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« Israelite man slays lion...
The strongest beasl was torn apart by
2 man's bare hands.
{Page 2)
— Grooms solve riddie,,.
Thirly grooms were rewarded for
fraudulently solving Samsen's riddle.
(Page 2}
— Danite torches Philistine crops..
Angered that his lather-in-law pave
his wile to a friend, strongman Samson
torched the Philistine crops.
(Page 3)
— 1,000 Philistines slain..,
The men sent tocaplure Samson were
slain with & jawbone of an ass.
(Page 3)
— Samson craves water.,
Water was all Samson eraved afler the
Ramath Lehi siaughter,
(Page 3)
— Samison carries Gaza’s gate..
Samsan carries Gaza's gale on his
back 35 miles over rouph terrair.
{Page 4)
= Delitah learns seeret...
The sceret of strongman Samson's
strength was the lengih of his hair.
(Page 4)
— Dagon Temple demolished...
In a tast acl of suicidal revenge,
biindman Sumson pashed the 1wo smiddic
pillars.

(Page 5)
— Muore died in temple collapse..,
Mare people died in the Dagon
Temple disaster than initially estimaied,
(Page 6)

Strongman
Samson dies

En o last act of suicidal revenge,
strongman Samson, the son of
Manaah of the (ribe of Dan, died
when hie pushed the two middle pillars
of Dagon’s Temple, killing him and
al least 3,000 Philistines.

During his life, strongman Samson
petformed many incredible feats.

Dismembering a lion with his bare
kands, the long-haired Danite is
credited with slavghtering 30
Ashkelon men and wrehing the
Philistine ¢rops in a most unusual
way. Samson trapped 300 foxes, Llied
them in pairs, fasiened i tereh o the
1ails and 1i fires to them.

Strongman Samsoa slew 1,000
Philislines men wilh a jawbone of an
ass. Years later, he removed Gava's
gale and carried it over rough lerrain
on his back 35 miles.

Alist of Sumson’s ineredible feals
would lead ene 1o conclude that the
Danite was o violent man. Big a3 a
judge for 20 years, he would be Fondly
remembered as the “sword and shield
ol 1sracl.™

Samson is survived by his brothers
and his Father's family.

This special Samsonic Edilion of
Tite Testment Hpectndor will report
and chronicle the spectacuiar decds

Future Mother advised
what to cat, becanse
son will be a Nazirite

A stranger lold 4 barren woeman from
Zorah thal she will become pregnant.

“You are sterile and childless,” the
stranger, later identified as an Angel of
the Lord, said to the barren woman,
“Bul you are going lo ¢onceive and
have a son.”

Yearning 0 be n mother for many
years, the woman was atso pleased to
Tearn that her fuluge son will be a
Nazirile throughout his life.

Beeause her luture son will he sel
apart to God from bigth, the Angel of
the Lord commanded (he woman that
she couldn’t cat anything unclean
durirg pregnancy. This steict diet
prohibited ker from even eating fruit
{from Lhe vine, which included grapes
and rpising, She was also 10ld not to
drink wine or fermented drink.

“No razor may be used on his head,”
the Angel of the Lord insisted.
“Because ke boy is to be n Nazirite,
he will begin the deliversnee of I[sracl
[rem the hands of the Philistines.”

The woman couldn't wait (o tell her

and feats of strongman Samsen.

Barren woman told of
impending pregnancy

lhusband that & visitor said they will be
pateits — semething they bath wished
for a very long time.

“A man of God came 10 me,” she
said to her lusband Manoah, an
Isruelite from the wibe of Dan,

Exciled abous the visil and cesiatic
aboul the message he brought,
Manoah's wife was just beaming alt
over. He hadn’t seen his wife this joyiul
hefore,

“He looked like an Angel of G,
very awesome,” she described the
messenger, speculating (hat He was
probably a prophel — not from around
Zorab nor the tsibe of Dan,

“F didn"t ask Him where He came
ftom nor did He tell me His name,” she
said, Such trivial gueryiag was
unnecessary, she lold TWe Werlnment
Speclaor.

Maneab’s wile said she was
immediately convinced of the “man of
God's" legitimacy because He knew
personal things aboul her.

Canvinced ol his wile's avcount,
Manoah acknowledged that if his
future son wiit be » Navirile, he wanted
the Godly messenger {0 relss $o he
could teack him how their fsture son
will be properly reared.

Expectant
father ecstatic
about news

Manoah prays to God
for visitor’s return

The prospect of fatheshood was
exgiling news for Manoah, but when the
Danite’s wile informed him that s “man
of God" prophesicd their son will be a
Nazirite, he just couldn't contain
himself,

Nazirile's, sel apart t God from birth
until death, were highly respected in
Istacl, recalicd Manoa, whao lived in the
cily of Zorah, localed between Eshtaol
of Judah and Ir-shemesh,

In her excitement while relating the
incident, Manozh recalled her saying that
she was nol 1o drink wine, fermented
drink, nor eat unclean Tood, such as
grapes or raising.

Bul weren’l there more sules he
should know aboul? According to his
recollection, Nazirites's lived a very
strict, disciplined, monastic kile.

Manoah just wanted feriher
information because he didn’L want them
1o mess things up.

“Oh Lord, | beg you, lel the *man of
God” you sent 1o us come again 1o leach

(Continned on Page 2, Colemn 1)

‘Man of God’ returns

Danite couple grateful
to hear from visifor again

Samson’s Mother and Father wanled
1o prepare a meat for the returning “man
of God.”

The Banite coupie were gratelul Lo
hear from the visitor hat they will he
childless no longer and that their Nuture
son will be a Nazirite senl Lo begin 1o
deliver the Esraelites from the Philistines,

Pechaps the Lord God Almighty was
rewarding them for adhering 1o the
Mosaic laws and custons.

Maybe thai’s why this snknown,
unnamed prophet was sent to give them
this message, For as long a5 Manoah
could remember, the Escaclites did cvil
in Ihe eyes of the Lord, bul not him.

The Danite was first to admit that he
loo wasn’l perfect, bulcompared 1o some
of his fellow countrymen, Manoah
vouched (humbly of course) that he was
not an evii man,

That's why Manoah didn't think it
was fair that he and his wife werea't
parents, Not wanling ta complain, they
still tried to do what was right, They were
now being blessed for their fithfulness,

“We would like you to stay uniil we
prepare a young goat for you,” Manogh
said to the Angel of the Lord after being
called out tw the feld when He appeared
10 his wife yel a second time,

Since they’ve never seen Him belore,
the hely man probably came from some
distarce and nceded 1o eat, they
I 1. Manoah and his wife wailed

to express appreciation and hospitality
to the visilor,

“Even thosgh you detain me, I will
nol eat any of your food,” e wld the
Danite from Zorah. “But il you prepare
aburnt offering, offer it1o the Lord God
Almighty.”

