kills him, the Philistines would
become their subjects. But if he
overcams the Israclites’ cpponent, the
{smelites woutd become the Philistines”
subjects and serve them,

*“This day I defy the ranks of Israel,”
he shouted. “If there is such a worthy
opponcit among Saul's brave mer, send
him to me now?”

David said he conidn” believe what
he was hearing. He especially couldn't
believe the reaction of the Israclites.
When they saw Goliath, they turned in
fear, ran the other way and 1ook cover
behind the recks, bushes and ditches,

“Isn't it frightening te see how this
monsier man defics our Ged, King and
country,” a soldicer told David, quickly
running past him to take cover with the
others,

Is

raelite women
celebrate
David’s victory

Music and dancing creates
fun, fanfare and frivolity
throughout the land

Singing, dancing and instruments
were heard throughout the land as
Isracl’s mother’s, women, maidens
and young gitls cefebrated David's
victory over Goliath of Gath and
oxlofled the Army™s exploits in the
ensuing battle.

“Saul has stain his thousands and
David his wens of thousands,” the
women sang. They daneed to the
thythm of letes and tambourines, as
she Israclites relurned from chasing
the Phijistines and plundering the
enemies’ camp,

‘There was fun, fanfare and [rivolity
in the land alter the young shepherd
warrior David killed the Philislines’
champion so dratnatcally,

King Saul would have remembered
the parade with fondness, but he was
angered and appailed by the song's
refrain of him just slaying “thousands™
and David slaying ien times more,

“They have credited David with
tens of thousands,”™ a source who
speke on condition of anonymity, told
Tlje Teslnment Fpecislor,

“What more ¢an he get but my
Kingdom," Saul was overheard to
have multered sarcastically.

King Saul knew he was losing his
popularity in ksracl because the Lord
rejected his Kingship when he refused
1o execute Amalekite King Agag (see
Ceatument Sypectninr Analysis on page
3.

The national fanfare and frivolity
throughout the land was reminiscent
of Aaron's sister, Miriam, the
propheless of old, Afler the Lord
brought the waters of the Red Sea over
the pursuing Egyptians, she took a
tambouriae in her hand and led
group of women dancing and
celebraling throughout the eamp.

“Sing to the Lord, for He is highly
cxalied,” they sang triumphantly, “The
horse and its rider He has hurled inte

the sea.”

King Saul lends David
his armor; but shepherd
warrior refuses to nse it

The challenger who defeats Goliath
of Gath was 1o receive preat riches, be
presented the King's daughier [or
marriage and the viclor's father woukin’y
have lo pay taxes, decreed Saul.

Even though King Saul anncunced
this decree 1o entice one of his brave
soldiers to chattenge Golisth of Gath, he
believed that no one weuld actualky want
to face the 13<foot giant,

David was told about the King's
reward, but it seemed to have gone in
one car and oul (he olher,

“What will be done for the man who
kills this Philistinc and removes this
disgrace from Israel,” he asked, Irying
to allay the fear of the soldicrs as they
broke ranks and ran, David probably
wondered whelher anyone would back
hitm up should he prevail.

After being told by the men many
times what King Saul’s reward woutd be,
David said that he stilk wanted to fight
Goligth, net because of receiving riches,
marrying the King's daughter or Father
JTesse being exempted from paying taxes,
but because “this uneircumcised
Philistine has defied the armies of the
living God.'”

Eliab, David's oldest brother, was
angry when he heard that David would
be soarragant to think that he could fight
aseasoned soldier. But for David 1o brag
that he ¢ould take on the infamous
Goliath was simply an adolescenl boast,

“Why have you come here and who
is tending your sheepin the desen,” Eliab
asked his kid brother. I know that you
are sneaky, conceiled and wicked linde
twerp. You have come here just to see a
ducl and wilness the baule.”

David, who looked ap to his hig
brothers and was proud that they —
Eliab, the firstborn, Abinadab, the

second and Shammah the third — wouid
be so courageous to fight for King Saul,
asked Efinb what he had done wrong,
David claimed that he wouldn'i do
anything that would dishonor his father
ner porlray his brethers in a negative
light,

He just wanted 1o remove this blight
fvom Isracl by engaping and defeating
Golisth of Gath for defiling his God,
King, and people.

Hearing 1hat his personal musician
and armor-bearer had returned from
Bothlehem-judah (rom iending his
father's sheep and vetunteercd 1o take
on Golinth of Gath, King Saul
enlertained David’s request, even though
he thought the shepherd was oul of his
league.

of Gath was a lion or bear, David said
surely he is capable of taking him on,

“I see this uncircumcised Philistine as
bul a whipped lion or bear, becauss he
has defied the armics of Ged," the
shepherd musician said,

Young David, of a healthy ruddy,
complexion, was very composed and
persuasive, according to sources
assigned at King Saul’s cous,

“He knew that the King was awarc
that shepherds were quite adept in using
u slaff, sling and stone as weapons,” an
official frem King Sauf’s court said.
“David knew recounting his experiences
of fighting a lion and bear would win
him [the King] over,”

King Saul acquiesced and offered 1o
David the use of his wnic, coat of armer

‘You are not able to go out against this Philistine
and fight him; you are only a bey, and he has bheen
a fighting man frem his youth’ — King Saul

“Dor't let anyone lose his hearl on
account of this Philistine. Your servant
will go and face him,” David told the
King with uncanny self-assurance.

“You are not able 1o go out against
this Phitistine and fight kim; you are only
a boy, and be has been a fighting man
from his youth,” King Saul replied.

David, who didn't react 1o King Saul's
apinion with adelescent emotion,
respectully disagreed,

He knew that his skitl and prowess as
a shepherd could onimancuver Goliath.
8o he leld a eouple of stories Lo buttress
his case.

“Your servant had been keeping his
father's sheep, When a lion ©r a bear
came and carried off a sheep from the
flock, E went ofter it, struck it and rescued
the sheep [rom its mouth,” David said.
“When it tuened on me, 1 seized it by its
Tur, struek it and killed i

Relating in poctic rhetoric thit Geliath

and bronze helmet. But when David tried
to walk around with Saul's batile gear,
he found them 1o be cumbersome.

‘The funic was too restrictive, the coal
of armor weighed too much and the
helmet, which was very, very hot,
reslricied his vision. “I cannot go with
these, because T am not used to them,”
sai¢ David, while removing the heavy
armor, not wanting to hurt the King's
feelings.

Pavid lefl King Saul's court al Gibeah
teconfront {he giant everyone so feared.,

‘Tuking his s1aff in hand, the young
shepherd meticuiously selected five
smooth stoacs from a neashy siream,
slacked them in his shepherd’s pouch,
ardl with a sling, approsched the battle
lines 1o face and fight Goliath of Gath,

The seldiers were impressed with the
courage David displayed, The question
on everyone's mind was whether David
could actually defeat Golisth,

Fearless shepherd boy faces
the Philistines’ towering giant

Armed with a sling
and five smeoth stones

Twice daily for 40 straight days,
scasoned soldicrs retreated in fear after
seeing Goliath of Gath.

But younyg David, pulling double-duty
as shepherd for his father at heme and
serving Saul as the King's personal
musician and armor-bearer, wasn’t
intimidated by the towering giant.

Afterpicking up stones from a nearby
stream and placing them in his
shepherd's pouch, David, son of Jesse
from Bethlehem-judah, approachied the
giant with resolute poise and confidence,
witnesses said.

"David was preily smart," an
unidentified soldier said, “He began
tatking 1o Geliath, No one ever talked {o
him because we were so afraid of him. 1
think during their conversation David
was Sludying how Goliath moved.”

*[ didn’t think about it unti} now, bul
Pavid must have known that Goliath’s
bronze helmel, coat of matl, shiny armor,

bronze juvelin and shafl of his spear
meant that he was carrying a lot of
weight," another soldier remasked to e
Wratnmend Specinior,

“Dhavid carricd less weight, and I think
that he used that 10 his advantage. As
reflect, speed and agility overcame a
heavily armered giant,” he said,

‘When the big Goliath of Gath saw the
littke David approach him, he looked at
fim with puzzlement and saw that the

‘...J come against you in the
name of the Lord Almighty,
the God of Israel, whom
You have defied” — David

shepherd was only a handsome boy.

This made Goliath despise the mighty
King Saul more for sending such a young
lad to fight him,

“AmTadog that you come al me with
a rod,” said Goliath, cursing al David,
swoearing at King Szul and defiling the
Lord God Almighty.

“Come to me," he said sarcastically.
“Let me get a goed look at you before [

give your flesh to the birds of the air and
the beasts of the field.”

David obliged him, He moved closer
so the giant could hear him.

“You come against me with sword and
spear and javelin,” David told Goliath,
“But I ceme against you in the pame of
the Loed Afmighly, the God of the armies
of Issacl, whom you have defied."”

With his shield bearer in frent of him,
Goliath of Gath laughed in derision.

David spoke again; *This day the
Lerd will hand you ever to me, and I'll
sirike you down and cut off your head.

“Today I will give the carcasses ol the
Philistine army to the birds of the air and
the beasts of the earth and the whole
world will know that there is a God in
Eseaci.

“All those gathered here will know
that it is not by sword or spear that the
Lord saves; for the baltfe is the Lord's
and He will give 211 of you into our
hands."”

As Goliath of Gath moved closer to

{Continued on Page 3, Column 1)
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David faces giant...
(Continued from Page 2. Cofttmn 4)

attack him, David ran guickly toward the
battle line to mect him.

Reaching into his bag and taking out
one of the five siones he selected from
the stream just moments before, he slung
it and struck the Philistine on the
forehead,

Witnesses said the stone sank into his
forchead, the mighty Goliath el
Tacedown to the ground, as if to pay
hemage to the Lord God Almighty.

With & sling and rock the size of a
baseball, Goliath ef Gath was slain, but
David didn't stop there,

Unsheathing Goliath’s heavy sword,
David raised it high in the air and with
all of his might and for all the iwo armics
to sec, swooped down on Goliath’s neck,
decapitating him.

David seemed to know that this bold,
resolute act would demoralize the
opposition, hecause the Philistines had
put the trast of their gods in their
champion,

Golialh of Gath said that if an Israelite
appeneat kills him, the Philistines would
subjupate themselves 1o them,

But when the Philistines saw Goliuth
had heen killed by the sling and rock of
ashepherd boy — who then decapitated
their champion with his own sword —
they feanticaliy retecated and ran in fear,

Youngest son of Jesse
catches the eye of
Prophet Samuel

Before the staying of Goliath of Gath
by a young shepherd boy named David,
the yeungest son of Jesse was
previously anointed 1o replace King
Saul, nccording 1o the Lord's Prophet
Samucl.

Reluctant to tatk to Tlie Testnment
pectutor for fear that King Saul may
be so jealous and owtraged that he
would crder a death warrant on him,
Prophet Samuel ncknowledged that the
Lord directed him Lo visit Jesse, the
Ephrathite from Bethlehem-judah, for
the purpose of anointing one oF his sons
to be the next King of Isracl.

“The Lord told me 10 tell the elders
ol'1he lown that T was there to sacriftce
to Him as & cover,” Prophet Samuet
acknowledged.

“They wanied 1o know if 1 was
coming in peace and when [ assured

Who is this shepherd
warrior David, anyway?

them that I had, I invited them to
consecrate themselves and sacrifice with
me,” he said,

Before the feast, Prophet Samucl said
he wanted to conseerate Jesse's sons,

“1said in iy heart, *Surely the Eord's
ancinted stands here before me. Surely
He wilt choose one of these strorg, fine
young men to be our next King.'

“But the Lord chided me for thinking
thal,” the Prophet acknowledged.

He reeatled Saul's seleetion for King
was made in pan because he was “a head
taller than any of the others,”

“The Lord told me 10 ook not en his
countenance, or oa the height of his
stalure,” Prophet Samuel said.

“Becanse I sometimes rejegt such
men. I see nal as man sees, for men look
on the pulward appearznee, but Flook in
the heart,™ he added.

Nol only did Prophet Samuel inspect
Eliah, Abinadzh and Shammah — three
brave men whe are now in King Saul's
army — bul he looked at Nethaned,
Raddai, and Ozem, a5 well, But they

were not who the Lord was looking for,
he said.

“Prophet Samucl asked me if these
were all my sons,” Jesse said. I 10ld
him that my youngest was tending
sheep, and he said we wouald not sit
down (o eat until my youngest arrived.”

Frequently overlooked as many
youngest children are, young David
wasn't even inviied 10 the feast.

An obedient, govd-natured lad, he
always did whal Father Jesse 10ld him
and looked up and tried to emulate his
big brothers, Prophet Samuel saw the
lad, who was ruddy with a fine,
handsome appearance.

“The Lord told me 10 rise and aroint
hir, for he is the one,” the Prophet said,
noticing that David seemed to have an
incxplicable noble bearing aboul him,

Samuel said he ook the horn of oi}
and snointed young David in the
presence of his brothers,

From that day one, Prophet Samuel
said, the Spirit of the Lord vame upon
David in power,

Why the Lord God rejected Saul’s Kingship

Perhaps shepherd
David is the
next ‘Glory of Israel’

H is bard o imagine that warrier
King Saul and the mighty men under
his command wouid be so terrificd at
the sight and booming voice of Goliath
of Gath that they refused o challenge
ibe Philistine champion in & ducl.

It toek a shepherd boy, youngest son
of Jesse the Ephrathite from
Bethichem-judah recentty spotied al
Saul's court in Gibeah, serving as the
King’s private musician and armer-
bearer, (o “come, tine up for baule™
and fighl the giant.

The once mighty King Saul, Isracls
first morarch chosen by the Lord Gad
Almighty then anointed by Prophet
Samuel, seems to have been reduced Lo
a lonely man — subject 1o fits of rage,
depression and metancholy, because
the Lord rejected his kingship,

‘What smazing teaits this shepherd
hoy exhibits, He's touph enough to
prevail over Goliath of Gagh in battle
wilth oaly a sling and rock, yet tender
enough {o play the harp 10 soothe King
Saul's demonic affliction and erratic
mood swings.

David must know that he is next in
ling to be King of Isracl, yel he appears
o be an unassuming lad, loyal 1o his
Gul, king and anlion. Despite
receiving a promotion then demaltion,
whatever task King Saul assiges
David, he completes them
successiully.

Initially, King Sau) promoted the
young David to a high rank over he
men of war, David's elevation to Lhe
rank of generai pleased the King's
officers and the people.

Then incxplicably King Sau?,
probabty fearful of David because the
Lord God was with him, demoted the
young man 10 be commander of just
1,000 men,

@estement Bpectator Analysiz

S1ill, the shepherd warrior led those
troops under his command and was
viclorious in scveral military
campaigns. David must know that he is
being groomed for kingly teadership,

And even oll of Isracl and Judah
loved him, Bavid docsa't appear to be
ambitious, actively seek, solicil
advancement or aspire prometion by
his own right,

As a matter of fact, David shuns the
limelight. Yel favorable culcomes
seem o come his way by some sort of
Providential hand guiding his life.

N

Perhaps Samucl knows what's niext

in ling for David, But the Prophet

"I have carried out the Lord's
instruction,” he declared proudty,
referring to the atack and destruction
of the Amalckites,

“What s 1his blcating of sheep and
lowing of cattle 1 hear,™ the Prophet
asked sternly,

Blaming his soldiers, King Saul
caplained 1o the Prophet that the best
liveslock was saved 1o sacrifice te the
Lord God Afmighty.

“But we intally desiroyed the rest,”
he said, thinking that by saving the
best livestock to sacrifice o the Lord
waould justify his decision, pacify the
Eard and please the Frophet.

“S1op,” Prophet Samuel abruptly

! am grieved that I lave made Saul King, because he
has turned away from Me and has not carried out My
specific instructions’ — The Lord God Almighty

hasn't been seen with Saul since the
King disobeyed the Lord by refusing
Io execule Amalekite Kirg Agag and
destroy everything thae belonged 1o
him.,

“1 am gricved that I have made Saul
King, because he has wrned away
from Me and kas not carried out My
specific instructions,” said the Lord 0
Prophet Samuel one evening,

The Prophet was so troubled, he
cried out 1o the Lerd all nighi, because
Samuet loves King Smel like he was
his own son. The next morning the
Prophel went to meet the King.
Unknowing that Prophet Samucl
wanled to see hiim, King Saul had gone
to Mt, Carmel instead. King Saul jusi
didn’t get i1, nor did he understand
how serious it was for him,

“The Lord bless you,” the King
bestowed pretentiously to the Prophet
when they finally met.

said. “The Loed told me when 1 eried
1o Him that yeu were once small in
yaur eyes, yet He, in His infinite
sovereignty, set you te be head over
the tribes of Israc] and anointed you
King over all Israel. Bat you disobeyed
Him when He specificatty told you to
wipe out the Amalekites,” the Prophet
said.

“Why did you plunder,” he asked
Saul. The King insisted that he did
obey God by taking the best to
sacrilice to the Lord at Gifgat,

“Does the Lord delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices as much as in
obeying Ihe voice of the Lord," the
Prophet asked him,

“To obey is better than sacrifice,
and 0 heed is better than the fat of
rams, For rebetlior is like the sin of
divination and arogance like the cvil
of idolatry.”

The Prophet said since King Saul —

who then changed his mind and said he
yielded 10 the will of the peeple for
fear of them — rejected the wilh of the
Lord, he would reject him,

Prophet Samuel wrned from the
King, who then grabbed his robe and
tore it wher he tried 1o reswain the
Prophet from departing.

“The Lord bas torn the Kingdom of
Israed from you loday asd has given it
1o one of your neighbers — te one
beller than you.

“He who is the ‘Glory of Fsracl’
does not lic or change his mind,"
Samucl said. “For he is not a man that
he shoulbd change his mind,” the
prophet repeated.

Is the young shepherd David the
“next Glory of Israci?" Time will tell,

King Saul didn’t contest Goliath of
Gath because he knew the special
ancinting and (avor he cajoyed from
the Lord had deparled.