Feeling emboldened Lo engage in
conversation with the messenger,
Manoah asked the Angel of the Lord o
idenlify Himsell. “What is you name, so
thal we may honor you when your word
comes true,” Manozh said.

“Why did you ask my name,” the

amazing sipht. The couple didr't know
how lonp their faces were pressed to the
pround. All they knew was thal they
enjoyed basking in the preseace of God.

Eventually the couple, hearing the
cruckling fire and smelling the delightful
aroma of the charred goat, raised their
heads and saw that the Angel of the Lord
vanished. Although they fely God's
presence, the Angel of the Lord did not
reuppear

"“We are doomed to dic," Maneah
predicied 1o his wife fearlully, “because
we have scen God.”

‘Why do you ask my name. It is a wonderful name, beyond
Your hauman understanding’ — the Angel of the Lord

heavenly being asked. “Itis a wonderful
name, beyond  your human
understanding.”

Puzzled and awed al the “man of
God’s” sizlemenl, Manosh sensed the
savredness of the Anrgel of the Lord's
response and didn’t push the matier nny
further.

Manozh leiched o young goat snd
prepated it along wilh a grain offering.
He pluced the ciemetis on a roek formed
in zn allar and ignited Lhe sacrifice.

When the offering was lit, something
supernatural happened, Manoah and his
wife attested. While the crackling fire
engelled the elements fying on the aliar,
the Angel of the Lord miraculously
ascended in the flame toward heaven.

Manoah and his wife dropped to their
knees and kneeled afier sceing this

Considering himsell 10 be the more
logical of the two, Maneah was a liule
humbled by his wife's logic.

"I 1he Lord God Almighty had meant
to kill us," she wold her huskand, “He
would rot have acoepted our offerings,
shown 153 all these things, or even visited
us lwice.”

Manoah (hought that wha his wile
said made a tol of sense. His fear
subsided. The Danite couple from Zorah
never forgot the Angel of the Lord’s
messape, Him levilating toward heaven
and 1ken vanishing aftcr Manoah ignited
their offering.

Evenlually Manoah's wile became
pregnant, Because her son will be a
Nazirite, adherence o the sirict dict
imposed on her during pregnancy was
casy,
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Young Samson falls in love with Philistine woman

Demands parents to
arrange wedding
with Timnah maiden

According to Mosaic law, it was
illegal for an Israclile 10 marry outside
Iheis race, but strongman Samson still
ignored 1hat prohibition.

[ have seen a Philistine woman in
Timnah," Samsons said to Father Manoah
and his Mother one day.

“Now get her for me as my wife,” he
said, demanding his parenls break
Mogaic taw by having them amange a
miarriage with the Philisting maider.

Insisting that Maooah and his wife
work out such o marisal arvangement was
not only illegal but it would be delicate,
sinee it will place his parcals in an
awkward pesition,

Samson's parenls weren’t 100
surprised that he fell in tove with a
Philistine woman, bul they were still

Expectant father...

{Continted from Page I, Column 4)

us how 10 bring up the buy who is lo
be born,” Manoah pleaded to the Lord
Godd Almighty.

Nat much lime Lranspired.
Manoah's prayer was heard and
immediately answered. The Angel of
the Lerd visited his wife again -— this
time while she sat in Ihe ficld, perhaps
meditating. Just like before, Manoah
wasn’L around.

When the "man of God” suddenly
appeared, Manoah's wife looked up,
arese snd hastily ran {o tell her
husband,

“He's here,” she said to Manoah,
oul of breath afier ounning from Lhe
field and exciled about telling her
husband of the second visit, “The
man who appeared 1o me the other
day — He's here!™

Manoah arose and wenl quickly
with her out in the ficld 1o meet the
visitor who initially brought her the
good news.

“Are you the one who talked 10 my
wife,” Manoah asked the heavenly
being, patiently wailing for their
Teturn,

"I am,” responded the Angel of the
Lord 1o the Danite couple of Zorah.

Manoah immediately believed the
“man of God's" legitimacy because
the prophel kaew things about his
wife that were only known to hir.

Maneah tried to compoese himsell,
Semany guestions came o his mind,
bul the Danile degided 10 cul to the
chase. He cleared his throat and then
procecded,

“When your words are (elfilled
[about the bisth of a Nazirite son]
what is to be the rule for the boy’s
life and work,” Manoah asked
officially, as if he was addressing the
Lord God of Isracl.

The “man of Ged" wld him to de
precisely what his wife was
cemmanded, For some reason,
Manoah  expected  additional
instructions, but he'd just have to
accept this.

Manosh agreed with his wile. The
visitor's countenance did resemble an
Angel af God, but He was prebably
justa holy man or prophet.

Out of gratitude for the news He
brought them, the ceuple wanied to
prepare him dinner. {See the page one
“Man O God Relurns’ story),

upset about their son’s choiee.

“Isn’l there an acceplable woman
among your relatives or among all our
people,” Samson's parents ssked him.

“Why do you have 10 go all the way
to Timnah to {ind a wife there,” they suid,
“The young, virtuows beautiful maidens
of [sracl will be better for you.”

Adherence Lt a strict diet befilting an
unborn Nazirite and year’s of preparation
while Samson was a newborn, toddler,
chitd and then young man, was all for

naught, Manoah and his wile relected,
recalling the Angel of the Lord's specific
instructions how their son was to be
propesly 1earcd,

“iiust you go w the uncircumeised
Philistines 1o get a wife,” they impliered
Samson, who just ignored their parentat
counsel,

“Gel her for me,” Samson insisted
impatiently, zlmost dissespecting Father
Manoah and his Mother.

Softening his abrupt wne and trying

10 be a lillle more conciliatory, Samson
calmed himself, paused and than soid:
“She’s the right one for me.”

Unbeknownst to Manoah and his wife
~— and prohably & Samson as well —
the Lord God Almighty was leading their
son in this direction to carry out His witl
ol beginning sodeliver the Isractites from
the Philistines,

At the lime, all Manosh and his wile
knew was that Samsen's request will
delinilely cause problems,

Israelite man slays lion

Beast dismembered at
Timnah Vineyard

One of 1he sirongest, mast powesful
and deadliest beast in the region was
Jiterally torn apart by an Israclite man,

A dead lien, estimated Lo have
weighed over 300 pounds and measured
about six feet Jong, was discovered near
the Timnah Vineyard,

No wenpon marks were discovered on
the carcass, the Philistine aushorities
reported after examining the dead beast,
leaving the lion to decompose under the
hot sun a5 a memorial to he hunter’s
prowess and power.

The hooked cluws, wide powerli

jaws of the ferecious lion did not frighlen
the Istaclite hunter, who dismembered
the beast with his bare hands as he might
have rent a young goal.

The Israclite hanter must have been
very agile and guick to counteract the
smldden charge of the lion, & Philistine
zoologist surmised, noting that fions can
speint 30 miles per hour when (hey are
approximately 100 feet away from their
prey.

The killing of the lien coincided with
the arrival of one Israglite man, named
Samson, the son of Manozh.

Strongman Samson — a nickname
given to the Danite -— was on his way 10
Timnal te meet a Philisline maiden

1here, sources conlirmed.

This probable marriage displeascd
hoth Escaclites and Philistings alike, who
mutually viewed interracial marriage as
conlemptible.

The long-haired Danite reparied 10
possess incredible physical sirength,
could threaten civil order if be wasn™
kept in check, Philistine authoritics
predicted. Rumors about “the Spirit of
the Lord falling upon” an Israclile hunter
might be an exaggeration,

Bul il the rumor were true and an
Issaclite hunter driven by their God
could cause this damage ¢ anb arimal,
what could Bamson do to a Philistine
man?

Grooms solve riddle fraudulently

LEncourages Samson’s
wife to explain
the riddle to them

Strongman Samson slaughlered and
stripped the clethes of 30 Ashkelon men
and in (urn, gave those garments (o 30
graoms as a reward for lraudulently
solving a riddle at his wedding reception,

Angezed that the 30 grooms did not
puess his riddle fegitimately and fairly,
Samson suspeeted that his wedding
guests blackmailed his wife to gel the
corresl answer.

The 30 grooms, initially amuscd at
their conduct but became subsequently
sobered 1w learn from Philistine
authorities that theic dishonest scheme
cost the lives of 30 Ashkelon men,
confirmed that Samson and his wile were
Ireated rather wnfaizly.

Here's what happencd, The Testnment
a%;urlninr learncd.

Strongman Samson, the scven-
braided, long-haived Israclile from the
tribe of Dan, challenged the 30
groomsmen {0 solve a riddle in scven
days.

“If you can give me the answer, T will
give you 30 sets of clothes,” he said, 18
you can't 1ell me 1lie answer, you must
give me 30 sels of clothes.”

Nol wanting to back down from a
challenge — especially from an Israclite
— the wedding guests apreed Lo the
contest, They listened intenily as the
strongman stated the riddle.

“Out of the cater, something 1o cat,
out of the strong, something sweet,”
Samson said,

Feeling up 1o the challenge of solving
this simple riddie — and sensing him
mogking them ~- the 30 prooms
immedialely shouted out answers to
Samson. Each answer was incorrect,
Eventially, frustration setin the raucous
roem as the grooms became drunk.

‘The possibility of Iosing to an Israclite

from the lowly tribe of Dan was cul of
the question. Finatly after the third
frustealing day, the 30 inviled wedding
guesss, so puzzied and befuddied hy the
riddle, approached Samson's bride
sneakily.

“Coax your husband {0 explain e
riddle for us, or we will burn you and
your futher’s houschold to death,” they
said, threatening the Timnah bride after
unsuccesslully trying to solve Samson's
riddle for three conseenlive days,

Questioning her fuyaily (o Philistia,
the 30 men reminded her (hat Samson
was a lowty Danite and she was a proud
Phitistine woman and as such, (hey must
not be oulshined by an Israclite,

*Did you invite us hear t rob vs,"
they asked the new hride, chiding her for
consenting to marrying an Israclite,

Afraid and casily intimidated by the
groomsmer, Samson’s britle didn'ttake
much convincing. She asked Samson 1o
explain 1he riddle 10 her but he did not
initially divulge the znswer.

Hour after hour she persisiently
pressured him. However eajoling,
lemper lanirums, tears and cven
seduction did net faze the sirongman,
Samson would not yield o Lhe
enticements of his young, alluriag,
beautiful new bride. B

She accused Samson ol hating her.
“You don'l really love me,” she alleged
isn o manipulative fashion. *“You've given
my peeple a riddle, but you haven'L told
me the answer.”

Still Samson was not going 1 tell her
the answer. “{ haven't even explained it
to my Father or Mother,” he replied. “So
why should I explain it 10 you?”

Eventually Samson'’s new bride
penetrated his tough vencer, The
sirongman tried but could not resist her
sobbing any longer. He finally
capitulated and told her the coreect
ANSWCT,

“Whal is sweeter than haney? What
is stronger than a lion? That is the

answer,” Samson said regrettably. “Are
you sutisficd now?”

Leaving their bed chamber, 1he new
bride couldn't wait 10 relay the answer
1o the 30 anticipating grooms. This
wonld gether and her father of the hook,
she thoughl.

Before sunsel of the seventh day, the
grooms called Samson 0 the banguet
room. They were ready to tell the ansiver
of his riddie,

A man designated to speak for the
other 29 grooms steod up and said to
Sumsgon: *"The answer to your riddie §s
this: "What is sweeler than honey. What
is sironger than a lion?'” .

When Samson heard the answer, he
knew they couldn’t have solved his
enigmatic riddle on their own. Livid that
they cheated, Samson knew his bride
1old them,

“If you have net plowed with my
heiles, you would not have selved my
riddle,” Samsan said angrily.

While the 30 men lnughed und made -

fun of bim, strongman Samsen suddenly
stormed off in anger.

Hours lates, 30 Ashkelon men were
bratnlly slaughiered and shamelessly
sieipped of their elothing, Philistine
authorities allege.

Eyewitnesses placed a long-haired
man resembling Samsoen'’s appearance al
the seene of the erime, The Philistines
knew Samson had the motive and the
muscle to carry out the dastardly deed.

Authoritics deduced that Samson was
the Israclitc who dismembered the lion
wilh his bare hands al the Timnah
Vineyard — a deduction revealed by the
very content of his enigmatic wedding
riddle (see the above “Isractite Man
Slays Lion” story).

Samsoen had become too brash and too
big for his breeches, the Philistines
thought, illustraled in the strongman
marrying the maiden from Timnah and
then Naunting the wedding in front of
them. This Israclitc must be kilied,




Tlye Testument Fpectator

SPECIAL SAMSONIC EDITION

Long-haired Danite torches Philistine crops

Standing grain, shocks of
wheat, vineyards and clive
groves set ablaze by foxes

Angered that bis father-in-law gave
liis wile Lo a friend, strongman Samson
torched the Philistine erops.

The Danrite from Zorah who
slaughtered 30 Ashkelon men and is
believed to have dismembered a lion
wilh his bare hands, is the sume man who
now burned (he standing grain, shocks
of wheat, vineyards and olive groves by
foxes, many Philistines eyewi

done this but Samson.”