King Saul's fearful and defeated
atlitude must have rickled down the
ranks, from Tsraclite Army Captain
Abner, Sor of Ner (who is Saul’s
uncle) and commander of the King's
kosts, to the mighty mien under his
kingly command,

‘Thal's probably why every moraing
and evening for 40 days, King Saut,
Captain Abaer, the other officers and
rank-in-{ile soldiers were so terrified
and traumatized at the sipht of Goliath
of Gath that they remained reticent as
the giant incessantly taunted, tempted
and insulled them. Day afier day, the
Philistine champion must have been
emboidened by their collective
passivity. ’

Yela young scrawny-looking
shepherd, with a healthy, ruddy
complexion, was nol bothered nor
intimidated by the seasoncd, imposing
embodiment of Goliath of Gath.

For the Spirit of the Lord is upon
Bravid, as it bad onee been on mighty
King Saul.
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Saul’s heir
decides not to
seek kingship

Prince Jonathan endorses
David as next ruler

King Saul’s eldest son ceded the
prospect of becoming next nler of
Isracl to the popular shepherd warrior,

In an et and persenal gesture to
demonsirate who he believed shoud
become the next King of Israel, Saul's
firsthern son — and likely heir to the
throne — removed his royal garments
and gave the princely atlire to the son
of Jesse's youngest sen,

Prince Jonathan scased that David,
initially promoted te general then
summarily demaled by King Sml o
command just |,000 men, was God's
choice {0 succeed his father as sracl's
next King.

So in a selfless acknowledgment,
symbolic acquicscence and royal
cndorsement of David’s inevitable
ascension 1o the Israclite throne,
Jonathan also gave his sword, bow
and girdie 10 the young man who slew
Galiath of Gath.

Even though Jonathan hadn’t
defeated a champion of Goliath's
renown stature and repuiation, he was
still successful in his own right when
using his battle gear to fight the
Philistines, those who knew the
prince’s war record say.

They reminded Whe Testament
Specialer of Jonathan's heroic
battleficid exploits. Before David’s
dramatic duel with Goliath, the brave
prince was heralded as Israclite’s
hero,

Foritwas the valiant Jonathan who
attacked Lthe Philistines’ Geba
Garrison, And it was this same prince
wha also bravely killed 20 Philistines
at n halfi-acre ploi outside Gibeah,
reported Jonalhan's armor-bearer wha
foupht right behind him that day.

So the significance of Jonathan
giving his fighling gear 10 David for
all of Isracl to see cannotl be
underslated, royal insiders confirmed.

Yel nt one knows how Jonathan's
Tarnity accepied him eadorsing David.

King Saul's three olher sons were
Ish-bosheth, Melchishua and
Abinadab. Even though & line of
suceession had not been planned or
formally announced, these royal
insiders assumed the princely trio
were also in ling 10 be King.

Moreover, if King Saul and his four
sons unexpectedly died, it was
possible -— yet not guite probable —
that one of King Saul's daughiers,
Merab or Michal, also could become
queen and thus rule Isracl, they
theorized,

All everyone knew is that Jonalhan
foved David as a brother. The two
men: consummated that relationship
when the prince stripped himsel{ of
the robe and gave the garments to
Davic,

David was a humble Belhlchem-
judah shepherd, Yei the young man
behaved himsell like royally al King
Saul's court. Exhibiting a stately,
inexplicable noble bearing belitting
that of a prince, David was aceepted
by King Saul’s servants and ull the
peaple.

Jonathan Joved David as a brother,
He knew that David was a man afler
God’s own heart — destined 10 rute.

King Saul plots David’s death; Elaborate plan
involves enticing him to marry his daughter

Shepherd warrior reluctantly
accepts and then
exceeds Kingly challenge

Afraid that the Lord was witls David
and departed King Saul, the Israclite
ruler plotied te kill the shepherd warrior
by reguiring the young tad to slay a
hundred cnemy in exchange for
marrying his daughter.

“If you bravely serve me and fight the
Lord's batties against the Philistines, I'll
let you marry Princess Merab, my cldest
daughter,” King Saul said in an enticing
offer 10 David.

But there was an ultertor motive for
King Saul’s preposal, many Davidic
supporters opine.

Jealous of their hero's suceess and
pupularity amonyg the people, King Saul
attempled 1o kill David, the shepherd
warrior’s fans allege.

Cn two occasions, the King wied o
pin David against the wall with his spear
but failed, several palave eyewitness
atlesl.

Furthermore, suspicion that the King
was plolling something was fucled by a
comment an attendant overheard Saul
L2V

“Thechances of David returning alive
from 1his assignment &5 slim o none,”
this anonymous source heard King Saul
slate, "Let one of those 100 Philistine
men be the ane to Kill him — then Twon't
have 1.

David wos Lo have alrendy hecn
marricd to the King's daughter lor
slaying the giant from Gath, many
reminded Tle eotnmend Hpectnior.

They nated thal David was also
supposed e have reeeived riches and
Father Jesse received a tax exemption.
No one seems 10 know i lhese rewards
were ever conlerred to David or his
father, the Ephrathile {from Bethlehem-
judah,

Since David was never molivated to
fight Goliath by personal reward, the
shepherd wasrior never claimed these
prizes for defeating the giant and thus,
scemed rather reluctant 10 aceept King
Saul’s offer this time as well.

"“Whom am I, and what s my famity
ormy father’s clan in Isracd, that 1 should
become the King's son-in-law,”
responded David, refuctant Lo marry
Princess Merab.

So when the time came for David w
wed the King's first daughter, she insicad
marricd Adriel from Mcholah, on ares
located in the Jordan Valley.

But according o Michat's maidens,
the princess had feclings for David,

When King Saul learned that his
younger daughter fell in love with the
shepherd warrior, he approved of a
marital union — but again for ulterior
Teasons.

“I will use Princess Michal to gel
David,” said Saul, using David’s respect
and esteem of marrying into (he royal
family as a ploy to manipulate him,

"Speak 10 David privately and tell
him, “The King is pleased with all you've
done forhim and the Kingdom. He wants
to reward you by marrying into the
family,”” an anonymous source leaked
10 Thye Testnerent Hpeciatar.

Afler the attendants 1old David thus,
he didn't consider himself worlhy of
marrying Princes Michal.

“Do you think it is a small thing 10
become the King's son-in-law,” he asked
Saul's messenger. *I'm a lowly shepherd

wha haits from a poer unknown family”

When Sanl’s cmissary returned to the
King and reported to him what Pavid
said, the ruter told them totell David that
he didn't want a dowry for the princes
bride.

“He can best serve me by exacting
revenge on my encmies — the
Philistines," insisied the King,

The messenger returned to David and
reiterated o him that he could masrey

Besides, how could David, loved by
all Israel and Judah, refuse service tothe
King — even though Saub's challenge
might have risked the shepherd warricr's
lifet

Sa David accopted King Saul’s
challenge and led his men oo this killing
100 Philistines military campaign. But
10 everyone's surprise and amazement,
David exceeded King Saul’s direclive.

Not only did Saul’s David-dying-in-

‘The King is pleased with all you’ve done for Itim and the
Kingdom. He wants to reward you by marrying into
the family’ — King Saul’s messenger to David

King Saul's daughter and become his
sen-in-law by slaying 100 Philistines.

Dravid scemed unaware of Saul's true
motives, Ilhe suspeeted — many believe
that he must have — 1he shepherd
warrior was unaffected that the King
wanted him o be killed by the
Philistines.

Lured by duty 1o fight Isracl's cnemy,
David's Joyalty 10 the monarch am! his
subjects motivated the shepherd warrior,

Perhaps Divvid was under the hopefut
yel folse illusion that Saul aclually did
svant him 1o marry his daughter?

hazard-duly plot fail, but “the Goliath
Slayer" killed twice as many. David slew
200 Phitistines!

Honor-bourd by his word 1o the
shepherd warrior, King Saul gave
Prineess Michal 1o David, the son of
Jesse of Bethlehem-judab,

King Saul realized thai there was
nothing he could do abowt David — for
the Lord was with him.

Yet still, he was afraid of David's
popularity. For everything David did, he
was even mare successiul and became
the mest popular of Saul's officers.

King Saul orders David’s death

King Soul ordered David's exceution,
the King’s attendanis reported, Jonathan
waould not conspire with his father, bt
intervencd to save (ke shepherd warrior.

Shockingly as it might seund, this
wasn’t the first lime King Saul iried 1o
kill David, inside sources conlirmed o
Wie Testmment Spectaior,

Saul’s resentment of David began
right after he slew Goliath. The King
resented the women crediting David (or
staying ten limes mure than he, semeone
heard him mutter after hearing their
victory song celebrating Golimih’s defeal.

Conseequently, King Saul was afraid
that David was afier his throne, so be
tried to pin David against the wall with
his spear on two occasiens. But Pavid
dodged the weapens ehat were thrown
athim,

Thenr ke Israelile niler plotted to kilt
him by requiring that he slay 100
Phitistines in exchange for mareying his
duughter. That plol Lo failed and as a
resull of marrying inlo the royal family,
David became Jonathan's brotherin-law,

So preventing Saul fram earrying oul
his death warrant on David this time
required the intervention of Prinee
Jonathan.

My father plans to kill you,"” warned
Jonathan to David. “Be on puard
tomarraw morning, You better hide.”

Juosathar 101d David thathe would talk
with his father and iry (o change his
minl,

“Let not the King do wrong 10 his
servant David. He has not wronged you,
as a maler of fact, whal he has done hag
benefitted you greatly," Jonalthan
reasoned with Saut.

Jonathan reminded the Kinp that
Pavid risked his life 10 fight Goliath and
was successful during many Philistine
raids, After listening to his son, Saul
swore not to hurt David.

“As surcly as the Lord lives, David
will not be put o death,” the King said.

But rage, anger und jealousy of David
for his good standing with the Lord,
Samuel and (he peopie, would soon
eause Saul to break his premise.

David’s father-in-law
tries to kill him again

Nwmerous assassination
attempts unsuccessful

King Saul tried to kill David yet again
but failed, several sources from the royal
household confirmed,

16t wasn't for David's quick reflexes
and Princes Michal cleverness, she
would be making funeral arrangements
for her husband right now, one souree
roted.

King Saul had ordered David's death
u few days before, Then in an unexpected
reversat of that deerce, he assured Prince
Jonathan that he would net iry to kill

DPavid anymore. But the King broke e
premise he made 10 his son.

Jealous of “the Goliath Slayer,” Saul
tried twice again to kill David, the
shepherd wareior hero who the King
appointed to be an army officer and then
gave his daughter to him in marriage.

Upset for being rejected by the Lord,
insecure as King and threatened by his
own soa-in-law, Sael had hecome an
emotionally ynpredictable and moody
man, many obsesved.

Because the Philistine threat
presented serious national sccurity

(Continned on Page 3, Colunn 1)
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King Saul tries to kill David seven times,

{Continteed from Page 4, Column 4}

concerns, King Sanl had 1o put his
negalive feclings and personal conflict
with David aside. The King needed his
cffective, respected and most popular
military leader,

The shepherd warrior willinghy
obeyed King Saul’s call, assumed
command over the men, devised a battle
plan, mustered the traops and lead the
Israelite anack agatnst the Philistines.

The army asssult during the baitle was
50 ferocious, the Philistines {rantically
retrealed, just like they did at Shochoh
battlefictd after Goliath of Gath was
defeated.

Reterning from bautle, David
[reshened up before presenting himself
at King Saul's court in Gibeah, several
royal watchers attested.

It had become a regulsr occurrence
— David the shepherd warrior and court
musician playing harp to assuage his
King's demanic oppression,

Bul the soothing melodies emanating
from David’s instrument which had
cnveloped she dining room did ol allay
the agitated Saul.

The King satin his targe chair, quicily
listening to David's music. The ruler
scemed peasive.

Resting the tong wooden shaft handle
on the Moor, Saul glared at David and
secthed as he twirled the weapon
ceminuously with both hands.

The sharp metallic blade glistened in
the candle-lit, music-filled dining room,
as he rotated the spearhead in ane

direction, then in another, back and fonh
and back znd forth again,

Then, as it happened twice before,
King Saul suddenly attacked David
without warning.

“King Saul abrupuly stood up, took the
spear in his right hand and threw the
weapon right at him,” one observer said.

But the shepherd warrior, alertly
dropping his harp when the tall King
arose 1o posilion himself in a spearmen’s

life tonight, you®ll be killed and F'llbe a
widow by sunrise,” Michal warned
Bavid after arriving home.

Michal helped David escape through
their hedroom window and be fled in the
night L an undisclesed focation.

The princes found the targest idol she
could find and commanded one of her
Servants to get some goais hair,

Michal placed the idol atop the
mattress, vavered it's head with the goots

‘I don’t know what has gotten into my father, but if
you don’t run for your life tonight, you will be killed
and P’ll be a widow by sunrise’ — Princes Michal to David

attack stance, dodged the projectile
thrown at him,

The spear was hurled with such
trajectile velocily that the leading cdge
of the sharp metaltic blade pricked
mortar {rom the palace wall.

David, who ran out of the dining
room, again cseaped certain death that
night. Then tater, Princes Michal foiled
yet another attespt Lo assassinue her
husband, Tie Featmment Spectntar
learned,

A princes confidkant quickly nolificd
Michal of King Saul’s spear-thrown-at-
David incident.

She atso learned her father somt men
from his elite bodyguard to their house,
The plan, Princes Michal learned, was
{0 caplure David in the motning and then
kill him,

“1 don't know what has golien inlo
my father, but if you don't run for your

hair and draped a blanket around the
image to make it appear as if David was
lying in bed asleep.

King Saul's elite bodyguasd
reluclantly demanded access 1o David
and Michal’s bedroom, Apologizing to
Michal for bothering her, they informed
the princess (hey were cperating under
King Saul's direct order o arrest her
husband.

“He is ifl," snid Michal, wying 10 bay
time for David as he escaped imo the
night.

Her delay tactic worked, The elite
bodyguard unit depasted, returned 1o the
King and reposted 10 Saut what Michal
10ld them. Unsalisfied with their report,
Lhe King sent them back.

*Bring him up to me in his bed if you
have 1o Ihen so that I may kill kim,"” the
King yelled irvationally as they hurriedly
departed the throne reom,

but he fails...

Using her body as 2 shicld, Michal
fried to prevent the men from entering
the bedroom Lhis second time. Aware that
she was the King's daughter, they
respectfuily pulled her away from (he
doorway, walked into the soom, went to
the bed and lified the covers back,

David was not lying their ill, To their
surprise, the men saw the idol with goats
hair on it

The men retsrned to the King and told
him what happened, but they didn't go
alone, They brought the princess with
them so Saul would direct his anger at
Michal.

“Why did you liz and deceive me like
this," the enraged King asked the
princess, targeling his rage at Michal and
ignoring the soldiers who hadl brought
her,

“You helped my encmy escape! You
helped my ¢nemy escape! You helped
Iy engmy escape,” he said repealedly
loud enough for those in the palace 10
hear,

Meanwhile, David fled fram Gibeah,
arrived al Ramah — Prophet Samuel’s
hometown — and 1old his spiriual
menter that King Saul tried 10 kill him
seven times. But Samuel didn't seem to
be surprised about 1he threats Saul made
on David's life,

“An evil spirit from the Lord came
upon King Saul that evening,” Samuel
remarked in his hely, perecptive and
prophetic style,

Aware that King Saul wonld send men
1o try 1o capture them ot Ramah, they
went to Naioth,

Supernatural intervention prevents messengers and
King Saul from arresting elusive shepherd warrior

Smitten by Spirit of God,
men and monarch prophesy
with Samuel’s prophets

Three group of messengers,
dispatehed by King Saul on threc
successive  occasions, failed to
apprehend David three times because
they prophesicd wiien the Spirit of God
came upon them.

What Lhe messengers declared while
they were under Ged's divine power
during these ihree prophetic episodes is
unknown.

Bul what is known is 1hat the King's
men, who in their quest to find David at
Naioth Ramah, had instead encountered
prophels prophesying — and thus were
supernaturally prevented from carrying
out King Saul's order of arresting the
shepherd warrior,

How is it that “the Gefiath Stayes,”
heralded as Israciite hero, promoted to
army officer and even married into the
King's royal family, had beea relegated
to a common fugitive on the run?

The answer fo that question is no
secrel, many atfest.

They noted that insecurily, jeatousy,
anger, fear and demonic cppression now
drives the Israclite menarch to kill
David, his secend son-in-law,

Most acknowledge that Saul, anoinied
“Captain over the Lord’s people” when
Samue? poured n vial of oil on his head
and consecrated him Kirg years carlier,
is just simply oul of control,

In recent days Saul plotted and
planned David's demise, Bul those four
attempts failed.

The ruler even threw a spear at David

thrice, prompting his son-in-law 1o Nee
— with the hebp of his wife, Princes
Michal — in the middle ol the night afier
the last spear throwing incident,

“An evil spirit from the Lord came
upoen King Savt that evening,” Samuel
explained lo David when the Prophet
learned of the 1atest spearing incident and
Ihat King Snul tried to kill his prolege
six previous times.

Meanwhile, Saul’s spics reporled the
clusive shepherd warrior’s whereabouls
to the King at Gibeah.

“David is in Naioth at Ramab,” they
said of the place where Samuel taught

0wn hands and kill his nemesis David,
King Saul journeyed 1o Najoth at Ramah,

“Where is Samuel and David," the
King asked those at the Sechu Well, a
large reservoir where people from the
entére region draw waler,

“They're at Naioth in Ramah,” one
man assured his King.

While King Saul was ¢n route there,
the Spirit of God even fell on him just os
the Spirit of the Lord envelaped the
ruler’s threc group of messengers that
had preceded him.

Upon ariving al Najoth in Ramah, 1he
ruler stripped his clothes, prophesied

“What is this that has happened to the son af Kish...
I8 {King] Saul alse among the propieis?’
— People asking one another

Holy Men about the prophetic ministry
at the School of the Prophets.