The unbelievable sight of seeing lwo
foxes, with their tails zblaze, running
throughout the farmlands was
corroborated by many  other
eyewitnesses.

“A nermal man would not have had
the speed W capture all those foxes,”
another Philistine farmer said.

Ttis unknown how strongman Samson

Seething with anger, wilnesses saw
Samson go 10 his Falher's (Mareah)
house to cool off (rom the Ashkelon
incident, After awhiie, Samson returned
to Timnah $o cfaim his wife. In anact of
seconciliation, the strengman brought a
young goat with him. Entering the house,
Samson attempted 1o find her,

“Where are you going,” Samson’s
father-in-law asked him,

I saw many foxes in pairs run past me
with torches attached to their tails, No one could have
done this but Samson’ — a Philistine farmer

say.

This man Samson is ot only strong,
but he is agile and quick, according 1o
some who saw how the strongman
burned their crops in @ most unusual,
effective and destructive way.

“I saw many [oxes in pairs run past
me with torches aitached 10 their Lails,”
szid one Philistine farmer, whose slaves
were [ranticafly rying to dowse the
Niames wilh water, *'No one coutd have

trapped 300 fexes, lied them in pairs
(tail-lo-1ail}, faslened d 1orch 10 1he 1ails,
lit fires to them and then released the
foxes 10 burn the Philisline crops.

However it is known what provoked
the seven-braided, long-haired Danite.

Strongman Samson was linked (o
murdering 30 Ashkelon men, stripping
thely garments and giving them to the 38
grooms who {raudulenily guessed his
riddle.

“I am oing o my wife's room,” the
strongman answered.  Blocking
Samson's path, his father-in-law
prevented him from entering.

“I was 0 sure you: thoroughly hated
her,” he said apologeticaily, “that T gavae
her to your [riend. Isn't her younger
sister more atlractive? Fake her instead,”

Samson iosl his emper. “This time [
have a right o get even with the
Philistines,” he said, suspecting that his

father-in-law was coerced in giving away
his wife. “This time 1 will really harm
them.”

Samson abruptly ieft his father-in-
law's and 2l midnight, Philistines saw
fire's cverywhere,

“Who did this,” a group of Philistines
asked, wanting 10 1ake matters in their
own hands and exact their own brand of
vigilante justice.

“Samson, the Timnite's son-in-law,
because his wife was given tohis friend,”
somoone answered.

In an aet of retaliation for what
strongman Samson did, the Phitistines
burned his wile, her father and torched
their howse. When Samsoen leamed what
happened to his wife and father-in-law,
Tevenge was in his heart,

“8ince you've acted like this, | won'l
stop until T get my revenge on you,” he
was overheard to have said.

Strongman Samson slaughtered many
of them and tike a fugitive on the un,
escaped and hid outin a cave in the rock
of Etam,

Samson slays 1,000 with jawbone

Philistine Loxds dispatch
large posse to capture one
man wreeking machine

The 1,060 men dispaiched to caplure
stronpman Samson were slain with a
Jjawbone of an ass, Philistine authoritics
fearned.

“The five Philistine Lords thought that
dispatching a 1,0600-member posse
caplure the infanwous [sraclitc was more
than encigh. However, they were wrong.

How were so many men slain by just
one man, the Phitistine Lord's wondered,
Here are the events which led to
Samsen's victory and the Philistines’
defeat,

The fugitive Samsoen, fleeing the
Philistines afier torching their crops,
slaughtering many Timnahites and
slaying 30 Ashkelon cilizens, eventually
surrendered 1o the men of Judah. Bt it
took same convineing.

Arriving at the cave in the rock of
Etam where the long-haired Danite was
hiding, the Fudahiies sent a delegalion
up the cliffs 1o reason with Ihe
strongman.

“Don’t you realize that the Philistines
are rulers over us,” the delegation asked
the strengman from Zorah, aware of his
physicat power bul unaware whether he
would indeed consider surrendering.
“What have you done 1o us?"

“I merely did te them what they did
¢ me," replicd Samsan, He explained
Lo them aboul the incidents which led to
his wile's murder amd why he retaliated
against the Phitistines.

The 3,000 men of Judah,
outnumbering the enemy by three to one
but resigned 1o Philistine control, said
they commiserated with Saumson. Bul
there was pence belween the two nations
and peace must conlinue, they explained
Lot their brother.

They told Samson about the Phitistine
maobilization. A 1,000-man posse,
invading their soif Lo arrest him, were
encamped in Judah, exlending zll the
way 10 Lehi, the delegation Turther
reported.

*“We've come to lic you up and hand
your over Lo the Philistines," they said,
This is the only way 10 spare conflict
between the conquerors and the

conquercd.

The long-haired Danite from Zerah
knew he should surrender o (he men of
Judah, Realizing that fear prevented (he
Judahites from fighting the Philistings,
Samson didn’t want o trigger a war
because of him,

As a Nazirile, he knew Lhal the Lord
God Almighty wouid take care of him.
He thought thas the whole matter could
be settled by trial,

But Samson had to be sure that the
men of Judab weren't sent by the sneaky
Philislines 1o do their dirty work.

come to Lske him prisoner, as the men
of Judah led him 1o believe, (He was
unaware that the Philistines told lhe
Judahites priorto the Elam surrender that
they intended 1 do to him ESamson] as
he did to us.")

Suddenly like s whirlwiad spiraling
from the air, the Spirit of the Lord fell
on 1he Danile mightity. He forcefully but
cifortlessly jecked his limbs free. The
ropes on his arms beeame tike charred
flax and instanily, the bindings dropped
guickly from his hands.

Alfthough Samson was now unleztered

“With a donkey’s jawbone I have made a donkey of them.
With a donkey’s jawbone I have kilied a thousand men’

“Swear to e that you won'L kill me
yoursetves,” he pleaded to his
counlrymen. “Agreed,” they answered,
“We wiil only tie you up and hand yeu
over to them, We will not kill you,” they
promised,

Samson was bound with two new
ropes and led down the ¢lilfs, The 3,000
Judahiles ¢scorted the sirongman toward
his capiors, After an Tsraclite scout
sighted the Philistine cheekpoint some
distance away, they departed from the
slrongman.

The long-haired Danite walked alone
toward his enemies. Whea the Philistines
saw him coming 1oward them, they
suddenly ¢hasged, shouting they were
going to mutilale and publicly display
his body.

Samson was caught a litde off-guard.
He thought that the Philistines had just

he dida't have a weapon. He looked for
something, just anything to defend
himself pgainst the Philistine onstaugh.
Sarnser Mectingly thought that maybe
the 3,000 men of Judah would back him,
Speculating  very long on that
inaprobabitity weuld be fatal, he thought,

Quickly looking for a weapon, the
Spiritof the Lord direcied Samson’s fine-
ol-vision lo see a fresh jawbone of a
donkey lying on the ground.