King Saul dispatehed the first group
of messengers to 1ake David.

These men saw 8 company of Holy
Men prophesying, uader the tutelage of
Prophet Samucl.

All of a sudden, the Spirit of God
came upon Saul's messengers and they
prophesied.

When this report reached the King's
cars, he sent a sccond group of
messengers 10 atrest David.

Orce they arrived in Naioth at Ramah,
the Spirit of God felt upon these men and
they like the first group, also prophesied,

The King sent a third group of
messengers to nab David in Najoth at
Ramazh and the same thing happened 1o
them,

Determined o tnke matiers into his

before Prophiet Samucl a1 the Scheol of
the Prophels and prosieated himself
naked att day and atl night.

What wus Israelite King Saub
prophesying? What was he saying?

Was he declaring 1hat David would
succeed him just as he, so many years
earlier, declared the Godly and anointed
legitimacy of his own kingship? Perhaps
50, bul no pne knows far cerlain,

But the similarities of these two
cvenls are guite unganay.

For in his pre-King days it was Saul,
described a5 a young man whose head
and shoulders towered over everyone
¢lse, who was insteucted hy his spiritual
menlor Samuel to mect prophets
descending from the high worship place
a1 Gilgal.

Worshippers sirumming Iyres, beating
tambourines, biewing ffules and playing

harps would precede these Hoty Men,
Prophet Samuel predicted.

**The Spirit of the Lord will envelope
you in power and you will prophesy with
Lhe prophets,” Samuck forciold to Saul,
deseribed as “a choiee and goodly young
man" by those who knew the son of Kish
years carlier. .

*You will be changed imto a different
person,” Prophet Samuel 1old Saul then,
“Once these signs are fuifilied, it shall
be that whalever you do — you will
suceeed because the Lord God is with
you.”

As Bamuel instrucled, Saul waited for
the prophet at Gilgal for seven days, &
period which the prophcel would also
offer burnt and fellowship sacrifices.

When Saul left Samuel, the Eord
changed the son of Kish's heart. And the
signs which the prophet foresaw did
come 10 pass.

The prophetic procession med him and
the Spirit of the Lord came upon him in
power and he joined in their
prophesying.

Whien all of those who knew Saut and
saw him prophesying with the prophets,
they knew he was out of character,

“What is this that has happened 1o the
son of Kish,” they asked one another, “1s
Sauk alse among the prophets?”

Just as Israel's subjects knew their
ruler had attempted to kill David many
limes before the shepherd warrior eould
became Istaclile King, they knew the
King was out of characier yet again,

That's why the people believed that
“King Saul was among the prophets”
when they saw their monarch
prophesying under the Spirit of God a1
Naioth ef Ramah,
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Jonathan refuses to believe Saul wants David dead

Princely pair concoct plan to
test the King’s resolve

Even though King Saul tried to kill
Prince David 12 times, it was difficull
for Prince Jonathan to believe that his
father really wanted his best [viend and
brother-in-law dead.

Soina plan concocted by the princely
pair to test the King's cesolve, David
suggested 1o Jonathan that he not eat with
the suler during the New Moon Feslival.

If King Saul became angered at
David's absence, then Jonathan would
certainly know his father i5 indeed
determined to harm him.

But if Saul accepied Jonathan's
cxplanation that David was absent from

dining with the King to sacrifice with his
family in Bethlchem, then the two weuld
certainly know the ruler didn't wani to
harm the shepherd warrior afler atf,

On the cve of the New Moon Festeval,
an exasperated David asked Jonathan
what had he denre, hew had he wronged
King Saul and what sin had he
committed to wasrant death, sources

his [ather had it in for David.

“My Iather doesn’t de anything
without confiding in me first,” he said,
“Ifhe"s really plotting your demise, why
would he hide this importans matier from
me? It can’t he so! 1’s simply not so?”

David told Jonathan that King Sauwl
knew they loved each ather like brothers,
according 10 their private conversation.

‘I’ve heard my father tried to kill you several times.
I just didn’t want to believe it’ — Prince Jonathan

close to both men related to Tihe
Wenlnment Specinlor,

“You’re not going le die,” insisted
Jonathan, refussing to believe, despite
averwhelming evidence to the contrary,

Princc almest impaled when
King throws his spear at him

Enraged Saul nearly
kills Jonathan

If Prince Jonathan doubted King
Saul wouldr't kill his best [riend David,
he certainly knows now.

When initially ordering David's
execution len immedialely roversing
that death warrant, King Saul
personally swore 10 Jonathan that he
would not hurt the shepherd warrior.

But as cveryone is certainly aware
— by the King's many reporied
murderaws atlerpts on his life — Saul
fias broken that promisc again and
again,

Enraged that Jonathan endorsed
Dravid as next ruler — over himself and
his three brothers - plus furious that
he's shielded the shepherd warrior, Saul
threw a spear ai the prince,

By almost impaling Jonathan, Saul
threatencd the very dynasty he so
recklessly and ruthlessly teied to
cslablish.

IF it wasn'L for his quick reflexes
developed by military ¢raining and
battleficld experience, Jonathan, the
King's preferred heir 1o his own throne,
could have heen kitted that evening,
many noted,

This fourth Saul spear-throwing
incident — three husled at David and
now onc thrown al Jonathan me
happened on the second evening of the
New Moon Festival.

Last seen publicly with Prophet
Sarwel at Naioth of Ramah where Saul
dispatched three group of messengers
to arrest David, the son of Jesse
returned 1o Gibeah at the beginning of
the celebralion and was sighted hiding
in a field.

Even though the King ried to kil
David on numerous oceasions, 1he
shepherd warrior was surprisingly still
scheduled (o dine with Sael on the
Festival's first evening.

Prince Jonathan and Israclite Army
Captain Abner also were to cat dinner
with the King that evening, confirmed
palace atterdanis,

Because of the repealed atiempis on
David's life, everyone in Saul's
household doubted if the shepherd
warrior would ever sup at the King's
table again. But apparently not His
Eminence.

King Saul still speculated why David

was absenl from the feslival feast 1hat
had beep Javishly prepared, according
to palace attendants who knew lhe
ruler’s state of mind.

“Saul thought David was
ceremoninkly unciean, but no one
spoke about his absence during
dinner,” a servant remarked.

Sowhen David didn"1 appear on the
New Moan Festival's second evening,
King Saul finally asked Jonathan for
information,

“Why didn'{ the son of Jesse come
lo dinner yosterday and why hasn’t he
dincd with us today," King Saul said.

“David asked pesmission to go to
Bethlehem, because his family is
celebrating the New Moon Feslival and
his lather asked him to joir them,”
answered Jonathan,

The King, who had tried 1o kill
David more than a dozen times atready,
sensed thal his son was protecling
David yet again, palace attendants
opined, bascd on what they next heard.

“Yeu son of a perverse and
rebeliious woeman,” King Saul yelled
to Jonathan. “Don't I know that you
have sided with the son of Jesse mm
much te your own shame and to the
shame of your mother who carried
you'™

Then King Saul made a loud,
chilling and resolute decloration,

*As long as the son of Jesse lives,
breathes and walks on God's geeen
carth, neither you ner your RKingdem
will ever be established,” he said,
“Now go and bring him 10 me. For he
musl die!”

Jonathan asked what did David do,
how bhad he wronged King Saul and
what sin had he commisted to warrant
death? But befere he coutd remind his
father yelagain that David was an assel
tothe Kingdon, Saul stood amd in one
Mluid motion, resched for his spear wilh
his right hand and (hrew it at him.

Quickly dodging the sharp-hiaded
projectile whizzing by him, Jonathan
left King Saul's table “angry,”
“prieved," and “ashamed of his father,”
severyl eyewitnesses said.

Even though Saul atmost kitled his
firstborn son that night, everyonc
knows — cspecially Prince Jonathan
~ David was Lhe figurative larget.

Now Jonathan knows King Saul is
seriens aboul killing David and would
not stop until he succeeded.

“That's why hic won't tell you that he's
trying 10 kill me,” David suid, "Because
he knows you will disapprove and be
saddened if be succeeds.”

To accentuale his point, David said
“as surely as the Lord God Almighty
lives” there's only one step between him
and death,

“I 1ell you my dear fricrd Jonathan,
your father wants ta kill me," David
declared.

“Okay, okay, vkay,” Prince Jonathan
acknowledged.

“I've heard my Father tried e kill you
several limes. I just didn't want to
Belicvg it. Whatever you wanl me o do
1o help you — 11 doit” he said.

Reminding Jonathan about the

upcoming holiday, David said he could
£0 10 his hometown Bethlehem and
parlicipate in the annual New Moon
Festival sacrifice with his family.

Evenshough David fled for hislife to
Naioth at Ramah and avoided being
arrested by King Saul and bis
messengers thers, he still wanted 1o
relisrn te court and carry out his official
dulies,

“I"'m supposcd to have dinner with the
King," David said. “I'll hide in the ficld
instead until the evening of the day after
tomerrow, If your father misses me al
ail, tell him, ‘David asked my permission
e saceifice the annuai New Moon
Festival Sacrifice with my family.’

“IThie says, ‘very well,’ then you will
know it is safe. But if he loses his [emper
like he has many times before, then you
can be assured he's determined to kit
me," he said,

Because of their cioseness, David told
Jenathan that he would rather be killed
by his best friend than by King Saul,

“I would never betray or kill you,”
Jonathan said. “I{ { knew my father was
delermined 1o harm you, wouldn't Fiell
you?”

The two were Enst seen talking in she
field,

The fugitive David
seeks help at Nob

He receives food,
weapons and advice from
High Pricst Ahimelech

The King's fugitive son-in-law, on the
un frem Sauk and his men [or the past
three days, sought and received
assistance from Tsracl's ranking priest,
@lje Teslament Speclator fearned.

David asked for food, weapons and
advice from High Priest Ahimelech,
conlirmed witngsses who saw the
shepherd warrior in Nob that day.

Bul Ahimelech hecame sospicious
why David visited him a1 Nob, a small
Levilical community logated about five
miles novth from the shepherd wartior's
Bethlehem-judah home.

Ahimelech, the lste great Aaron’s
tenth Levitical priestly successor, feared
1alking to David, several bystanders
confirmed. Bul the son of Ahitub did 5o
anyway.

“Why do you come by yourself and
where are your men,” nsked Ahimelech,

“My Lord Saul scnt me on a secrel
mission,” answered David.

Bul anyone whu was swase ol current
events would know that was untrue.,

Allempting to add more eredibility to
his false stery, David told Abimeleeh that
bhis men were nearby.

“1"11 rendezvous with them later,” he
said,

Pavid requested five loaves of bread,
bul Ahimelech said he dida't have any.

“I do have some consecrated bread
that we use for the Lord’s ceremonics,”
he explained. "I'll give some to you —
that is il you can assure me that neisher
you or your men haven't had relations
with women lately.”

David said since they've been on duty
for 72 hours, ncither he nor his men
haven’t had the time.

“Whenrever I and my men ase en a

mission for the King or deployed into
batile, we stay away [rom women,"”
explained David. “S0 because we're on
a secret mission, we've been celibate.”

Ahimelech  gave David the
consecraled bread, Since there was no
bread — except the bread of the Presence
that hud been removed from belore the
Lord and replaced with other bread that
day — it was taken away.

Meanwhile on what could have been
an wnrelated — yet sll related —
development, Docg, the Edomite who
was the King's head shepherd,
valuntarily detained himsell before the
Lord at Nob that day.

Bul no onc knew why, Perhaps the
penitent Doeg had sinned and sought
atonemenl, several priesls sarmiscd.

Conversely, maybe he — and not
David — was the actual one on a secrel
mission for the King, others opine,

Detaining himsell before the Lord ai
Nob during the same time David was
there is rather coincidental. Maybe he
could have been spying for Saul, David's
loyalists nssert.

However the secretive Doeg kept the
reaser for his detainment private, David
was awarc that one of Saul's servanis
was in Nob that day.

Suspicious of Dpeg, David fel
vulnerable that he, or other secret spies,
were walching him. Because David feit
defenscless, he asked Ahimelech for
weapons,

“I know this is a religions town, but
don’t you have n spear er o sword around
here,” he asked. "The King's secrel
mission was so urgent, I didn’t even have
time to bring any weapons with me."

The High Pricst considered it strange
lor King Saul’s acmy commander to he
on duty yet not armed.

Ahimelech said that Goliath's sword

(Continned on Page 7. Column 1)
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‘Mighty Men’ of Israel join Prince David’s
rebellion; Four hundred defect from Kingdom

The “rag tag” group
are outlaws,
a King spokesman says

A “rag tag"” group of 400 outlaws
oined e fugitive David 1o zebel against
israel and (he monarch, announced a
spokesman for Israclite King Ssut.

“It saddens King Saul to report thal
kis beloved son-in-law and Prince
Jonathan's best fricnd has commited
high treason,” said the spokesman,
explaining why the King was reluctantly
compelled yet duty-bound 1o order
David's execution,

“David has turned on his God, his
nation, the King and his people,” the
spokesman added. “The once high
ranking army commander is nothing
more than a commander of knaves,
thieves and criminals.”

These 400 distressed, indebied and
discontented men weren’t a “rag tag”
treasonous group at all, according o
those whao knew their military reputation.

Having proven themselves time and

lime again in batle with David during
many Philistines campaigns, these
weartiors were considered by many o be
the siroagest and mightiest Iscaclides,
they reminded @l Testument Specintor,

King Saul’s psychalogical afliction
and the many — and some would assert
unwarranted — murderous atlempts on
David’s life must have been yeasons for
their defection, tiey opine,

Certainly David's Joyalisis could ot
blame him for finally flecing Saul's count

southwest of Bethlehem,

David's family must have been
agilated and angry 1o fearn shat King Saul
tricd to kill their brother on several
oceasions, sources from the shepherd
warrior's camp surmised,

Especially since Eliab, Abinadab,
Shammah were three brave men who
recently fought in King $aul’s army
against the Philistines,

So when David's six brothers and
Father Jesse's entire houschold heard

‘David... is a pirate who commands a collection of thieves
and criminals’— King Saul’s spokesman

nor could they criticize the shepherd
warrior's men for following him.

Last seen with Jonathan by the Ezel
Slone, a majority of people didn*t know
David's whereabous — that is unlil the
King's spokesman publicly released a
classified reconnaissance repont,

The report revealed the shepherd
wartlor David left Gath (hometown ol
the siain Geliath) and escaped to
Adullam Cave, located about 12 ntiles

whete he was hiding, they wenl down to
meel him at the Adulfam Cave, also
tocaied about 20 miles from Nob,
From there, Bavid went 1o Mizpah,
He asked the King of Moab for
sanctuary, confirmed Saul's spokesman,
insisting again that the popular shepherd
warrior had commitied high treason,
The Moab King was King Saul’s
carliest enemies. King Saul had already
Tought against the ruter when Isracl’s

first monasch, who just assumed rule
over Isracl, battied the Ammonites,
Edomiles, the Kings of Zobsh and
Philistia,

David must have also felt comfortable
secking sanctuary in Moab beeause his
Great-grandmother Ruth was a
Moabitess woman, those who knew
David's family wee theorized.

“Please allow my Father Jesse and
Mother Nahash 1o stay with you until I
tearn what God will do for me,” the
Moab King's seribe recorded David
asking him.

Moab's King complied with David's
request,

The shepherd warrior left them there
and they stayed with him while David
hid in the 1abletop mountain foriress
referred by many it the region as “The
Stronghold.”

But Gad, David’s Seer, lold the
shepherd warrior otherwise.

“Do not stay in *The Strenphold,” the
Secr warned David. "Go inig the Jand of
Judah,

So David left and hid in Hareth Farest.

Israelite King Saul orders 85 Nob Priests executed

Docg, the Edomite,
_ kills Holy Men, their
families and cven livestock

Acgusing High Pricst Ahimelech for
pranting David sancloary and ¢onspiting
against the monarch, Xing Saul ordered
the guards to exceute the 85 priests and
peaple af Nob.

“KilE the Pricsis of the Lord, because
they have taken David's side,” one guard
heard the King say, "“The Priests and their
familics knew he was flecing from me
and they knew his whereabouts, yet they
did net report it to me.”

One guard, who spoke anonymously,
said he, his comrades and the King's
other royal officials refitsed fo carry out
the excculion ordes.

“Although we're loyal 1o King Saul,

David seeks
priestly help...

(Coniinued from Page 6, Columa 4}

was wrapped in a cloth and stored behind
the ephod, & gold, blue, pusple and scariet
colored apronlike vestment worn ground
the High Pricst’s lorso during religious
rituals,

“If you want the sword, take ji."
Ahimelech said of the sword which
technically belonged to David anyway
because he defeated the giant from Gath,

“This is a holy community, High
Priest Ahimelech said. There is no need
for it here.”

“There is none like that weapon,” said
David, probably recalling the moment
when he decapitated Goliath with his
own sword,

“Give the sword to me,” David said.

Ahimelech and David were last seen
eatering the building where Goliath's
sword had been stored.

Alterentering the building, the High
Pricst privately prayed for David and
gave him religious counsel, several
priests confirmed.

we weren't going to kil the Priests of
the Lord," the guard said emphatically.

"No way! No way,” another puard
mutiered in agreement, [ didn’t join
King Saul's elite bodyguard unit to
slaughter Holy Men — especially Pricsts
of the Lord!”

The guards fearfully acknowledged
they didn't want to incur God's wrath
on them or lheir families.

the King’s business.

“Who is as Juyal as David,” asked
Ahimekech, oblivions to the politics and
machinations m King Sael’s court,

“He’s your son-in-kaw, i ¢commander
inthe army and highty respected in your
houschald. Protocol necessitale thal |
pray for him and pive him religious
counsel,” Ahimelech explained 10 the
mighly ruler of Isracl.

T didn’t join King Saul’s elite bodyguard unit to slaughter Holy
Men, especially Priests of the Lord’ — a security guard

“That's wiy I didn"t raise my sword
against them,” another guard remarked.

Surreunded by his roya) officials
while presiding over a hastily called
meeting under a tamarisk tree ors Gibeah
Hitl, King Saul attempied (o ascertain
who was still loyal 1o him. He asked
them 1o divelge any intelligence ahout
his nemesis, David.

Yet no one offered any information
to Israet's rier o5 to the elusive shepherd
warrior’s whereabouls,

But Daoep, the Edomite who serves as
King Szul’s head shepherd, said he saw
the son of Jesse speaking 1o the High
Priest at Nob, a small Levitical
community located about five miles
north of David's Bethelehem-judah
heme.

“Ahimelech sought the Lord for him,
gave your son-in-law provisions and
gave him Gotiath's sword,” Doeg
reveated.

Upon bearing this, King Saul sent a
guard detail to Nob to apprehend
Ahimelech — the son of Ahilub — and
his eatire family.

“Why have you conspired against
me," the King asked Ahimelech afler he
and his family were breught before him
under the lamarisk tree on Gibezh Hill
that alternoon.

“Why did you give him bread,
Galiath's sword and pray for him,” he
asked the holy man angrily.

Confused why King Saul was so
angry at him and his loved ones,
Ahimelech said that David explained to
the Hiph Priest that he was at Nob 1o do

Anger ot the holy man caused King
Saul to lose his composure,

“You will surely die, Ahimetech —
you and your falher’s entire family,”
decreed the King, ordering the Hiph
Priesls” immediate execution,

When avone moved ercomplicd with
the order, King Saul locked around in
rage and spotied Docg near him. He then
directed the Edomite o carry oot the
dastardly decd.

“You," ¢commanded King Sauvl,
poirting his finger nt his head shepherd.

*“You! Strike down the priess.”

Not onby did Doeg dutifully cbey and
slay the 85 priests as he was so ordered,
the Edomile also wenl to Nob and with
murdercus zeal, slaughiered the men,
women, ¢hildren and infants, Neither
cattle, donkey nor sheep escaped the
sharp blade of Boeg's dlood-soaked
swordt,

Fortunately Abiathar, son of
Ahimelech and prandson of Ahitub,
escaped and fied to David for sancluary
and protection, -

“I knew that day when T was at Nob
that Brocg would betray me,” David toid
Abiathar afler leariing [rom him what
happened 1o the Lord's Pricsts and Nob
community slaughier,

Consoling the lone survivor for his
loss, David took responsibility for the
wrocities commitled against Abiathar's
family.

He assured him not to be afraid and
invited him 1o stay in his camp,

*“The man who is seeking your Jile is
seeking mine also,” David said. “You
will be sale with me."

"David must die becouse he has
betrayed God. He had hetrayed me and
he has betrayed my subjects,” dectared
King Saul to the Tribe of Benjamin.

In a speech deiivered to those
gathesed on Gibeah Hill just before
ordering Nob's 85 priests and their
families executed, King Saul made his
gase. “My lellow Benjamites, 1 appeal
to you this duy. Hear me,” he said.

“Will David, of Judah, give you afl,
from the Tribe of Benjamin, mere land
and vineyards,” asked Kinp Saul,
altempting to creale intertribal distrust,

“Will the son of Jesse promote some
of you 1o be ficld commanders over
thousands and appaint others captaing
of hundreds,” he guestioned them while
sitting under adamasisk tee twieting his
spear.

"Did you all conspire against me

‘David must die,” King Saul
declares to the Benjamites

hecause be has promised if he were to
become king he would pive you
property, crops, position and power,”
he asked.

Even though he was their King
chosen by Ged and anoisted by Prophet
Samuel, Saul said he has been
disrespected.

“You have been disloyal and
insensitive toward me," he said to the
Benjamites and officials who were
standing around him.

King Saul said no onc told him that
his son made a covenant with David.
“No one is concerned about my
feelings nor informs me that Prince
Jonathan incited David, my servant, 1o
He in wait for me, as he docs this day.”

For turning on God, betraying the
King and going agrinst his own people,
"David must die,” King Saul said.
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‘David’s Defectors’ save Keilah from Philistines

Stolen cattle reclaimed by
shepherd warrior and his men

With the approval and heip of the
Lord God Almighty, David and his men
Tought the Philistines at Keilah, inflicted
heavy losses oo the cnemy there and
spared the city's inkabitants from future
piilaging attacks.

Aware what was going on 2t the royak
court, a Keilah farmer knew those who
saved them weren't from King Saul's
army.

Thus the apprecintive farmer
affectiorately characterized David’s 660
men as “David’s Defeclors,”

But the devoul farmer was quick 1o
credit God for delivering the Philistines
into sheir hands, as the Lord delivered
Isracl from her foes 50 many times
before.

“Praise be to God! Praise be to God,”

the farmer said. “'And praisc be 10
‘David’s Delectors’ for stopping the
Phitislines from looting the wheat of our
theeshingfloors!™

On the run from King Souk for several
days, "David's Defeclors” pul their own
safety aside after Keilah's residents
asked them for help.

of their preduce and livestock, For
Philistia was close to Keilah, a village
located about £5 miles southwest of
Jerusalemn,

So Keilah's village clders approached
David.

“The Philistines are looting Lhe
threshingfloors at Keilah,” the elders

‘Praise be to God and praise be to *David’s Defectors’ for
stopping the Philistines from leoting the wheat of our
threshingfloors’ — a Keilal farmer

As aresult of their quick and decisive
victory, “David's Defectors™ reclaimed
alk the stelen eatlle {rom the Philistines,

“Now ourchildren's stomachs won’t
goempty,” the farmer said, “And we can
tithe the yicld of our threshingfloors o
the Lord as He 50 commanded,”

With no military foree to stop them,
it was casy for the Philistines t cross
the Israclite border and rob the viltogers

said of lhe agrarian communily’s
designated hard pan arca where farmers
separaie the wheat from chaff,

“Shall 1T go and attack these
Philistines," David asked the Lerd,
aware he wouldn't get any backup from
King Soul,

“Go, allack the Philistines and save
Keilah,” the Lord 101d him,

But when David old the men ¢f Judah

the Lord said 1o atack and tried to recruil
them to help, they refused Lo fight the
Philistines,

“We are alraid here in fudah,” they
said referring to Keilah, a vatley village
given to their tribe years carlier by the
Lord through Joshua son of Nun,

“We certainly can't go to Keilah
against the Philistine forces,” they said,
refusing to help the Keilahites or
“David’s Defeetors.”

Wanting 10 be assured thalit was truly
the Lerd awthorizing him to attack the
Phitistines, David asked the Lord yet a
second time. The Lord was patient with
him.

“Go down 1o Keilah, {or I will deliver
the Philistines inte your band,” the Lord
assured David.

So rather than rely on the men of
Judah, David and his men yusied in God
and saved the inhabitants of Keilzh on
their own,

Keilahites’s betrayal of David averted; Shepherd
warrior and his ‘Defectors’ escape to Ziph Desert

The Lord forewarns David of
plot before it’s too late

David knesw that ¢ven though he and
his men «efeated the Philistines and
reclaimed ail the Keilabites® stolen cattle,
viltage chifers will stili tern them over to
King Saul.

Gut intuition confirmed by inguiring
of Gud is how David was certain that if
given the opporiunity, the people whe
he just saved would betray him.

David’s victories always came at a
high price. The fast-moving, vffensive
taclics which “David’s Befectors”
cmployed against the Philistines in this
skirmish had fatigued them, They were
now vulnerable, spies apprised King
Saul.

The batlle completed, speils of war
reclaimed and security perimeter
established 1o be ready [or a possible
Philistine counteratiack, "David’s
Defectors” rested,

Recuperating in a defensive posture,
David and his men were ensconced

behind Keilah's protective walls, This
would be the best lime {o attack them,
King Saul’s spies advised their ruler.
“God has handed him over 10 me,”
King Saul responded with glee upon
Learing David’s predicament, “Dyvid
has imprisoncd himself in a town thal
has no gates, no bars and no way [or him

High Pricst Ahimelech — and Isracl's
other High Priests before him — wore
during religious ceremonics.

Fortanately for David, when Abiathar
fled the Nob massacre, he brought the
orpale goid, blue, purple and searlet
colored ephed with him.

Ttwas belicved that David had already

Will Keilalt’s citizens surrender me to him? Will Saul come
down, as your servant has heard? O Lord,
God of Israel, tell your servant’ — David

Lo escape me,”

Mobilizing his forees, King Saul
preparcd 1o march on Keilah, hesiege
BPavid there and then once the clusive
shepherd warrior had been finatly
corncred, kill his nemesis and slaughter
his 600 traitors,

But somehow the survivor David
learned of King Saul's pfot against im.
He asked Abiathar, the only surviving
son of the muordered High Priest
Ahimelech, for divine direction.

“Bring the ephod,” said David,
refersing to the holy vestment which

asked Abinthar, who was alse a priesy,
tw use the ephod while inquiring the Lord
whether o fight the Philisiines aL Keilzh,
seme in the shephierd warrior’s camp
speculate.

This time David wanted 10 know if
King Saul would attack them at Keilah
and ascerizin if village clders would
betray him.

“Q Lord, God of smcl, your humble
servant has heard that Saul is planning
to march on Keitah and destroy this town
beeause of me,” David stated in his
prayer 10 his God.

“Will Kestal's citizens surrender me
to him? Will Saul come down, as your
servant has heard? O Lord, God of Israel,
tell your servant,” David implored,
secking answers 10 his three guestions.

The Lord conlirmed 1hat King would
besicge Keilub and inan attempt 1o save
themselves, the Keilzhiles would
sarrender him and his men 1o Saul,

Rather than chide the Keilahites for
their prophesied betrayal, David and his
600 mea peacefully ard gquictly left
Keilah without incident.

8o "David's Defectors,” the nume an
appreciative Keilah fasmer alfectionately
called the shepherd warrior and his 600
men, escaped an impending King Saul
attack and bid in deserl caves.

When Saul was told that David had
eseaped, the King changed his plans and
decided not to put his Iroops through the
15-mide Jerusalem-10-Keitah march.

Meanwhile, David stayed in the Ziph
Desert Hills.

Daily, Saul searched for David and
came close to laking his life several
times, bul Ged pretecied him.

King Saul’s

Jonathan encourages David
during Ziph Forest mecting

The King's disgruntied son and his
fugitive friend met seereily in Ziph
Forest, sources close to both men
confirmed.

Itis rather interesting Lthat Jonathan,
esiranged from Saui because he
disagreed wilh his father's repeated
assassination altempts on David, found
the fugitive and not ahe King's men.

But that's what happened, The
mmlnmﬂllﬁprduinr learned.

No one knew cxactly when or
specificaily where the two men met, bul
the meeting did take place, according
1o those close 1 Jenathan and David.

It seems that King Saul and his men
didn't ask Prince Jonathan where he
met David, If they had, the elusive
shepherd warrior would have been
captured by now, many noted,

disgruntled son meets fugitive friend

Even thouph he was probably
dispusted, embarmssed and ashamed of
his Father's conduct, Prince Jonathan
stayed out of King Saul’s way,

Jonathan did not tnke part in the Nob
slaughter nordid be publécly criticize the
atrocity.

When the King mobilized his troops
to attack David and his men at Keilab,

covenani and expressed brotherly love
Tor the other.

Encouraging David to seek God's
strenpth during this trying time, Prince
Jonathan also predicted that it was God's
will that David — and not one of King
Saul's descendang ~ become King,

Jomathan said he would support David
as Israc!'s next King.

‘Even though my Father may not like it, he knows you will be
Israel’s next ruler of Israel’— Prince Jonathan to David

be second to you in a Davidic
Kingdom,"”

Jonathan had already expressed his
confidence in David. For shortly after
the shepherd wasvior defeated Goliath
of Gath, the son of Saul gave the son of
Jesse his royal garments, sword, bow
and gizdle,

Bul this sclfless acknowledgment,
symbolic acquicscence and royal
endorsement of young David's
inevitable ascension to the Israclie

Jonathan remained sequesiered at home,
the prince's scrvants confirmed.

Because Jenathan stayed out of the
limelight, it was casy for him to leave
unnoticed and meet with David, last seen
departing the city he just liberated
because the Lord warned him that the
Keilahites would betray he and his 600
men.

So during this secret meeting,
Jonathan and David renewed their

It seemed impossible that a [ugitive
could become the next King of Isroel,
David probably asked Jonathan, his
brather and dear friend.

Mo one knew the answer o that
question, bul during the interim,
Jonathan encewraged David 10 rost Gl

“Don’t be afraid,” said Jonathan te
David during the meeting in the woods,
“King Saul will not lay 2 hantd on you,
You will be King over Israch, and I will

throne displ ] King Saul back then,
This was when Saul's fear, distrust and
jealeusy of the nstion®s hero first began.

“Even though my Father may not
like it, he knows you will be next ruler
of Isract,” Junathan said.

Before departing aad geing their
separate ways. Jonathan aad David
reaffirmed their covenant before the
Lord.

The prince went back home, but
David remained in the forest.
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Ziphites offer
to assist
King Saul

Finding, apprehending and
handing David to Iscaelite
raler would be difficult

A group ol Ziphiles, who met King
Saut at Gibeah, offercd 10 find,
apprehend and fand David over 1o
the Israclite ruler.

The Ziphite delegation confizmed
that David is hiding where they live
in the caves of Horesh, on the hifl of
Hakiluh, south of Jeshimon.

“We beseech you, greal King of
Isracl, come to Ziph and we wili hand
the man who i your encmy 10 you,*
aZiphite delegate boasted ducing the
meeting,

Appreciative of their offer, King
Szul accepied their assistance,
invoked 1he Lord's blessing on them
and asked the Ziphiles to spy on
Dravid for him.

“They tell me he is very carelul
and shrewd,” King Sau! caulioned
them. “It’s not going to be casy. But
he’s only buman and he docs make
mistakes. Find ot who he sees and
where he hides."

The Israclile ruler requested they
go in advance and oblain intedigence
on David.

“Then report back 1 me,” he said.
“Afier that, F will go with you. If he
is in the arca, I will track him down
thronghout Judak's teeritory and
search for him among my people.”

What metivated the Ziphites to
spy ¢n David for King Saul is
unknown. Were they mercenaries?
Did the Ziphites owe King Sauk a
favor? Was there a feud hetween
them and David, his family or tibe?
Noone knows.

Nevertheless, the delegation
returned (o Ziph ahead of Saul, as he
so requested.

A Ziph surveillance team was set
up. They watched David around-the-
ciock and regularly sent dispatches
Lo King Saul, apprising him of
David's every move.

When King Saul felt he had
enough intelligence to know where
to procezd and when to apprehend
David, he journcyed 10 Ziph.

Althetime King Saul and his men
bepan searching for him, David and
his 600 “Defectors” were in the
Desert of Maon — which is again,
south of Feshimon,

Informed that King Saul's men
were neashy, David descended the
roek and stayed in the Maon Deserl,

King Saul pursued David but
again, the Lerd protected him. Saul
was on one side of the mountain and
David plus his men were fleeing
hurriedly on the other side.

As Saul's men were closing in on
David te capture he and his
“Deleclors” there, an unexpecied
einergency message aleried the King
of an external threat.

“Come quickly," n messeager said
to King Saul. “The Philistines are
invading us.”

Duty-bound to protect his territory
and people, Saul broke off pursuing
David and went to engage the
Philistines. David stayed in the area
and lived in the En Gedi caves.

Shepherd warrior refuses to kill
Israel’s King; Shows him mercy

Stumbling upon Saul in a
cave, David regrets cutting
robe of ‘the Lord’s anointed’

David refused 1o slay the man who
had tried to kill him 20 fmes!

Israel’s acclaimed hero, respected
commander, honored prince and now
fugilive, dodged spears, avoided capiure,
alluded spies and escaped many
assassination alempts.

Any royal subject in any kingdom and
in any realm would have felt juslificd
relaliating against the king who plotied
and planned their murder,

Not the fajthlul and respeciful David,

Israel's deposed prince could have
stabbed King Saul or hacked him 10
picces while the ruler was in a cave
relieving himseld!

Bul the son of Jesse, the Ephrathile
of Bethlehem-judab, spared the son of
Kish's life.

Some of Davidd's distressed, indebted
and discontenied men, who defected
frem the Kingdom because they
disagrecd with Xing Saul and his
policies, erilicized their leader.

Upon learning Jater of his merceiful
restraint, other Davidic loyalists also
opincd Pavid should have slain Saul 10
restore urder throughout the Kingdom,

Because in King Saul's yuestof irying
to murder the nation's most popular
subiject, he manipulated [sracl's enemics,
kitled Israel’s priests, slaughtered
innocent families and would have
besieged Keilah — committing more
atrocities in lhe process —— if the
shepherd warrior and his “Delectors™
hadn't fled 1o the desert.

Acknowledging that Israel's King is
God's anvinted, David refuted this
nolion, expressed remorse for culting a
picee of the ruler’s clothes and rebuked
his men [or urging bim to slay Saul.

Despite being accompanied by
Isracl’s best men, how did King Saut
become so vulnerable? How was the
ruler so exposed in a most humbling ond
defenseless posiure? There must have
been a breakdown in Saul's protection.

Nevenheless, this is how David cuta
picce of Saul’s robe, The Testnurent
Spreintor learncd.

Returning [tem  pursuing he
Philistires, King Saul recsuited 3,000 of
Isract's best men. They searched for
David in En Gedi’s many caverns.

The shepherd warrior and his 600
“Defectors” hid in the very same “Rocks
of the Wild Goals” cave where King Sauf
took his break.

‘It didn’t seem right stabbing
the mighty King of Israel in the
back while he was going to the

bathroom' — David

“This musi be the day which the Lord
spoke to you ahout,” one of David's men
ran (o him and 1old him glecfully.

*What are you 1atking abous,"” David
asked inguisitively.

“Didn't the Lord say 'F will deliver
your enemy o you to deal with as you
wish,™ the unidentified warrior
reminded David.