Ripht before the first helmercd
Philistine got te him, Samson grabbed
the jawbone laying in the dusl, Dodging
the altacker's lunge, the strongman
struck the soldier's helmet, killing him
inslantly.

Angered gl the murder ol his falien
comrade, another Philistine attacked the
strongman. Samson whacked him with
the jawbone, He too died instanily.

of an ass?

The mob ail quickly rushed him. One,
by one, by one, strongman Samson
struck the Philistines with the jawbone
of an ass.

The Spirit of 1the Lord lueled the
Dranite with power, speed, quickness and
dexterily. Just like ar elficient soldier,
Samson hit one Philistine right after
anotber, and then hit the next one.

In some instances, Samson's
makeshift weapon stashed through their
shicld, histing the lorse of the soldier
holding it and obfilerating his internal
organs. In other inslances the
strongan’s jawbone of an ass clobbered
the head ol the Philistine soldier,
eracking il open like a [raclored egg.

Not wanling 10 wasle unnccessary
movemenls because of dodging the
many sharp swords and spears that were
slashing and stabbing at him, Samson
cxpended one blow per saldier, slepping
over his crumpling dead body, then
bashing the next one.

Thae Spirit of the Lord cnabled 1he
former defender (o become the lone
atlacker. Beginning to retreat while
Samson advanced, the Philistines were
placed on the defensive, whose opponent
wiclded a jawbone of an ass rather than
brandishing a sword,

Because of Samson's speedy
counterattack, it didn'L take long for him
1o slay all £,000-armed Philistine men.

"With a dorkey's jowbone I have
made donkeys of them, With a donkey's
Jjawbone I have killed a thousand men,”
Samson boasted of the mighty viclory
at Ramgth Lehi.

Fears he will dic of thirst

Water was all strongman Samnson
craved after single-handily slaughtering
1,000 Philistincs at Ramath Lehi with
a juwhone of on nss,

Dead Philistines laid in heaps
everywhere, It was guict now. No
voices ciamored for his life. The
commation associated with battle
dissipated. Blood-splattered znd
swealy, Samson glanced around m the
lifeless bodies sirewn around him,

Samson craves water, fount comes from unlikely source

The Spiril ol the Lord, which cnabled
him 1o kill so many wilh a donkey's
bone, had yuickly departed. Samson felt
vielnerable and feared that il more
Philistines allacked now, he woulda't
have the steength o defend himself.

‘The long-haired Danite knell down on
his knees, OQut-ol-hreath and exhavsted,
Samsoen was stifl able to penerate just
enough strength {o pray,

“You have given your servant this
great victery, Must I now die ol thirst
and fall inte the hands of the

uneircumeised,” Samson managed Lo
ulter with his cracked, parched lips.

The Lord God Almighly instantly
heard Samsor’s prayer. Miraculously,
water began Lo trickle from an unlikely
saurce. From a hollow opening of the
sgme jawbone of an ass which Samson
wiclded as a weapon, ceol refreshing
water now [lowed.

Samson moistened his lips and
drank from the fountain flowing from
the jawbane. Washing his face, Samson

{Continued on Page 4, Cofumin 1)
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Strongman Samson removes Gaza’s gate;
Carries it 35 miles to Hebron on shoulders

Amazing act ranks with
one of strongman’s
greatest physical feats

Strongman Samson removed Goza's
gale with his bare hands and carried it,
aleng with the two posts and bar
attachments, on his back 35 miles 10
Hebron.

The Gazites learned that Samson was
allracled to a prostilule in their city, They
surrounded the brothet where he ledged
and wailed fo ambush the strongman at
dawn. However, the long-haired Danite
foiled their assassination ploL.

“Samson seeimed 10 be sorelaxed and
comfortable when we wenl asleep so 1
was surprised thm he was gone when 1
awpke," snid the gaza prostitule, denying
any complicity with the conspiracy,

Samson probably crepl oul of the
prostitute’s room around midnight,
Philistine Iaw cnforcement officials
thearize. In the cover of darkness and
avolding detection, Samson left the
brathel and a few minutes tater, he was

engrossing o the sentrics and guards
alike, that no one didn't think lo persuc
and slay him. Heors tater, eyewitnesses
spetied Samson placing Gaza's gate at
the top of the hitt which faces Hebron,
Judab’s capital city.

T don’t know how much that gate weights, but it took several
men and oxen just to install it* — Philistine building engineer

sighted ot the Gaza gate,

In an awesome dispiay of supernatural
strength, the strongman wrenched with
his bare hands the brogze gate tvose —
bar and all, according 1o sentries who
witnessed the amazing feat. Hoisting the
heavy bronze gate and positicning it on
his shoulders, Samson carried it away.

The sight of sceing a man (ransport a
gate al night on his back was so

Why did Samson set Gaza's gale
lacing Hebron? Some speculate that he
was SLill resentfis] that the 3,000 men of
Judah participated in his arrest year's
carlicr rather than back him at Ramath
Lehi. 8o setling Gaza's gate facing
Hebron eould have symbolized his
displeasure for the men of Judnh's
passivity.

The men of Judah had outnuntbered

the Philistines’ 1,000 man posse three to
ane that day.

If the Spirit of the Lord hadn't falier
on him when He did, Samson would
have died and not slain so many with 2
Jjawbone of an nss?

The Gaza gate incident may aot have
cclipsed the single-handed siaughter of
1,000 Philistines at Ramath Lehi, but
remaving & heavy gate — nlong with the
assembly and carrying it vver rough
tesrain on his back 35 miles — certainly
does rank with one of Samson's greatest
feats.

“T den't know how much (hat gate
weighs, bul il touk several men znd oxen
jast Lo dnstall it," a Philistine buiiding
engineer spid while he was planning with
¢ivil authorities of consiructing a
makeshifl gate until 4 permanent one
wouid be replaced.

Delilah learns secret of Samson’s strength

Nazirite’s strength
associated with
strongman’s long hair

“The sceret of sirongman Samson’s
strength was the lengih of his hair, a
woman from the Sorek Valley learned
alier enticing the teng-kaired Danite.

When the five Locds of Philistia found
oul that strongman Samson fell in lave
with & woman from the Sorck Vatley
named Delilah, they approached her with
adeal.

“Sec if you can lure him inte showing
you the secret of his great strengih and
how we cat overpower him so we may
lic him vp and subdue him," the [ive
Lords asked the beautiful Philistine
woman, “Each one of us will give you
eleven hundred shekels of sitver”

Although Delilah knew Samson loved
her deeply, she didn®t feel that way
toward him. She might bave been
impressed witly Samsen's strength and
attracted Lo his seven-braided long hair,
bul Delilah viewed (he Phifisline Lords’
offer s an opporiunity lo become rich,

Eleven tundred shekels of silver
muhiplicd by five is a lot of money, she
thoughl, Anyway, she wasn’t going 10 be
killed by her own peaple, like Samsor's
first wife was. Deliluh agreed to the deat.