“Sure, yes, but what do mean,” David
inyuired.

“Well, we saw King Saul in (he back
of this very cave,” the man $aid, “and
he’s syuatting — about ready to,,.”

Somehow sensing what he was going
la gay, David interrupted the warrior out
of respect for King Saut,

He just didn’t believe it. Out of all of
these days King Saul pursued him and
his men, it was guite ironic that he could
slay Istael's mighty King while the ruler
was defecating?

Credering the majorily of his men to

siay back, David asked the unidentified
man [0 t2ke him and a squad to King
Saul.

When they acrived nt the cave's
location where the Israekite ruler was
spolted squatting, the group quicily
kaceled behind a large rock.

Lo and behold, not too far away,
David saw the tall man,

David (old them alf 1o stay behind and
moved closer with drawn sword in hand,

He had not been this close to his
master since King Saul tried to pin him
against the wall with his spear,
prompling the shepherd warrior (o flee
Gibeah,

David crept closer wilh his sword
raised, He thought of slaying Saul right
there on the spot, but he just couldn't
biring himself to kitl him.

“It didn't scem right stabbing the
mighty King of Isracl in the back while
ke was going 10 the bathroom," David
remarked fater to @he Testnment
Specintar,

A pertion of King Saui's robe was on
arock nearest him, David carefully and
quictly sliced a corner of Bis robe with
his sharp sword and snuck back to the
others,

Immediately, David's conscience
pricked him for slicing a corner of his
King's robe.

“The Lord God forbid that 1 should
do such a thing w my master,” David
was quoted as whispering to his men,

“King Saul is the Lord’s anointed,”
said David, *1 sheuldn’t have lifted my
hand against him, because he belongs Lo
the Lord.”

Quietly reprimanding his men who
were with him, David ordered them not
i attack King Sauk,

The ruler would have remained
unaware how ¢lose to death he was if,
while departing the cave, David hadn't
upproached King Saul.

David vows never to harm King Saul

Although King Saulwried to kilk David
many fimes, the shepherd warrior vowed
not to hasm the Israclite rulee.

Moments after Saul emerged from
onc of the En Gedi caves, Davié arose
from behind the rock and showed
himself to the King, according 10 several
soldiers from both camps,

"My Lerd the King,” dectared David,

Turnirg around, King Saul was
startled and shocked at secing David, the
man who he had pursued persistently for
sa long,

In a gesture of humbleness and
respect, the hunted bowed and prostrated
himself 1o the ground before the hunter,

The lwo had not spoken Lo each other
since the evening King Saul wied
impale David with his spear, several
reminded ©lje Gestumend Spretator,

This third spear-thzewn-al-David
incident prompted the shepherd warrior
to flee Gibeah during the middle of the
night, they recalled.

A fupilive onthe run since then, David
appealed 1o the King of [ssack that day
outside an En Gedi cave.

“Why do you lister when men say,
‘Bavid intends to harm you,' asked
David, revealing he eould have casily
killed King Saul, but he did nol touch
him.

“As the old saying goes, ‘From

evildeers come evil deeds,’ so my hand
will not touch you," David reiterated.,

“The Lord delivered you into my
hands while you were in that cave, but
even though my men urged me 1o kill
you, I spared your life," David said.

“1 10ld them that F would not Lifl my
sword 10 slay my master, because he is
the Lerd's anointed,” he added.

David then showed King Saul a picce
of cloth ia his hand, tangible proof o
King Saut of what he could have done.

“Docsn’t this picee of robe which |
am holding Lok Tamiliar,” he asked.

King Saul seemed rather taken aback
al what he saw, according to those who
watched him intently,

“I'cul off the corner of your robe while
you were relieving yourself, but as you
ca see, 1did not kill you and T could
have," David said.

David said he was innocent of any
wrangdoing and costrary 10 what the
King had propagandized, he is not
leading a cebeliion,

“Yel you are hunting me like an
animal,” David said. “May the Lord
judge between you and me. May He
avenge the wrongs you have done 1o me.
May He consider my cause and uphold
it. May He vindicale me by delivering
me from your hand,

“Hear me, mighty King of Isracl,

will nol lay a hand on you," David
vowed,

Some of "David’s Defectors” were
feeling rather uncomforlable, beeause
while David was tatking (0 King Saul,
more of the ruler's men gathered around,
Now they were pulnumbered.

After David declared his passionate
vow, Saul asked if it was truly David's
voice he heard and whether it was reatly
him.

Pricked by his conscience, King Saul
wepl, as if he was having an emolional
breakdewn, several men noted,

“My son, you are indeed a rightcous
mzn,” he acknowledged. “You have
treated me betier (han 1 would have
treated you if 1 were in your position.”

It would be footish and unwise for a
man-of-war 1o find his enemy in a
deflenseiess posiure ye1 refuses 1o take
advantage of it, King Saol admitted,

“May the Lord reward you greatly for
the way you have treated me today,” the
King sai¢l.

“1 know that you will surely be king
and that the Kingdom of Isracl will be
cstablished in your hands. Promise by
Almighty God that you will not kitl my
deseendanis,” he asked.

After David gave his onth to Saul, the
King relurned home. But David and his
men went up to the sirongholds.
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Prophet Samuel — Israel’s last Judge and
holy Priest, dies in his 90s; Buried at Ramah

Twelve Tribes Beholden to the Lord God United Under King Saul During Samuel’s Judgeship

Prophet Samuel, Isract’s last judge
who reluctantly yet masterfully
converted the nation's theeeracy to a
menarchy, died.

Suspeeted 1o be in his 90s, Prophet
Samuel's precise age was unknown,

Even before birth, Samuel was
dedicated 10 serve as a Priest of the
Lord,

His mother Hannah, enable to
become pregnant, went to Shiloh —
Isracl’s religions capital located in the
Tribe of Ephraim's testitory ~— to pray,
Hannah vowed that if the Lord gave
her a son, she would give him fo the
Lord and no razor would shave his
head. Seeing her pray, Eli, the Priest
was impressed with Hannal's
brokenness, sincerity and faith,

“May the God of Isracl answer your
prayer,”" he snid,

Hannah became pregnant, delivesed
a son and called him Sarouck, because
she “asked the Lord for him.”

After Samuel was weaned, Hannah
and Elkanah (Samucl’s father) lent him
e God. They took him to Shiloh to be
raised by Eli, the Priest. There, yeung
Samuel ministered unto the Lord aad
as he masured, he was approved by
God and men,

Prophecy On Eli

Hophni and Phinchas, ELi’s two sons
who served as Priests of the Lord,
were corrupl and knew not the Lord,
They disrespected the Lord's offering,
lornicated with women who served as
Shiloh's Tabernacle atiendants and
enliced the people to sin.

An enidentificd man of God warned
Eli that beeause of their wickedness,
his two sons would dic on the same
day. But despite that dire warning,
Hephni and Phirchas did not repent
while their father, looking the other
way, refused to denounce or defrock
them.

Like the unidentified man of God
before him, Samuel also prophesicd
judgment on Eli and his two sens.

“For 1 have told him that T will
Jjudge his house forever because of the
iniguity which he knows about," the
Lord Ged told Sarnuel to rekate to ElfL
“His sens are corrupt and he fias not
corrected them.”

Since EE did not reprave his sons,
the Lord God said sin in his family
would not he cleansed by sacrifice,

It must have been difficult for the
adopted son ol Eli to prophesy against
his adopted family, because the young
man loved the Pricst, But despile his
love for Eli, the obedient Samuel foved
Almighty God even more.

In process of time, $he uridentified
man of Ged and Samuel’s judgemental
prediction would tragicably come e
for Eli, as well as his entire famiy.

Abowt 4,000 men had been killed in
a Philistine batle and Isracl’s Elders
believed the Ark of the Covenant
would give them victory in the war.
The peopie transpoerted the Ark, which
symbolized the presence of God, from
Shiloh tw the batlefizld, But the
Philistines caplured the Ark in the
second batle,

Distraught upon learning this from a
messenger and grieved that Hophai

plus Phinchas were among 30,000
Israclite soldicrs slair in the sceond
ballle, the 98-year-old Eli w4 blind
and overweight man — accidentatly
fell backward from his chair, broke his
neck and died.

The same day, Phinchas’ pregnant
wife was in labor. When she heard the
Ark had been taken and the men in ber
famity died, she ravailed while
delivering a baby, several midwives
confirmed. Just before dying she
named ker son “[chabod,” because
*“the glory is departed from Israel” and
that Phincas and Eli were dead.

Samuel mouracd the loss of 30,000
men, grieved Eli's aceident, lamented
Hophni and Phinchas’ death and was
saddened that baby Ichabod was
orphancd,

“Whether priest or parishioner,
anyone who willlully sins against
Almighty Ged canbot escape the
Lord’s judgement,” he remarked laler
10 Wiie Yeolumend Spretntor,

“Tragically, that judgment spills
over and affeets a lot of people,” he
said,

Even before EL's death, afl Israel —
from the Tribe of Dan in the north 1o
Becehshebs City in the south - knew
he was a Prephet of the Lord. Every
prophecy Samuel spoke eame truc.

So after Efi’s passing, the Lord
promoted Samuel undisputed Judge,
Pricst and Prophcet of Isracl,

The Ark Captured

The succeeding seven months alter
the Philistines took the Ark, it was
transperied from Ashdod 10 Gaza,
Askefon, Gath and then finally to Ekron,
Because during that peried, the Lord
God inflicted the ishabitants of those five
cities wilh discase and each community
didn't want the Ark in their boundaries,

Finally, the Phitistine Lord's
transported the Ark — along with o
trespass offering - [rom Philistia to
Beth-shemesh.

Some men were curious about the
acacio-wooden, potden-faced, chest-
shaped Ark, They ill-advisably touched
the 1wo Angelic bowed-extended-
winged Cherubims, lifted the mercy scat
and pecked inside. As a result, more than
50,000 men were killed by plague, Beth-
shemesh ficalth officials reported.

*The Philistine Lords brought the Ark
of the Lord to us, yow guys come and
geli" an urgent Beth-shemesh messnge
stated to Kigjathjearim's city fathers.

Eleazar, the son of Abinadab, had
been sanclified to keep the Ark, 5o for
the siext 20 years it stayed in his house,
But the Ark was still in Kirjathjearim,
located abean eight miles nostheast of
Beth-shemesh, The house of Isract
bemoaned that the Ark waos still in
Philistine 1erritory. They wanted God 10
do something abouwt it.

Probably remembering Phincas’
wife, Samuel wanted “the glory
relurned to Iscacl” again, But as Priest,
Prophet and Judge, he knew the people
needed 19 return to Ged. So the steict
interpreter of Mosaiv Law led the
Tsraclites toward Almighty God.
Samuel exhorted the peeple to put
away steange gods, prepare 1heir hearis
and serve Him.

“When you do all that He reguires,
He will deliver you out of the hand of
the Philistines,” the Prophet said.

The Issaclites listencd and destroyed
Baatim and Ashtarath idols. Samucl
catted a fast, convencd the Israclites at
Mizpeh and in his ritualistic,
ceremaonial manner, dzew water and
poured it before the Lord. He
confessed the people's sing before the
Lord, Secking God's fergiveness,
Samuct presenled a burnt offering.

Meanrwhile, Philistine army officers
positioned their troops to aitack the
Israclites. Bust “the Lord thundered
against the Philistines” and Israel's
militia pursued and defeated them. As
a result of Samuel's prophetic and
pricstly anpinting, the Philistines did
not invade the consts of Esract again,
Godd’s band was against Isracl's enemy.

Wicked Sons

Like Eli's sons before them,
Samucl’s sons alse were wicked, The
Prophet’s cldes son, Joel, and yaungest
son, Abiak, served as Beersheba City's
judges, But they di nol adhere 1o their
[ather’s deveul ways. Joel and Abiah
were dishonest, aceepled bribes and
perveried justice.

But unlike Eli, Samucl must have
veproved them, becanse the Lord God
did not punish Prophet Samuel as He
didd Bl

Ruler Wanted

Tired of corrupt Judges and wanting
to have a visible central authority
figure like other natioas, the Elders of
Istucl pleaded Prophet Samuel for a
king.

But the ardent believer in and
religious practitioner of the “E am the
Lord your God" first of Ten Maosaic
Commandments, vehemenily protested
the people's preference of a king aver
God.

Yet Isracl's Jast Judge, who viewed
aruler rivaling lhe Lord Ged as an
affront to Almighly God, (inally yet
reluctantly ncquicsced to the people’s
wishes,

King Chosen

Prophet Samuck was led to the Tribe
of Benjamin and discovered Saul, a
good man deseribed as “o head aller™
than others. After genting 10 knaw him,
Samuel anointed Suul, son of Kish and
grandson of Abicl, as Israel's first
King. But as odd thing happencd on
the day Saul was chosen King,

When Prophet Samuel convened
Istael's tribes at Mizpeh and instructed
the people to go through a formal
selestion process, the son of Kish
could not be found because he was
hiding amaong the baggage, the Lord
told Prephet Samuel and the people.

But despite [ear of being crowned
Isracl’s first King, Saul was God's
anointed, As Israel’s new King, most
af the people proudly acknowledged
their new ruler, swore hins fealty and
consented to his divine right authority.

‘Obey His Voice’
Describing himsell as “old and
grayheaded™ in a farcwetl speech
delivered to the congregation of 1srael,
Prophet Samuet recited his exemplary

recard and receunted what the Lord
had done for them.

“When your fathers in Egypt cried
to the Lord fer deliverance, the Lord
seat Moses and Aaron and they
brought your fathers out of Egypt and
made them dwell i this place,” said
Samugk, recounting the many other
times 1he Lord God had delivered
them,

“If you would fear the Lord, serve
Hirn, obey His voice and not rebel
against the Lord’s commandments, the
Lord will be for you and your King,”
be said. “But if you do wot obey His
viice, then the Lord wifl be against
you, as He was against your fathers.”

Still seeshing over the people's
choice, Samuel dramaticatly
demensirated his disptensure over the
their preference of King Ssul (o the
Lord God.

He asked the Lord to send
thunderstorm on a day which it was
dry that they would sec they were
wrong 10 ask for a king. The Lord did.

A .
King Saul Rejected

During King Saul’s carly reign —
when the Israclite ruler consolidated
his power amony the Twelve Tribes
and protected the Kingdom from her
enemics — Prophet Samuel provided
him spiritual guidance.

Bulin the second year of his reign,
King Saul usurped his rofe of "King"
1o that of “Pricst.” He then refused to
execute Amalekite King Agag and
destroy his belongings. Therefore
Prophet Samuel rejected Saul’s
kingship and refused to advise him,

David Anointed

Again, operaking under the
autherization and direction of the
Lord, Prophet Samuel was guided 10
the Tribe of Judah where he discovered
anether kingty candidate among
Jesse's sons,

Eliab, Abinadab, Shammak,
Nelhancl, Raddai and Qzem were ajl
inspected by Prophet Samuel — but
they weren't the ones the Lord Ged
wanted,

Upon inquicing if Jesse had any
more sons, a yeung shepherd boy was
presented before Prophel Samuel.

Not looking on the outside as he did
with Saul, but at the heart, Prophel
Samue] selected David, the seventh
son of Jesse and grandson of Obed.

Thus, David was secrelly anointed
to succeed King Saul,

Peophet Samuel served as David's
spiriteal advisor — especiaily during
recent times when the shepherd
warrior was pursued by King Saul.

Other than his twa corrupl sons, not
mach is known whether Prophet
Samuel had any other survivers. But
he probably was a grandfather as well
as an uacle — since he had three
brothers and wwo sisters.

When Prephet Samuel died, the
Isracliles moorned together. I's not
sure if David allended his funeral.

So Samuel, fsracl’s Pricst, Prophet
amdd finak Judge eredited for convening
the nation from a theacracy o a
monarchy, was buricd at Ramah, his
hometown.

.
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Nabal disrespects Davidic delegation; Abigail
gives food to fugitive prince, averts massacre

Ten young men sent by David
to ask Nabal for food are
berated and insulted

A weallhy rancher’s wife dissuaded
David from killing her husbard after he
insulled the shepherd warrior and his
RN,

Abigail, o beputiful weman, gave food
to David after her husband Nabal, an
impolite, crude and mear man,
disrespected Isracl’s fupitive prince.

Afler Prophet Samuel's death and
funcral, David and his 600 “Defeciors”
cvaded King Saul by traveling outside
the Kingdom, They journcyed south
from Tsraclite territory and hid deep in
the Paran wilderness,

Running low on food and supplics,
David sens a defegation of ten young men
to Nabal, a rich Maon rancher who
owned 3,000 sheep, 1,000 goats and
conducted business in Carmel.

The Davidic delegation were
inslrugied to respect fully ask the wealiby
man for help,

“Greet him in my rame,” David
charged them beforehand, probably
surmising that Nabal, a Calebite who
hailed Irom the Tribe of Judah, heard of
him and woutdn’t object helping them,

It’s not sure if Nabal knew David's
identity.: Yel known by all — except
David — 10 be a seifish, stubborn and
rude man, Nabal cheated people in
business, those who knew him aliege.

If David knew Nabal's character, he
might have handled the sitvation
diflerently, some surmise,

Neveriheless, David rehearsed with
the youny men how to address Nabal.

“Say o him, ‘Long life to you! Goad
health 1o you and your kousehold? And
powd heallh to all that is yours,™ David
said.

David tefd kis delegation to remind
Nabal that his shepherds were not
mistreated when they were with them,

“And during the time they were a1
Carmel, nothing of his was missing,”
David said. “Ask your own servants and
they witl telt you. Therelore, please grant
whatever supplies you can find for
them.”

Bui Nabal, busy shearing sheep at
Carmel, berated Ihe 1en young men and
insuited David, according lo servants
who averheard the conversation,

“Who is this David,"” Nabal asked
sarcaslically, *Who is this son of Jesse
Many servanls are sunning away from
their masters Lhese days so what makes
this David so special?"