The mission wasn’teasy. Samson licd

three limes to Delifah when asked
confide in her.

“Tell me the secrel of your great
strength and how you ¢an be sied up and
subdued,” she asked the stcongman one
evening after an infimate candledight
dinnor.

Samson was a Httte amused by her
question and decided to play with her a
little. “Il anyone tics me with seven fresh
thongs that have not been dried, I'l1
hecome as weak as any other man,” the

“You have made a fool of me,”
Delilah yelled at the strongman,
embarrassed for being so gullible znd for
telling the Philistine Lords that she had
learned Samson's seeret, “You tied Lo
me.”

Delilah knew she wasn't going to gel
anywhere il she were upset, So she
calmed doswn and asked him later.

“Come now,” Delilall  suid
scduclively, pulling him gently close 1o
her, embracing the strongman with her

If wsy head were shaved, my strength wonld leave me,
and I would become as weak as any other man’
— strongman Samsoun to lemptress Delilah

strongsman told her mischievously,

‘The Philistine Lords brought Detilah
seven fresh thongs as Samson instrucled,
While men hid in the room, Delilah tied
the strengman with the seven [resh
thongs as he slepl.

“Sumson, the Philistines are upen
you,” Delilal: whispered to Samson in
his ear while he was awaking, Shontly
alter the Danile awoke, Samson realized
he was tied. He snapped the thongs as if
it was string near an open fire,

Sanson duped Delilzh and Delilah in
turn duped them, the Philistine Lords
murmured when they learned from the
men hiding in the temptress’ room whal
happened.

{Continted from Page 3, Column 4)

raised the jawbone over his head Lo
rinse the blood and sweat Iram his
seven-braided long hair 10 his feet.

‘The cool water refreshed his hot,
dehydrated body so much that the
Danite began to feel his spirit relurning.

Fortunately, no Philistines attacked
Samson while he shewered. Despite the
dead around him there was tranquility
and Samson felt the comlorting
presence of the Lord.

After Samsen completed showering,
the water which flowed from the
hollow place of the jawbone sudidenly
ceased. He looked inquisitively al the
jawbone belore discarding il

Moments earlicr Sumson used this

Water fount from unlikely source...

piece of donkey skeleton as a crude
wespon, What n mirnele — a fresh
jawbone of an ass which he just tossed
on the ground served as a weapon and
water faugel !

Emotionally moved and tharklul
that the Lord God Almighty satisfied
his thirst, Samson called the place
where he refreshed himself, En
Hakkore, which means "Ihe caller’s
fount.”

This site would be remembered
where the Lord God almighty heard
Samson's ¢ry and revived him with an
unlimited supply of water,

The leng-haired Danite would
remember this incident, the viclory and
he piace where it occurred Tor the
remainder of his life,

strong, solt arms. “Tell me how you can
be tied.”

Samson whispered in bier ear and said:
“II anyone lics me securely with new
ropes that have never been used, 1'11
become as weak a3 any other man.”

The templress siniled, Delilah thought
she hud him this time. No man ax over
resisted hier so.

Just like before, Delitah wailed for
Samson 1o fall asleep. She got new ropes
and tied the strongman with them, just
as he instructed hee. While men bid in
the room again, Delilah1old Samson e
the Philistines are upon him,

Agaln, Samson's instructions to
Delilah did not weaken him. He snapped
the ropes off his arms just as casy as il
they were threads.

Samson made a foel of Delilsh again.
She was livid. I} was jronie thal Delilab
was the one, not the long-haired Danite,
whao was {il te be tied!

“Until now, you have been making a
[eol of me and 3ying to me, Tell me how
you can be tied," she ingisted impaticntly.

Samson was rclually atiracted to the
anger, passion and charm ol Delilah,
This is what he liked and loved about
her. The Danile decided to play wilh the
allaring weman [rom Sorck Valley some
more,

“If you weave the seven braids of my
head inte the fabric on the loom and
tighten it witha pin, I'lf beeome as weak
as any other man," Samson replicd
convincingly.

This was an claborate procedore,
Delilah thought, reasoning that Samson
musl He telling the truth this time. She

pol the supplies nceded and when
Samson fell asieep, she ok his seven
braids, wove them irlo the fubric and
tighlened it with = pin,

“Sumsen, the Philistines are upon
you,” Delitah whispered to Sumson a
third time, belicving the Danite when he
told her that il she fellowed these
instructions ke would beceme like other
men,

Fecling her womanly wiles were
heginning to wear va Samson, Delilah
was anxicus for him to awake and when
he gid, to her shock and [rusisation
nothing happened, He pulled the pinand
the jeom ofl his braids and walked off
amused and unaffecied.

“How can you say, 'Tiove you,' when
you won't confide in me," Delilah
angrily shouled at Samson as he exited
her bedroom “This is the third lime you
have made a fool of me and haven't teld
me Ihse seerel of your great strength.”

Huuer after bour, day alier day, there
wias nonstop nagging and persisient
prodding, Just tike his Timrah wife,
Delilah perpetually pressured him.,
Cajoling, wemper lanirums, tears and
seduetien were the tools the emptress
cmployed.

Finally, Delilah gave Samson an
ultimatum. If' he wasn’t going e tell her
the secret of his strength, she'd leave
him,

Samson wasn't amused anymure. He
couldn’t stand the thought of being
without her. Delilah seemed 1o be very
serious abeut this ultimatum thing. He
fiazlly broke down and told her (he secret
of his power.

“No razor has ever been used on my
head,” he said, “becuuse T have been 2
Nazirite sel apart 1o God since my birth,
B my head were shaved, my strenglh
would leave me, and [ would become as
weak as any other man,”

Delilah knew this time Samson
leveled with her. She hadn’t heard about
this Nazirite swil’ belore. She tried 10
convinee (he Philistine Lerds tha she
had indeed learned the seerct of
Samson’s strength, bul it was dilficull.

“Come back once more,” Delitah
picaded 10 the Phifistines Lords, fecling
ltke the allegorical lad who “cried woll™*

{Continued on Page 5, Colunn 1)
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Secret learned...
(Conrinued from Page 4, Column 4)

so olters that when the real predator
appeared, no onc believed the boy.
*He has lold me everything,”

Once Deiilah convinced the
Phifistiae Lords that Samson had
reatiy leveled with her this time, she
reminded them not 1o fergel (o bring
the 5,500 shekels of silver.

Delilah drugged Samson and
while his head laid on her lap, a
Philistine barber cut the long-haireé
Danite's beautiful, seven-braided
hair.