Asking why should he give his bread,
waler and meat to homeless desert
vagabords coming [rom who knows
where, Nabal cussed at them and
dismissed the men rudely.

Feeling rejected, humiliated and
dishonored, the ten young men returned
to David's camp empty-handed and
reported to him what happencd,

Enraged how he and his men were
treated, David commandzd 400 men 1o
arms, The remainder 280 men stayed
behind to watch over the camp.

Meanwhile, & servant ran to Abigail
— described by those who know her as
a gracious, gencrous and cullured
woman = and reporied to her what
transpired.

“Pavid sent messengers from the
desert o greet our master,” Abigail's

servant told her. “Even though these men
wese very goud (o us, ourlord Nabal still
insulted them."

In recounting to Abigail what
kappened, the servant confirmed that
David’s men didn’t mistreat orsteal from
them.

“Duy and night they were o wall
around us gll the time we were herding
aur sheep rear them,” he said. “Because
of their presence, no one hothered us."”

Advising Abigail that she needed 10
intervene 1o averl conflict between the

Becawse an atlack from "David's
Delectors™ was imemincnt, Abigatl didn’t
rely on emissaries to reason with David.

The sitastion required she meet Bavid
personally to diffuse the siuation. So she
quickly freshencd up, mounted her
donkey and rode after them,

Mcanwhile, the servants who Abigail
send ahead of her met David, bul the
shepherd warrior's anger was not
assuaged by the food she sent.

“It's been useless to walch over
Nahal's property,” David was reporied

‘You better Hiink of something quickly, becanse disaster is
hanging over our master and his entire household
and he doesn’t even know it’ — a servant warsted Abigail

\wo camps, the servant said David's men
were seasoncd soldiers but they were
inexperienced.

"“How could servaals and ranch hands
armicd with siaffs, rakes and other farm
tools delend apainst the renown “Goliath
Slayer” arl his men,” asked the servant.

“You better think of sumething
quickly, because disaster is hanging over
our master and his entire houschold and
he doesr’t even know i1, the servant
warned. “Nabal is such a wicked man.
Noone can talk 10 or ceason with him.”

Abigail knew her scrvant was right,
She didn™t take the time to reason with
Nabal either, according 10 several
servants who at her direction, hurricdly
prepared food, secretly loaded 1he
groceries or: several donkey's and sent
the provisions to David.

to have lold them. “Nothing of his was
missing, yet he insulted me and my men
and has repaid me evil for good.”

When Abigail came to a mountain
ravine, she saw David, the shepherd
warrior acclaimed for slaying Goliath of
Gath, descending from a hill coming
1oward her,

Abigail saw many men-of-wur
accompanying David — no doubt en
route (o attack Nabal. She could see her
husband wouldn't have a fighting chance
against them. She was just in the nick of
lime,

Beczuse of his anger, it was = miracle
David didn't kill the servanis which she
sent before her, she later noted,

Dismounting her donkey, Abigail ran
o David and fcll on her face before him,
Then out of respect, she arose 2nd again

bowed herself 10 the ground.

“Oh please forgive my foolish
husbard for offending you,” she pleaded,

Abigail accepted responsibility for
Nabal’s actions, asked David 1o ignerc
the words of & wicked mon, slated she
did not see the young men who her
husband sent so tudely away and implied
1kat il they had only approached this wise
lady and not her foolish lord, his
delegation woutd have received food.

“Consider this food lor you and your
men as a peace offering,” said Abigail
of the 200 loaves of bread, 200 cakes,
100 cluster of raisins, approximately 70
pounds of wheat, five sheep and 1wo
botlles of wine.

*The Lord God of Israel has kept me
from harming you because i you had not
come quickly to mecet me, nol one male
belonging to Nabal would have been
alive by daybreak,” David reiterated 10
her what he already said 1o her servants.

Rather than relying on her servants,
Abigail was wise 1o go 1o David.

His anger was only cooled when
Abipail met, apologized and reasoncd
wilh him,

Bavid invited her lo go home in peace.
“T have heard your words and granted
your requesl,” he said.

Not only did Abigail's gestuze save
the guilty Nabal from immediate death
and spared the lives of the innocent men
who worked for hirm, she also predicted
— during her appeal to the shepherd
warrior — (hat in the feture, n "Pavidic
Dyrasty” would one day rule Israel.

Nabal spared by Abigail, but the Lord
God Almighty still strikes him dead

Nabal’s sudden death puzzles
doctors, bt David praises
God for vindicating him

The wealthy rancher spared [rom
David's sword suffered a heart actack,
became parulyzed and then died ten duys
fater, a local physician reported.

Nabal, who endangercd his own
household when he disrespected David
yel escaped cerlain death after Abigail
intervened and gave the shepherd
warrior food, was stricken by a stroke,
this physician revealed.

The morning after Nabal threw a
sheep-shearing-completed party, his wile
Abigail went to him when his hangover
wore off. She informed Nabal that
insulting David and not sharing food
wilh the shepherd warriot's woops nearly
cosL them their lives,

Abigait told him 1hat she gave them
food,

It was fortuitous for him hat his
beautiful, cullured and wise wife
resolved the feud that had erupicd
between him and David, Nabal could
now see,

After learning that Abipail's quick
action averted 4 massacre of he and his
male servants, Nabal’s “heart died within
him" and he became paralyzed, their
physician noted,

A thorough examination of Nabal
during his 10-day paralysis yielded no
other medical or physiological
cxplapation how a vibrant man
exhihiting no signs of heallh problems

contracted o coronary the day after a
shearing sheep party.

It must have been payback, local
people opine, for all of the bad things
Nabal did.

They ssseried that Nabal, known for
cheating them in business, was punished
Tor jnsulling the next ruler of Israel and
was killed by none ether than Almighty
God.

Rather than berating the ten young
men and insuliing David who sent them,
Nabal hat plenty of food and supplics
to share, his hired hands say.

The 200 loaves of bread, 200 cakes,
100 cluster of raising, approximately 70
pounds of wheat, five sheep and two
bottles of wine which Abigail gave 1o

talk to and perhaps even befriend David,
he would have learngd that both of them
belonged lo Israel’s Tribe of Judah, those
wha knew the family history of both men
revealed,

Because of Mabal's (ribal kinship 10
David, he ¢ould have been more
hospitable —- especially since the
wealthy man also descended from Caleb,
Isracl's lale greal warrior.

For it was Caleb, son of Jephunnch,
in sddilion to the renown Joshua son of
Nun, whom after spying the terrilory
God promised them many years earlier,
guaraniced to Moses, the servant of the
Lord, that the Isrzelites could invade and
oceupy the knd,

But Nabal — known by all cxcept

‘The Lord God has kept me from doing wrong and
has brought Nabal's sin on his own head’ — David

David represcmed just 2 small fraction
of Nabal's weaith,

For the clothing, carpets, meat, milk
and cheese which Nabal’s 3,000 sheep
produced annually is astronomical,
Nabal’s servants insisted.

Dairy products, leather, rugs and
robes were also produced and
manufaciuced from the [,000 goats
which Nabal owns, they added.

Abigail recognized David's anoinling
and greatness but unfertunately her
husband did not, For it was ironic that
Nabal and Duvid were tribesmen, Tije
TWestn mmtgf!'p ectndor learned,

I Mabal had only taken the Lime 1o

David o be greedy, obstirate and
discourtenus — didn't inherit Caleb's
visionary, courngecus, nebls and Godly
qualities. Su when David heard that
Nabal was dead, he praiscd God for
vindicating him.

“The Lord God has kept me from
daing wrong and has brought Nabal’s sin
on his own head,” Bavid remarked,

Things could have turned owt beller
for Nabal if he wasn't sclfish and
inhospitable, obicevers noted, But as a
result of his shortsightedness, Nabal was
Jjudged by Almighty God and as g result,
he paid the price of not recognizing
David's greatness.
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Abigail becomes fugitive prince’s third wife

‘Women, children — entire
families with David live on-
the-run, nomadic lifestyle

Abigail received a formal marriage
proposal from David's servants and
immediately agreed te marry the
fugitive prince,

David sert servants to Carmel to
propose and arramge a nuplial
arrangement with Nabal's widow,
confirmed the shepherd warrior's
ciissaries,

The most well-spoken member of
the Davidic delegation greeted Abigail
in Pavid's name and conveyed their
condolences,

“Digspite the death of your husband,
may you, Jady Ahigail of Carmel, live
a long, healthy and prosperous life,”
ane of David’s servants said.

Wanting to be respectiul of Abigail
and her mourning, the servant then
delicately popped the question.

“David inquires if, in process of time,
you would be amenable in eventually
hecoming his wife,” asked the servant,
careful not to upset or offend her.

Honored and hembled by David's
matriage proposal, as spoken through his
loyal servant, she instanily arose, bowed
1o the ground and presented herself as a
maidservant — ready (o serve,

from her husband since her husband had
been on the run from his father-in-law.
As a result of David's absence,
Princess Michal was given a new
husbhand, il was announced al the
Istaclite royal cowrt in Gibeah.
*...Because David has commiited
treason, lead an Israclite rebellion,
abrogated his dutics and relinguished the

‘I amn eagerly prepared to wash the feet of my master’s
servants at any Hme’ — Abigail to David’s emissary

“I am cagerly prepared to wash the
feelof my master's servants atany time,”
said Abigail Lo David's cmissary,
immediately nceepting his offer,

Abigail arose, walked to her stable
and mounted her donkey. Requesting
five maids 10 accompany her, Abigail
went with David's messengers lo
become his wife.

Meanwhile Princess Michal, David's
first wife who marricd him while he was
still at King Saul’s court, was separaled

priviteges of being Princess Michal’s
lawlul husband, King Saul annulled this
marriage and has given his daughter’s
hand to Pallicl, son of Laish, whois from
Galim,"” an excerpt from a royal
statement prociuimed.

Perhaps loneliness or word of his
marriage annuiment with Princess
Michal caused David to marry a Jezreel
woman, some surmise.

The lucky bride’s nome was Ahinoas,
which is ironically the identical name of

King Saul’s wife, insiders noted. (The
name Abigail — David’s third wife ~——
happened to his sister's the name.
David's other sister’s name was
Zerviah.)

There are uncotifirmed yet reliable
reports that David's men also had their
wives, girlfriends and familics with
them, those with firsthand knowledge of
the shepherd warrior's camp say.

Presumably this is inwe, Because il
David’s six brothers and Fathey Jesse's
entire houschold sought sancisary from
King Saul and thus joined the shepherd
warrior, so would his men’s dependents.

Because of what happened at the Nob
massacre, it was dangerous for David's
family and his mea's dependents to
remain al home,

So women and children belonging 1o
Bavid's 600 “Defectors” — the name an
appreciative Keilah farmer affectionately
called the shepherd warrior and his men
—adjusted 1o their en-the-run, nomadic
life-siyle.

David spares King’s life yet again; Takes
spear and water jug lying near Saul’s head

Army Captain Abner chided
for steeping on the job

In yet another brazen gesture lo prove
how casily he couldt have killed Saul,
David and his nephew ook lwo items
near the King's head while the Israclile
ruier and a host of men with him were
all sound asleep,

Unbclievable as il might sound,
David and Abishai tiptocd into Saul's
camp, extricaled the spear which was
imbedded in the ground, grabbed the
water jug lying near the King’s pillow
and even talked while the Israclite ruler
and 3,000 men srared,

Because of their deep sleep that
evening neither Saud, Army Captain
Abner lying next to kim or the select
troops chosen to captare the (ugitive
prince detecled David’s presence, sensed
their intrusion, nor heard Abishai ask if
he could kill the King.

If Dravid kadn't revealed that he was
the one who 1ook the King’s things, Saui
would bave thought he orone of his aides
misplaced his spear and water jug that
night,

Several weeks belore, David
demonstrated he could have casily
stabbed or slashed King Saul with his
sword,

But viewing his Kinp as “lhe Lord’s
aneinled," David spared Saul's life.

To prove that he was there yet
exercised merciful restraint, David cula
picee of King Saut's robe while the ruler
was relieving himsell.

However his censcience was pricked
by his bold nct,

Neilher King Saust — or his men
nearby — never even knew danger was
thal ctose to him.

In disclosing what he could have done
back then, the shepherd warrior, fraught
with guilt for doing "such a thing 10 my
master,” vowed never to harm the
Istaclite ruler, men from both camps so
heard David declare.

Sceking to aveid being captured,
killed, or again tempted to harm ihe man
who had tried 10 repeatedly harm him,

David left Isractile ierritory, jeurncyed
south and hid in the Paran wilderness,

During this perivd, David mel,
proposed to and then marsicd Abigail, a
Carmeliless widow whose husband,
Nabal, was killed by Almighty God for
insulting (he shepherd warrior and not
praviding he and his men food.

Shortly afier macrying Abigail, David
relurned to Ziph,

“Dravid and his forees are hiding south
ol Jeshimon on Hakilah Hilk," reporied
the Ziphite's, who several weeks before
olfered to find, apprehend and hand the
shopherd warrior to King Saul.

When the Ziphile spies alerted Saul
that David was back in their territory, the

many men, they quictly snuck down the
hill and tiptoed 1o the center of camp
where the King lay.

“Look, there's Saul,” Abishai
whispered 10 David,

“God has delivered your encemy into
your hands. Let me pin King Saul with
my spear,” David’s nephew said with
youthful real. "I wen' miss — it will
only take one poke to pin him 10 the
ground.”

Recatting his vow ousside an En Godi
cave that day nol to kilk King Sauf even
{hough the [sraclite rufer tricd to kill him
more than 20 times, David asked Abishai
how coutd he or anyone else wuch the
Lord's anoinied and slill be guiltless,

‘Why weren’t you more vigilant in guarding your lord and King?
You're not doing a good job. Semeone could have killed your
King tonight!” — David to Israelite Army Captain Abner

King mobilized 3,000 men and searched
for him, but they were unsuceessiuk,

Frustrated and fatigued of nol finding
the clusive shepherd warrior, King Saul's
forces encamped on Hakilah Hill

Apparently King Saul didn't know
Bavid was in the desert, olherwise the
Esraclite commandee-in-chiel woubd
have searched for him there.

So from his desert camp, David led 2
reconnaissance mission (o in furn, spy
on King Saul,

Tt was night when David and his squad
came (o Hakilah Hill and saw King
Saul’s forees.

Familiar with the Israclite Army
encampment procedure, it wasn'l
diffteult to spot King Saul lying down
asleep in Ihe center, and Abner, son of
Ner, next to kim.

“Will you go down with me to the
camp,” David asked Ahimelech,

But hefore the loyal Hitlile serving
David answered, Abishai, the son of his
sisier  Zerviah, volunteered 1o
accompany his uncle,

David said he could come so be and
Abishai carefully emered King Saul’s
camp.

Amid the campfires’ fHickering glow
and among the sudible snoring of so

“*As surely as the Lord lives — He
witl strike him," David quietly szid to
Abishai,

“King Saul will die from natural
causcs or he killed in battle. But I'm not
going 10 lay a hand on the Lord’s
anointed, God will deal with him,” ke
added.

David tofd Abishai 1o pull the spear
that was imbedded in the ground and
geab the water jug lying ncar Saul's head.

“Let's get out of here," said David, as
the two liptoed out of eamp.

Even though Bavid and Abishai were
quiet, not one of the 3,000 men awoke,
saw the two inwruders or knew they had
been there,

“The Lord most had put Saul and his
men into a deep sleep,” David remarked
to The Westament Spectnior,

The two exited camp, crossed over a
ditch and stood on top of Hakilah Hill
— which was some distance away.

Comforiable there was sufficient
distance between them and Saul's
encampment, David stepped, turned
hack and called out 10 the King's chicf
military man.

“Caplain Abner! Caplain Ahner,”
David said. “Wake up! Caplain Abner.”

Startled to hear this lone, familiar

voice picreing the darkness and
penetraling his dream, Abner awoke,

“Abner! Abner,” David yelled again.
“Wake up! Captain Abner! Aren't you
guing to answer me, Abner?”

Eithier ignoring or nol even hearing
that David was calling hism, ad not Saul,
Abner asked, in his avciurnnl stuper,
who was calling the King.

“You're a mighty military man aren’y
you,” David asked, “Who is like you in
all of Isracl? Why weren't you more
vigilant in guarding your lord and King?
You're not doing a gond job, Someone
coutd have killed your king onight.”

David told Abner that he and his men
deserve 1o die because they failed o
pratect King Savl,

“Look around you," David said.
"“Where are the King's spear and water
jug that were near his heard 7"

Abner looked areund, and saw thal
King Saul's spear and waler jug weren’L
there, as David so said,

By then the cther soldiers in the camp
awaoke from their slumbering stupor.

Clumsity grabbinp their weapons,
several men, awkwardly assuming their
altack stance, dutifully eocircled King
Saul to protect him.

But they were mare like drunken
soldiers than erack 1roops.

Recovering [rom his decp sleep like
his men, King Saul recognized David’s
voice and asked if he were really him,

“Yes it is, my lord (he King,” David
replicd.

Just as he stated at En Gedi, David
asked King Saul why was he pursuing
him, what wrong had he done, why
didn't the ruier listen to him befere when
he declared his innocence.

David remarked that if the Locd had
caused bad blood between them, maybe
they could atene for that and present God
an offering,

11, however, men have made you and
I enemics, may they be cursed hefore the
Lord,” David said.

Bemoaning 1hat he was forced tolive
outside Isracl, away from his extended

(Continued on Page 13, Colurm 1)
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Israelite ruler blesses David, then returns home...

{ Contimed from Page 12, Column 4)
family and apart from God's presence
in & land where their enemies worship
pagan gods, David reiterated to King
Saul that e wasn’t a threat 1o the
Kingdem.

“The King of Israel has come out to
Jook for & flea on a dog,” said David,

King Saul acknowledged he had

sinned and asked David to return 10
Gibeah, "becanse you considered my life
precious today.