“The Philistines are upon you,"
the 1empiress Delilah whispered 10
sieangman Samson as he awoke
from sleeping, with his shaven hair
strewn all over the fioor.

Samsen gol up, Just like he hud
done Lhree limes before, the
sirongman went oulside 1o shake
himself free just to ensure that his
strength was still with him,

Feeling lifeless, Samsen sensed
the anointing that was on his life
deparied and the Lord God Almighty
had withdrawn Himself,

Samson realized thal he had
kecome like other men. The Danite
didn’t know (hat the Lord cven
departed from him because he was
drugged. Suddenly ihe Philistines
cmerged from everywhere and
Jumped him. Strongmzn Samson
was subdued and his cyes were
gouged oul,

Bound with shackles, Samson
was taken to Gaza, the city whose
conspirators and sentrics witnessed
his greal strenglh when he removed
their gate. Authoritics released him
to the custody of Gaza's State
Penilentiary,

Blindman Samsan, the Nawirite
who had beteayed his vow for the
woman he loved but didn'tlove bim,
was given 1he lowliest assignmens of
grinding in the prison mill.
Meanwhile, Delilafi was paid ofl,

Dossier on Samson made public

Resigned to the Philistines rule over
them, the Istaclites assisted Lheir
conguerars in compiling a dossier on
strongman Samson alter the lempiress
Deiitah learned the secret of his power.

Who Samson is, where he came from
and what kind of person he is are the
probing questions the Philistines are
asking (he Israclites aboul their nemesis.

For aver 20 years while Samson was
“judge™ of Isracl, the sirongman has
staughiered a lot of Philistines and
destroyed their property.

Mury Philistine citizens have been
terrified of Samson or are curious aboul
him, the Philistine Lords reascned,
allowing the publishing of this once
classified repant.

According lo Samsonic legend a
godly messenper — referred by the
Israclites as an Anpel of the Lord — told
Maroah and his wife that their son will
be a Nuzirite, individunls commited (o
living a disciplined life,

After this angelie encounter, Samsan
was born to the Danite couple of Zorah.
His Hebrew nome means “sun™ or
“brightness,” Philistine inteliipence
officials discovered, Samson was the
radiant “sun™ or “brigliness” in their
lives because his mother, barren for
many years, was overjoyed aleaen from
this Godly messerger szboul her
impending pregnancy.

The only official record of Samson’s
childheod was that “the Lord biessed
bim and the Spiril of the Lord began
stir hin™ while he grew up in Mahanch
Dan, which is focated between Zorah and
Eshenot,

Even though Sumson was u special
child, fricnds and neighbors revealed
Philistine investigators that Father
Manosh and bis wile acknowledged
(belore their death) that like all people,
their son possessed negative character
Naws and positive atributes.

On the negative side, Samson
frequently disobeyed his paremis

{Editor'’s note: This fictitious
“dossier" report on stronguan Stmson
is bayed solely on a psychological
prafile, gleaned from official scriprural
records.)

(marrying the Timnsh maider) and he
was deceitful (giving honey {o his
parents from a bee hive without
disclosing that the five inhabited the
careass of o dead lien), He also lacked
sell-control (Irequenting prostilute's,
like the one in Gaza) and he lacked
discernmant {falling in love with Delilah,
which proved (o accelerale his demise).

Many observed that Samson allowed
his emolions et the best of him — a
sirength as well as o definile weskness,

Since Samson knew that he wasn’t
like everybody clse. The sirongman
seemed to live by his own set of rules,
friends and acquaintances say. This was
why no one chalieaged him wanting
marry a woman outside his race.

One Philistine psycheiogist opines
that Sumson was probably constanily
reminded how special he was, which
caused him to be somewhat egatistical.
Other's disagreed with this assessmens,
ohserving that Samson’s Nozirile status
didn’t “go to his head" after all.

One Israclite man told Phifistine
investigators that Samson's peers were
jealous ol his strength and consequently,
he didn’t have very many male friends.

Samson’s physical strength made him
very popular with the Iadies, The
Israclite women, siteacted o (e Danite’s
tong hair, ocked 10 him in droves.

Althougl Samson relished their
altention, he was more atiracied (o
Philistine women. Incapable of
discerning their ¢haracter, Samson had
s weakness for a Philistine gicl with a
pretty face. This led to his downfall.

On the positive side, Samson was 4
natural leader. Inlensely fearless, and
passionately loyal to his peeple, Samson
loved his Ged, The strangman gL very

angry when he saw an Israclite
mistreated. Although he wied 10 live up
10 his vow a5 o Nazirite, Samson was
unsuccessful,

Isracliles in this Nazizite sect couldn'y
cat feuit from the vine, drink wine ner
fermented drink, Philistine imefligence
officials learned. What puzzled
investigators was Samson's life-style, As
an Israclile hie didn't adhere Lo his
Naxirite oath.

For example, Israclite’s in gencral and
Nazirities in particulur were prokibited
from consorting with women outside
Lheir race, so Samsen's prelerence for
Philistine women was illegal, according
w laws codified by the lale Moses, the
Servant of the Lord.

Furthermore, Naziriles  were
prohibited from touchirg carcasscs.
Samson wag known (o have committed
this infraction on lwo known oceasions,
when he killed 2 lion with his bare hands
— laler caling honey from the bees hive
which inhabited the carcass - and when
he wielded & jawbone of an ass,
slghtering 1,000 men.

In nddition, Nazirites were prohibited
[rom drinking wine or fermentest drink,
Some Philistine eyewitnesses saw
Samson drinking during he seven-day
wedding reception al Timnah,

There is, however, an ciaborate
purification ritual tkat Samson probably
lellowed to restore him as 8 Nazirile in
good standing, Philistine religicus
scholars learned,

But the unforgivable infraction, which
was divalging 10 Delilah the real secret
of his power, was his hair — a#l seven
braids of it. A Nazitite was prohibiled
fromguiting their hair, Samson never got
a haircut ~ hence his nickname, the
seven-braided, tong-haired Danile,

Bul ss an Israclite “judge,” strongman
Samson was wetl-loved by his people.
Saome of his countrymen fondly refer him
as “the sword und shield of Tsrael,” TWe
Tesluuent Speclatar legrned,

Blindman Samson demolishes Dagon Temple

Pushes two middie
pillars with all
of his might

In a last acl of suicidal revenge,
blindmar Samson pushed the two middie
pillars of Dagon Temple, toppling the
rool and walls or thousands of
Philistines who came 10 see and mock
him at “The Samson Show,”

Aboul 3,000 peopic fell or were
crushed to death from the rool alone,
emergency response olficials estimated,

Inside the tempie the five Philistine
Lords, their invited guests, priesls and
thousand of other's dicd when the pillars,
walls as well as the people perched on
the roof, collapsed on them.