“I will not ry to harm you again,” the
Israclite ruler promised. “Surely | have
acled like a foof an have made a big
mistake leading 3,000 men to pursue
you.”

Inviling anc of the King's young men

lo relrieve the spear and water jug thal
e and Abishai had taken, David said
even though the Lord delivered Saulinta
his hands yet a sceond time, be still
refused to touch the Lord's ancinted.
"*As surely as Ivalued your life today,
s0 may the Lord value my life and
deliver me frem all trouble,” David said,
“May you be blessed, my son David,”

King Saul replicd. “You will do great
things in your life and surcly triumpl in
whatever cnemy you face,”

Se David, the fugitive prince who had
exercised merci{ul reswraing yel a second
lime wher refusing to kitl the King that
cvening and dissuaded his nephew [rom
doing so, wenl on his way and the
Ssraclite ruler relurned bome.

Fearing King Saul would eventually kill him, David, his men and their families flee to
Philistia. King Achish of Gath said they could live in Ziklag. For the next 16 months,
David’s Defectors raided the Geshurites, Gezrites and Amalekites. They killed everyone and
took their livestock and clothes. Telling Achish that they plundered Israelite cities, David
eventually won his trust. Thus, Achish believed David would fight against Israel one day.

‘Hebrews’ expelled from Philistine armys;
Davidic fight against Israel at Gilboa averted

Distrustful of David, they
‘send the Hebrews’ to Ziklag

“David’s Defectors” are deserters and
since they cannot be trusied, 1the Hebrows
cannol fight with us ngainst Isractic
King Saul, Philistine lords commanded
King Achish of Gath during a military
parade.

Prior to their slunning victory over
Israel at the Battle of Mount Gilboa,
Philistin's lords paraded their acmy units
at Aphek, a city located in the Tribe of
Issachar’s territory which was under
Philistine occupalios.

Colemns of 100 soldiers and woops
ol thousands representing Ashdod,
Ashkelon, Ekron, and Gaza, mazched in
rituglistic cadence to the beat of war
drums,”

Brandishing heir respective cilies'
colors, Phlistine warriors wese elad in
full battle gear. They marched past the
Philistine commanders review stand.

A small conlingent of men, wearing
different colers than the Philistines,
marched a1 the end of the procession
under King Achish of Gath's banacr,
These 600 men stood out from the rest
of the army.

Just as the last row of men in this
small unit paraded beyond the decorated
review sland, the four Philistine lords
recognized the foreigners,

"Whe are these Hebrew fighters and
why arg they here,” they asked of King
Achish, enzaged al secing 600 Isracliles,
known by friend and foc as “David’s
Defectors,” in their ranks.

Unbeknownst to the four Philistine
lords, King Achish promised David 1hat
“you and your men shall go with me to
war against Isracl,” a challenge which
David enthusiastically accepied.

“Don’t you know about the famous
shepherd warror David,” King Achish
said. “He was the King of Isracl's best
olficer, But since King Saul tried to kitt
him — his own son-in-law many, many
times, he's now on our side.”

Belicving what David had already
told kim, King Achish related to the
Philistine lords thal during the time the
shepherd warrior has served him, he and
his men plundered Israclite citics,

(Actually, David raided the
Geshurites, Gezrites and Amalekites. To
hide this fact, the shepherd warrior lefl
neither man or woman alive on these

raids, The Westmnent Fpeclator learned.)

Furthermore, King Achish said,
because of these raids which occurred
over the last 16 months, the Hebrews
were just ns or perhaps even more battle
expericnced than their Philistine
counterparls,

Scolfing at King Achish’s comment,
the Philistine lords reminded him how
Davi became so infamous.

“He was the one who killed our
champion, Goliath of Gath ~ your
homelown hero who underestimated that
littte shepherd kid and his sling shot,”
ong of them said sarcastically,

“But that was ancient history,” King
Achish retorted. “From day one, when

Ziklag,” one said of Lhe cily which King
Achish gave David more than a year
carlier.

“Even though he has a beel against
King Suul, David must not go with us
intoe battle — for we fear he will just turn
against us during the fighting,” another
said.

“David could be a spy,” a third
Philistine Jord theorized,

They said how belter could David
repain Kiag Saul's favor thaw by taking
their heads, as he did when decapitating
their champion giant.

“Isn't this the same David who afier
slaying Goliath and routing us at
Shochoh, their women danced and sang,

“wdsn’t this the same David who kitled 200 Philistine brothers just
to fulfill a wedding vow ...and slew our citizens who were just
trying to get food at Keilah’ — a Philistine lord asked Achish

he teft Saul until now, David has been
loyal to oo one else but me,”

Because of that loyalty, the shepherd
warrior's reputation and his men's
haitlelield cxploits, King Achish
assigned Saul’s exiled officer 1o be head
of his permanent bodyguard unit.

Siill, the Philistine lords weren't
convinced of David’s loyalty and their
mission — which was 10 fnaliy defeat
their nemesis, King Saul,

“Send the Hebrew men back 1o

‘Saut has slain his thousznds and David
his tens of thousands," a fourth lord
reminded them.

*Yeah, and isn’t this the same David
who killed 200 Philistine brothers just
to fulfill a wedding vow for King Saul
and murdered our citizens whowere just
Irying 1o pet foad at Keilah,” the first
one added.

The Phitistine lords were so adamant
not allowing David and his mer to fight
with them, King Achish had eo choice

bul to comply.

Returning 1o David and his men, King
Achish apprised him what the four
Philistine lords said.

The King of Gath ackaowledged
David’s loyalty and admitted he would
be an asset in bartle. But since David has
killed so many countrymen, the
Phitistine rulers didn't approve of him,

“Turn back and go in peace,” said
Achish, fearing a skirmish might erapt
between David's men and their lzoops.

“Do nothing to displease o anger the
Philistine rulers," Achish said,

“But what have [ dong,” asked David.
“What have you lound againsl your
servarl from the day 1 came to you uniil
now? Why can’L I go and fighl against
the enemics of my lord the king,” David
asked Achish, :

“E know that you haven't done me
wrong and you've beon like God™s angel
—butthe Philistine lords' word is final,”
Achish said,

King Achish told David to get a good
nights rest, awake carly and return (o
Ziklag. David and his men complied.
Meanwhile, the Philisline host went up
1o Jezreel

Ifthe Hebrews had not been dismissed
by the Philislines, they wouald have [aced
conflicted loyalties at the Batle of
Mount Githos, observers on both sides
noled.

Egyptian escapee
prevides invaluable intel in
exchange for freedom

The Amalekites sweoped from the
south and pounced on the 1own of
Ziklay, hurned the city to the ground
and kidnapped the families of David's
men who were all Yving there,

But in their patenied, fast-moving,
counter-offensive-tactical fighiing
siyle, David's men pursued the
Amalekites, rescucd their abducied
Tamilies, recovered all that wis stolen
Iram them and enriched themselves
with yet even more booly,

Three days afler Philistine
commanders cxpelled 1he Hebrews

David and his 400 men rescue families from
Amalekites; Recover more spoils than was taken

from their army = sparing them from
fighting their countrymen in the Mount
Gilbon battle — David's and kis 600 men
arrived ot Ziklag, discovered 1heir loved
ones adducied and city burned.

So emotionally distraught over the
kidnapping of their wives, sons and
daughters, some of David's men
threatened to stane their leader, several
informed Whe Testument Bprcinter,

But the devout shepherd warrior
David fourd sireagth in a0 one clse but
the Lord his God.

Buoyed by his faith in God, David
summoned Abjathaz, the son of the late
High Pricst Ahimelech, who, afong wilh
Nob's 85 priests ~ plus 1heir familics
and kivestock — was killed by King Saul.

“Bring me the ephod,” said Pavid,
referring Lo the ornate gold, blue,
purple and scarlet holy vest which the
High Priest wore during religious
ceremonics,

“Shalt I pursue this raiding party,”
David inquired of the Lord in prayer.
“Will I oveniake them?"

David said the answer [rom
Almighty God was immediate.

“Pursue theen,” the Lord said, “You
will certainly overiake them and
succeed reseuing your loved ones.”

Alreudy Laligued by their three-day
march from Aphek, plus emotionally
draincd afler discovering their familics
abducted und Zikiap burned, David and

{Continued on Page 14, Column 1)
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Families were
rescued, spoils

recovered...
{Continited from Page 13, Column 4)

his 60(} men pursued the encmy.

But when they arrived al Besor Brook,
200 men were fust 1oo tired to proceed,
Consequentiy, they remained behind,

A scouling party traveling ahead of
David's main force found a man in a
ficld. The sickly and emaciated Iellow,
who appeared to be a siave, was brought
to David,

To revive him, they gave him bread,
waler, a slice of fig cake and two raisin
cluslers,

“Whe is your master and where do
you come from,” David asked the
escapee, whe after cating had regained
his strength,

“[ am an Egyptian, the slave of an
Amalekite," he said, “My master
abandoned me when I became il three
days ago. We had just raided the
Kerethites, territory belonging te Judah
and Caleb. We also burned Zikiag."”

Israel routed
at Mount
Gilboa battle

King Saul, three sons slain

‘The Philistines reuled Isracl's army
at the Batile of Mount Gilboa, killing
King Saul, his three sons, the ruler’s
clite bodyguard unit ples thousands of
other Israclite troops.

Hundreds of Fsraclites retreated,
Those who weren't fast eaough to
outrah the enemy were killed by
arrpws or hacked to picces by
Philistine swordsmcen.

“We saw bundreds of Hebrew
Iroops scrambling like scared dogs all
over the Gilboa mountain range,” one
Philistine offices beasted, "What o
glorious victory!"

Critically wounded by Philistine
archers, King Saul and his armor
bearcr committed suicide, several
retreating soldiers report.

Prince Jonathan, his two brothers
Abinadab and Malehishua, died
valiantly in battle, many eyewilnesses
said.

When the men of Isracl, who were
on the other side of the valley, saw the
defeat, they ran for their lives —
teaving their homes for the Philistines,

Some enemy troops, who had come
to sirip the dead, found King Saul's
body and beheaded him. Finding his
dead sens, the Philistines pirated their
corpse’s to Beth-shenn, affixed the
four bodies ané their armor Lo
Ashtareth Temple's walls o be
exhibiled as trophics of war,

Meanwhile, when the inhabilants of
Jabesh-gilead heard what the
Philistines had done to King Saul and
his three sons, they decided 1o retrieve
and bury ther.

‘The brave men journeyed atl night
about 20 miles northwest 1o Beth-
shean. They extricated the four bodies
that were hideously ornamenting the
wall while the Philistines were drunk.

They returned to Jabesh-gilead,
cremalted the four bodics, beried the
bones and fasted sevon days.

Tragically, Saul, anointed 40 years
carlier to defend Israel from the
Philistincs, failed as Istacl’s first King,

“Ziklag,” David said with keen
interest.

He asked the Egyplion if hie could lead
them rightio the Amalekite raiding party.

“Sure 1 will, but swear 1o me before
God that you will not kill me or hand
me over (o my masier," the man said,
“and I wilf take you down 10 them.”

The Epyptian escapee provided David
and his men with invaluable intelligence.,
He took them Lo the hill averlooking the
Amalekite encampment.

There in the valley below, the
Amalckites ate, drank, danced and
partied ~-celebrating the great spoil they
had taken from the Philistines, Israclites
and their surrounding neighbors.

‘Taking the encmy by surprise, David
and his 400 men swiltly attacked.

They fought the Amalekites from
dusk to the evening of the next day.

All were killed in battle exceps for 400
camel-riding young men, reports one of
David's men.

Not only did David rescuc his twe
wives (Abigail and Ahinoam) and the
families of his men, he alse recovered
all ~ pius a whole lot more flocks and
herds — the Amalekites had initially
taken from them.

David solves dissention in camp;
All are to share in spoils of war

Some of the 400 men who rescucd
their familics from (he Amalekite raiders
wanted 10 deny the other 200 men whoe
remaincd al Besor Brook the spoils of
war.

Coutd it be that tbe men following
David alk of this time had become weary
of their constantly being on«thesrun,
nomadic, fighting life-style?

Before embarking on the daring,
lightning-quick Amalckite raid, there
was lalk of stoning David,

Now some roublemakers — perhaps
the same who discussed kitling their
leader w wanted 1o deny oihers the
spoils of war.

“There's definitely dissention ia
Dravid's camp,” one of David’s men
remarked 10 Tipe Westnnewt Fypectator,

“Because they were nol wilh us, we
will not give the 200 who stayed behind
the spoils of war,” the ring leader said,

“We'll only give them back their
wives and children — nothing mors,
Hhat's i

"“Nuo, my brothers," David retorted.
“You musi not de that with what the Lord
bas given us.”

Dravid reminded them that the Lord,
who provided him counsel and was this
given authorization to pursue lhe
Amaiekite raiders, protecied them during
the fong and exhausting batile.

“The Lord gave us viclory over the
forces (hat came against us,” said David,
noting that att would share in the spoits
of war,

David rsded 1hat the share of the man
who stayed with the supplies at Besor
Brook is (o be the same as that of him
who wenl down o fight.

“All will share cqually,” insisied
David, insliluting o new Fsraelite stafule
that was codified into law.

In a diplomatic gesture thal would
improve relations with the neighbors,
David also sent seme Amalekile plunder
to the Jeaders of several surrounding
towns and villages, one of David's aides
cenfirmed.

King Saul seeks, receives advice from
Witch of Endor on eve of Gilboa defeat

Familiar spirit impersonates
Prophet Samuel, telis
Israclite ruler bad news

Afraid of the Philistine forces arrayed
against his army, King Saul asked the
Lord for advice. Yel when God refused
10 answer the Israelite ruler, he used a
witch 1o consult Prophet Samuet.

But the witch ol Endor who claimed
1 have spoken to the dead prophel
conveyed bad news to the King,
confirmed lwo men who accompanied
the Israclite ruler 1o Endor on the eve of
Saul's defeat at the Battle of Mount
Gilbea.

The men heard the witch predict that
becavse of his comtinued disobedience,
the Lord would deliver Saul to 1he
Philistines.

A Tamiliar spirit said through the
wilch that he and his sons *“will be wilh
me,” referring 1o an after life in the
underworld.

Yet most, particularly from Iscael’s
religious community, doubt whether the
witch of Endor actually communicated
1o Prophet Samuct on behall of Saul the
evening before his suicide,

“The witch of Endor performed o
seance and while she was in a decp
trance uttering incantations, a familia
spirit impersonating Samucl must have
spoken to er,” opined a man from
Isracl's School of the Prophets, a
religicus society where the fate Samuel
taught the prophetic ministry at Naicth
at Ramabh,

“Lesi there be any douwbl, it is
impessible 10 speak 10 the dead,” the
Holy Man insisted, “Therefore the wilch
of Endor could nat have spoken 1o
Samuel!"

But King Saul tricd to convince
himself otherwise, He believed the
Endorian witch spoke 10 Prophet Samuc}
when in actuality he knew she hadn',
For the distraught King was so afraid (o
hear her bad news, he prostrated himsell
on the ground and refused 1o eat.

*What shall I do? What shall T do,”
saitf a sebbing Saul, 2 man who had lost
his anpirting, lost his kingdom and asa
resull, would uilimately loose his life by

falking on his sword,

It took some effert, but they finglly
convinced the King to eat steak and
bread that night, according to the wilch
of Endur, the woman who preparcd
Saut's Jast meat,

Eurlicr that day, the Philistine lords
of Ashdod, Ashkelon, Ekron, Gath and
Gaza, mobilized (heir (roops, Amassed
in the plain of Jezrecl at Shunem, they
prepared ko attack the Isractites.

Responding to Philistia’s militasy
threat, King Soul cneamped Isracl's
forees al Mounl Gilhoa, a mountain
range east of Jezrcel.

As the Philistines and Israclites had
done many times before during King
Saul’s 40-year reign, the two armies were

who were never complelely expelled
from the land as the Lord so commanded,
the witch ~ plus Tsrael's ather encmies
who practiced wilcheralt — felt at home
living there.

The three men assived at the witch of
Endor's dark hut. Dimly lit candles cost
sirange pyrating shadows on the walls,
The small of incense permeated her
home. Idols and witcheraft paraphernalia
was visible everywhere,

Posing as three cuslomers needing
spiritual counsel that night, Sau} asked
the witch of Ender to summon a familiar
spirit for him.

In a precautionary gesture to
determine whether they were spies, the
witch of Endor reminded him thae

‘Because of your disobedience, the Lord will deliver you to the
Philistines tomorrow® — the familiar spirit said to King Saul

yel again poised to fight.

Tesrified of the impending battle,
King Baul enguired of God through
pricsts, prophets and dreams.

Butsince le Israelite ruler had fallen
out of faver with the Lord, God refused
to answer his inguiries, the Holy Man
conlirmed with mhcmwlnmm!asprdutnr.

En accordanee with Mosaic Law and
Prophet Samuel’s blessing, King Saul
banished magicians, sorcercrs, warlocks,
witches and wizards from Israel,

Yel in his desperateness, the Israclite
ruler went against God, Mosaic Law and
his own royal edict.

“Find me a woman who can tatk to
the dead, [ need 10 speak to Prophel
Samauel,” King Saul said of his spirilnal
mentor who died and was buried a8
Ramah more than two yeors carlier.

King Saul's servants said there was a
witch at Endor, a vilkage located about
12 miles east of Mount Giiboa, He
hurriedly prepared himselfl for the
journey,

Disrobing his kingly attire and
dressing like a commoncr, the disguised
Saul secretly traveled 1 Endor,
confirmed two men who sccompanied
the Israclite rler there.

Since Endor, located in Manassehite
territory, was inhabiled by Caananites

Prophet Samuel had gjecied her, plus
those who were conversant in black
magic, from Israch.

“You're trying 10 cnlrap me, aren’t
you,” she asked suspicicesly,

“Of course no," Saul said. “As the
Eord lives, you shall not be executed for
helping me."

The woman began her seance. While
deep in a tranee, Saul nsked her to
summon Samucl.

The witch of Eador ciaimed to have
scen Prophet Samuet, aceording 10 Soul's
twa men. But the famitiar spiritrevealed
1o her the King's real identity.

“Why have you deceived me,” she
lold Saul, recognizing him as Israel's
ruler.

Trying to allay her fear that she
wouldn't be executed for practicing
sorcery, King Saul asked her Lo conlinue
the seance and questioned her whal she
saw.

“Isee god's coming oul of the carth,”
she responded.

“What does he fuok tike,” said Saul,
hoping one of the dead men woutd be
the late Samuel,

*“There's an old man dressed up in a
robe," she said,

(Continued on Page 15, Column 1)
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King Saul defended Israel during 40-year reign;
Disobedience to God, distrust of David, destroys him

Critically Wounded, Ruler Commits Suicide at Mount Gilboa Defeat; His Life Recounted Here

Isrgelite King Saul, soundly
defeated by the Philistines a1 the Batlle
of Mount Gilboa and critically
wounded while retreating from enemy
archers theee, [ell o his own sword
and died,

He was 70.

Chosen by the Lord as Israel's [itst
ruler and anvinted "Capiain over His
inheritenee,” King Saul was
commissioned to save his people from
the Philistines.

But tragically for him and his
subjects, King Savl failed at the Lord's
mandate, a receunt of his Life here will
naw reveal.

Saul ‘A Good Man’

King Saul, son of Kish aad
grandsen of Abiel, hailed from Lhe
Tribe of Benjamin.

Not much is known about his
childhoad and young adull life. But the
fizst official record of Saul
characterized him as “a good, finc and
impressive young man.”

His height was “a head taller™ than
other men, deseribed those who knew
him.

Hunts ‘Man of God’

One day, Father Kish sent Saul o
find his lost donkeys, Saul and a
servint searched for the missing
livestoek everywhere. Suggesied by
Saul on the (hird day o return home so
Father Kish wouldn’t be worried about
them, the family servant urged him e
seek “a man of God,”

Tt seemed the Lord caused the
dankeys 10 siray, sa Saul would search
for them three days and thus — at his
loyai servant's suggeslion — mect
Prophet Samuel. That plan worked to
perfection. Because the day before, the
Lord apprised Prophet Samuel that He
would send a Benjamile across his
path,

“You shall anoint him 1o be Captain
over my people Israel, that he may
reign askl save them from the
Philistines,” said the Lord, noling to
Samuel He would give Isracl their

King Saul seeks,
receives advice...

{Continued from Page 14, Column 4)

Believing the Enderian witch had
seen Prophet Samuel, King Sauf bowed
in homage and pressed his face to the
ground.

The famitiar spiril impersonating
Samuel chided the King for distueking
him. He alse told Saul what the ruler had
already feared — hat God has departed
and (hai’s why the Lord hadn't answered
any of his inquiries,

Since he vefused o exeeute Amalekile
King Agap and had committed other
monumental misdeeds, the Lord had
departed from him, the familiar spirit
reminded King Saul.

“He has1aken the Kingdom from king
Saul and has given it to David,” the
[amiliar spirit said. “Because of your
disobedience, the Loxd will deliver you
1o the Philistines wmomow.”

And that's what happened at the Baule
of Mount Gilboa.

much wanted King.

Congerned they had nothing so give
the “man of Ged"” « i was customary
(&> present a praphet & gilt for enguiring
Lhe Lord — the servant told Saul he
had a guarter shekel of silver, Even
though it wasn't a lot of money, the
two were satisfied they coufd give him
something.

Led to Samuel

They went 1o the ity 1o find him,
asked “is the seer iere™ 10 young
maidens drawing water at a well and
were direeted Lo the prophet.

Meanwhile Samuel, on his way 10
bless people al a sacrifive, ran inlo
them,

“Tell me, 1 pray you, where is the
seer's house,” Saul asked this
unidentificd man, unknowing Samucel's
identity but sensing hie would know
where 10 find him.

Instantly discerning that Saul was
the Benjamile which the Lord so
foretold, Samue! verilied 1o him he
was the prophet, invited the son of
Kish to dinner and said he would “read
his heact...

“As for ke missing donkeys that
strayed from you three days ago, don't
worry about them,” Samuel said to
Saul with an assurgnce thal must have
cased him. "They arc found, You need
10 be mirdful of more important
things, for Isracl’s desliny is now
intertwined with you and your family.”

Uncomforiable at beiag put on o
pedestal ard viewing himself bumbly,
Saul told Prophet Samuct he was from
Isracl's smallest tribe and the least of
Benjamin's familics.

“Why to you speak (o me in such a
grandiose way," Saul ssid (o Samuel,
who must have been impressed with
his modesty,

Anointed King

Prophet Samuel 1ook the pair e
hall — adjacent where the sacrifices
were being heid — and scated them at
the head table. About 30 people were
there and ate with them.

Alter spending the nexe day with
Saul, Samuel anoinled the son of Kish
and prophesied that he woukl meet
prophets descending from Gilgal, the
high worship place.

Prophet Samucl predicted
worshippers stumming lyres, beating
tambourines, blowing flutes and
playing harps would precede these
Holy Men.

“The Spirit of the Lord will envelope
youinpewer and you will prophesy with
the prophets,” Samuc} foretold 1o Saul.
“You will de changed into a different
person,”

Prophet Samuel said when these signs
are fulfilled, everything he did would be
suceessful beeause the Lord God was
with him.

As Samuel instructed, Saul wailed for
{he prophel at Gilgal seven days, a period
which the prephet offered hurnl and
fellowship sacrifices.

Alter Saul lefi Samuel, the Lord
changed the son of Kisk's hearl, The
signs which the prophel loresaw did
come (o pass. The prophelic procession
met him. The Spirit of the Lord came
upon him in power and be joined them

prophesying.

When all of those who knew Saul and
saw hitn prophesying with the prophets,
Ihey knew he was out of character.

“What is this that has happencd to the
sonof Kish," they asked one another, “Is
Saul also among the propheis?”

That six-word question: “1s Saul also
among the prophets,” became a popular
slogan back then.

3
Kingly Needs

Even though the Lord warned the
people a king would reeruit Lheir sons
as soldiers, vrganize an army,
manufaclure weapons, create a
burcavcracy and 1o fund his kingdom,
Tevy taxes on the people, the Israclites
stilt desired a ruler,

Conteary to God's perfect will and
Samuel's priestly preference, Isracl’s
12-wribe corfederate cilizenry wanied a
king tike other nations.

Thus, Istacl's governmental
simiciyre was convened from o
theocracy (ruke by God) te a monarchy
{rele by men).

Crowned Ruler

But &n odé thing happened on the
day Saui was chosen King, several
remembered.

When Prophel Samucl convened
Isruel's iribes at Mizpeh and instrucled
them (v go tarough a fermal selection
process — narrowing the kingly choice
from Lribe (Benjamin) 1o clan; aml
family (Matri) to individual — the son
of Kish could not be lound.

“He is hiding among the bagpage,”
the Lord told Prophet Samuel and the
pecple, afier they enquired God of his
whereabouts,

Su despite his madesty, hesitation
and perhaps even fear of becoming
Isruel’s King, Saul was Ged's
aneinted.

So at the seasoned age of 30, Saus,
the son of Kish, family of Matri of the
Tribe of Benjamin, was crowned
Isracl’s first King.

New King Defied

Initially, most Israclices proudly
acknowledged their new King and
consented to his divine right nuthority.
However, some refused to render the
Benjamile fealty.

“How shall this man save us,” asked
une dissenler, representing a group of
men who despised the newiy-crowned
Saul and as a resull, brought the King
no coronatian gils,

T his eredil, Saul acted kingly,
exereised merciful sestrain and
remained silent,

Aithough some apposed King Saul,
one jneident palvanized 1he people 10
follow him.

King’s First War

Nahash the Ammonite mobitized his
troops and encamped against Jabesh
Gilead, u town located cast of 1he
Jordan River in the Tribe of
Manusset’s territory, Olfering
themselves as scrvants in exchange for
peace, the inhzbitants of Jabesh Gilead
iricd o negotinte a lreaty with Nahash,
But the Ammonite rejected their terms.,

“F will only muke & peace lreaty
with you i T can gouge out tke right

eye of all your men,"” Nahash said.
“Then they will be disgraced in alf of
Esrael."”

Reyuesling a seven-day roprieve
[rom Nahask, Jabesh Gilead leaders
dispatched messengers o inform King
Saud aboul the Ammoniies’ threat.
When (he messengers arrived at
Gibeah, they told people the news.

At the time, King Saul was herding
his oxen from the ficld. When he saw
everyone crying and learned about the
Nahash threat, he beeame angry. The
Spirit of God came upon him,

In a symbolic act 1o motivale men (o
light the Ammonites, Xing Saul cul
Lwir of his oxen in picces and gave
those picces lo several messengers,

Dispatching the messengers lo go
throughout Iscacl, King Saui instrucied
Ihem to proclaim: “This will be done
1o anyone's oxen who does not follow
Saul and Samuet,”

As a result of King Saul’s fearless
symbolic act, the fear of God fell on
the people. About 300,000 Israclites,
plus another 35,600 men from the
Tribe of Judah, enlisied,

Defeats Ammonites

Onee King Saul mobilized an army
and marched on the Ammonites, he
showett his skills as a daring and
brilliant military strategist.

Deploying his force offensively
rather than using them delfeasively,
King Saul divided his 335,000 1roops
into three companices and charged the
Ammonites [rom three dircctions,
[zraelite veteruns of the Ammonite
battte recall. .

This stralegy worked so impeccably
in King Saul’s first military campaign
that hie sealiered Nahash*s forces in all
directions. There were not found two
Ammonitc soldiers together on the
batilefictd that day, these veterans say,

After King Saul's stunning victory,
all the people were impressed with
him.

"“Who is he that said, ‘Shall Saul
Teign over ug”* Bring those men, that
we may exeeute them,” some said.

Bul again 10 his credit, King Saul
exercised mereiful restraial, *No man
shall be put to death, lor the Lord
saved isrel loday,” he said.

King Reaffirmed

Riding lhe memensum of the
victory, Prophet Samuel suggested o
the people that they zeaffirm Sauf as
Israed's first Kinp.

“Come and let us go 1o Gifgal and
rencw the King there,” he said of the
cily where Samuel told Saul 1o wait
seven days belore crowning him,

The people sacrificed and olfered
peace offerings to the Lord in Gilgal,
the site where the late Joshua, son of
Nun, led their forefathers across a dry
Fordan River many years carlier,

King Saul and everyone rejoiced
greatly duging his reaflirmation.

Acted Foolishly

But in the secend year of King
Saul's reign, the Isrzelite ruler acted
fonlishly.

Prince Jonathan, the King's ¢idest
son who was Isracl's most valiant

{Continued on Page 16, Colurn 1)
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soldier before Bavid defeated Goliath,
attacked znd destroyed Philistia’s Geba
Garrison.

Anticipating a Philistine
connterastack, King Saul called
Iseaclite inen 1o war

Seeking revenge for Prince
Jonathan's victery, the Philistines
mebilized 30,000 clariots, musiered
6,000 calvary, and marstialed 50 many
infantry their men numbered as sand
on a Mediterranean beach, recall many
whao saw their camp at Michmash that
day.

Owtnumbered, disorganized and
under cquipped, the fearful Istactiles
hid inside caves, Men were
cameuflaged behind Lrees, while some
concealed themselves under boulders,
above cliffs and crouched in ditches,

Prophet Samuel lold King Saul to
wail sever days for him at Gilgal, but
when many more troops deserted him,
the Israclite ruler became impatient,

“Bring mo some liveslock to
prepare a burnt and a peace offering
and I can scek God what to do,” said
King Saul.

Just as King Saul illegaliy
condugeted then concluded 1he religious
Levitical rituzl, Prophet Samuel
argived.

“What have you done,” he asked
angrily.

“The people desenied me and { had
to do something before the Philistines
attacked,” be explained, “I made
supplicatiors (o the Lord so He would
tell me whal te do.”

Prophet Samuel said he had acted
foolishly. “You have not kept the
commandment of the Lord, by Ged,"
he said,

Samuel added: “Because you were
Toolish, your dyaasty witl not continue
forever, because the Lord will seck u
man after His own Hearl to rule
Israel.”

When King Saul illegally burned an
offering, he usurped his kingly office.
The Lord Ged Almighty was angered

the Benjamite tricd 4o mirisleras a
Levite, Isracl's tribe assigned to
admenister the burnt, grain, fellowship,
sin and guilt offering riteals,

Saul Disobeys God

Shortly afier that incident, King
Saus then disobeyed God, The Lord
vrdered “His Captain” to exegute he
Amalekiles to punish them for preying
on szael’s seniors, chitdren and sick
people when they exited Egypt.

“T remembered what the Amalekiles
did %o Isracl," the Lord told King Saut
of what happencd more than 500 years
carlier. “Destroy all they have and kill
everyone,”

Even though King Saul vanquished
the Amalekites with 200,000 Israclite
infaniry plus another 10,000 men from
the Tribe of Judah, he ignored God's
gommand, Fer seme unknown reason,
King Saul did nol execule Agag nor
did he destroy, as God so commanted,
everylhing that belonged 1o the
Amalekite King.

“1 am grieved that 1 have made Sxul
King, because he bas turned away from
Me and has not carried out My speeific
instruclions,” the Lord said to Prophet
Samuel of King Saul’s disobedience.

Angered al Snul, the Lord told Samuel
to 1ell the King that He has tom the
Kingdom of lsracl from him “and has
given it to ane of your neighbors «- to
one betler than youw,”

Tt would take several years for that
propheey o come 1o pass, bul King
Saul’s days were now nimbered.

- .
Diminished King

Saul’s stature as warrior and Tziled
King diminished him, many ubservers
noted,

This facl way iflustrated when
neither he, ner the valiant men under
his command, challenged Goliath of
Gatly in a duel, .

For 40 days, Goliath insulted the
Lord God, King Saul and the Israclites.
But no one did anylhing about it —
exeept a young shepherd (rom
Bethlchem-juduh, who aceepled Lhe
challenge and defeated the giant,

Afler this dramatic duel, King
Saul"s stately stature was then
relegated even more,

“Saul has siain his theusands, and
David his tens of thousands,” the
women sang back then, exalting young
Bavid, the son of Jesse, over the aging
Sau, the son of Kish,

Threatened King

From that point on, David was a
threat to Saul and his dynasty.

This fact became more appzrent
when in a selfless acknowledgment,
symbolic acquiescence and royal
cndersement of David's incyitable
ascension 1o the Tsraclite throne, King
Sau] learned (hit Prince Jonathan gave
his sword, bow and girdle 1o the
shepherd warrior,

Conscquentinlly, the once proud
King Saul became i lonely, depressed,
meady and melarcholy man —
tormented by demanic oppression. |

Murderous King

Dusing the latter years of his reign,
King Sau teied to murder David many
times. He required the young lad 1o
slay 100 Philistines in exchange lor
marrying Michkad, his youngest
daughier, That didn’t work. David not
only survived (hal attempy, but he
killed 200 Philistines!

Then King Saul tried 1o kill his son-
in-taw, He threw a speag a1 David three
times, but Lhe shepherd warrior's
reflexes were just 100 guick,

King Saut was [rustrated when
uthers helped David. Michal aided his
escape through their bedroom window
and then deluyed guards from seizing
himt. Trying to shield David from King
Saul, Jonathun alse intervened for his
best friend, B

King Saul’s most murderous gt was
ardering Doeg, the Edomite, o ki) 85
Pricsts because they didn’t 1ell him
David had been at Nob. Doeg
slaughtered the pricsis’ familics and
even their liveslock,

in sum, King Saul tried 10 kill David
21 times! Bul neither ticks,
enlrapments, assassinalion atcmpls,
Ziphiie spies nor military campaigns
suceeeded. God protected bim.

In contrasl, David could have easily
stain King Saul twice. But he refused
te stab o slash “the Lord's anointed”

.in an En Gedi Cave or 2t King Soul's

Hakilah Hill camp site.

In the end King Saul’s judgmenta!
demise, foretold the evening before by
a familiar spirit impersonaling the lale
Prophet Samuel who was conjured up
hy the witch of Endor, occurred on the
battlefeld atone and separaled from
his God.

Probably aware (he Philistincs slew
three sons — Jonathan, Abinadab and
Malchisua — during the Baitle of
Mount Gilboa, King Saul lay critically
wounded by cremy archers.

“Draw lhy, sword, and (brusL me
through, less these uncircumeised
Philistine pigs lorlure me before killing
me,” King Saul reportediy said while
his treops ail around him ran for their
tives. :

But King Saul’s loyal bodyguard,
sworn to protect Tsrael’s [rst ruler,
could not kil] him. Unsuccessfal in
trying to convinee his own bodyguard
to dic heagrably, King Saul commitied
suicide. Seeing his King dead, the,
bodyguard too committed sujcide.

Men of Jabesh-Gilead, grateflul for
King Saul saving them [rom the
Ammoniles 40 years carlier, retrieved
his beheaded body lrem the
Philistines, as well as the bodies of his
three sons. Cremating them, they
buried their bones and Easted seven
days.

King Sauk is survived by his wile,
Ahiroam; son, Ish-bosheth; and two
daughters, Merab and Michal; his
unele, Army Captain Abner, plus other
relatives.

Failed King

During his 40-year reigr, King Saut
delended Isracl against the Amalekites,
Anunoaites, Edomites, Muabites,
Phitistine and Syrians: Bul the Israclite
ruler did net enjoy the Lerd's favor
and thus, failed to estabtish peace
throughout his Kingdom.

King Saul's disebedience 1 God
and distrust of David ulimalely
destroyed him. A tragic end 1o King
Suul’s reign, an Israelite era which
began wilh s mugh promise but ended
in his death.

"QOh how the mighty hove fallen,”
lamented David alter learning of King
Saul's and Prince Jonathan’s death.
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