“The Samson Show" circus,
organized by the Philistine Lords to
sacrifice se Dagon (the natdon's fish god),
was ais0 inlendzd to celebrate blindman
Samson's caplure and honor the
tesmptress Delilah as the nation's saviour
and hero,

Forit was the alluring persistent wites
of the beautiful woman from the Sorek
Valicy who discovered the secret of
Samson's strength,

“Qur god has delivered our enemy
Samson inte our hands,” a poster read,
advertising 10 Philistine citizens in Gaza

and threughout the region w atend “The
Samson Show,” a speelacle that would
he heldt af the largest worship place in
ihe province.

Aller Dagon Temple's nmin section
reached capacity, the Philistine Lords
authorized that an additional 3,000 could
view “The Samson Show™ cireus [rom
the roof.

Begause of sceurity precautions,
special arrangemenis were made by
Guaza National Penilentiary’s (GNP)
Guards when they remanded Samson
inte the temporary cuslody of Temple
guards. who were less armed and

fumbled before them,

While some people jeered, joked and
Taughed at the blind prisoner, those who
were more religious and wanted 10 thank
a higher power, ¢redited Dagon for
templgess Delilah's suecess.

“Our god has delivered our cnemy
inlo our hands, the one who laid wasie
our land and multiplied our slain,” (he
Philistine people recited, praising their
fish god Dagon for capluring the long-
haired Danite from Zorah,

While the people drank they hegged
the Temple guards fo release Samson
from his cage so he could “entertain us,™

‘Ok God, please sfrengthen me just once more,
and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines
Jformy two eyes’— strongman Samson

experienced. His eyes gouged and hody
scarred from torlure, the Banite was
bound wigh bronze shackles.

Since the time of his arrest, biindman
Samson — 5o named by the Philistine
guards —— was given the lowliest
assignment of grinding at GNP's mill.

Those in the overflow section on the
roof who gota glimpse ol the ance prowd
“strongman” didn’t think Samson was
50 big and bad afler all.

Attendees were delighted to see
blindman Samson, humiliated and

“Boring, boring, boring,” they
chanied in unison, complaining to the
Philistine Lords and security puards that
it was plain “boring” just (0 see Samson
crouched in o cage.

Even though Samson was bling, GNP
guards didn't think that it would be a
good idea 10 release the blindman from
his cage, even though ateadees were
bored! They feared that something could
go wrong if he was released,

Nevertheless, the pressuse was on for
Samsen [ be released out in the open.

Once he was liberuied, the Philistines
made fin of him all the more. Aller
awhile, Samson requested  place (o rest.

“Put me where | can feel the piliars
that support the temple, so that T may
Tean against them,” Samsen said 10 the
servant who held his hand,

His hair growing lrom (he haircat
which took away his power, the
blindman was led to the two middle
pillars, which supported the temple,

“Oh Sovereign Lord, remember me,”
Samson was heard o have prayed o the
Lerd God Almighty. “Oh God, please
sirenglhen me just once more, and let me
with one blow get revenge on the
Philistines for my two cyes.”

Alter Samson requesied (hat he “die
with the Philistines” hie braced his right

and on one pillar and his Jelt hand on
the other, and pushed with all his mighs.

The fanfare, fun and frivolity of
thousards were sobered when Lhey saw
the middle pillars slowty dislodge from
its foundation. Before the guards could
step him, they, as well as everybody else,
was showered with debris and the entire
building collapsed.

There under the rubble of Dagon's
Temple, stroagman Samson, son of
Manoah of Zorah, died with se many of
his enemies who had come te see him at
“The Samson Show."
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Unfortunately, Strongman
Samson was but a weak man

Swongman Samsen, 3 man with a strong body yes
a weak character, performed 12 supernatural feats
during the 20-year period which he, according 1o The
Holy Bible, “judged Israel in the days of the
Philistines."”

He rent a lion, slew 30 Ashkelon men, lorched the
Philistine crops by trapping 300 foxes and lighting
fires 10 their Lails, attacked the Timnah men
viciously, siaughtered 1,000 Philistines with a
Jjawbone of an ass at Ramath Lehbi, earricd the Gaza
gate on his back 35 miles over rough terrain and
pushed the middie pillars of Dagon Temple, kitling a
building Iuil of men and women congregated on the
ingide angd 3,000 perched on the roof.

Additional Samsenic miracles included breaking
1wo new ropes before Ihe Ramath Lehi slaughier,
showering with water that Dowed so Nuidly from the
same jawbone of an ass which was used as a weapon
just momenis before, breaking Delilah’s seven green
cords, her new ropes and puelling the pin which she
wove in his seven braided hair.

11 srongman Samson were alive today, he would
have been very popular and successful. His
handsome appearance and fong hair would have
atracted many a heart throb aeress the pation and
indeed around the world.

Samsonic acelaim would have been translated to
positive inedia coverage, lucralive book deal(s), an
zbundaace ol talk show offers and for the young, o
comic book charaeter and/or the introductivn ol 2
product line of sirongman Samson loys.

Did strongman Samson, the son of Manoah of the
tibe of Dan, really fulfill his intended, divine
calling? The answer to this guestion is a probable
"“yes™ and perl:aps at the same Llime, a resousnding
“no

A probable "yes" because the prebirth mission of
Samson was to “hegin the deliverance of the
Israclites from the Philistines,” a messenger, later
identified as the Angel of the Lord, loretold a barren
woman [rom Zorah who ended upr to be Samson’s
Mother. Indeed, Samsenic deliverance was begun bul
nol eompleted.

A resounding *no” begause ol the time of
Samson's death ~- laniamownt (o suicidal revenge
when he sequested of God that he “die with the
Philistines” — the Isruclites’ condition hnd net
sigaificantly changed, Sure, thanks to Samser, there
were Iess Philistines than belore, but the Ismelite’s
encinies were still in charge of chings, something the
Lord God Almighty had not intended for His peope,

The word "deliverance,” delined as o liberale or
resene, invekes (he memory and exploits of three
other pre-Samsenic Biblical characlers.

Moses, the Servant of the Lord, “delivered” the
Hebrew slaves from the 430-years of slavery. Il took
ten God-induced plagues — alflicting people, nature
and animals alike — before Pharaoh finally released
the slaves, It also took Lhe parling of the Red Sea,
cnabling six million people to cross on dry ground
£2 miles 10 the other side, before “deliverance” was
actually completed.

Joshua son of Nan “delivered™ the Israclites from
the desert o a land flowing with milk and honey
when ke — starting with Jericho — conquered
Canaan.

Gideon, son of Foash of the Abjezrite ¢lan from
the tribe of Munasseh, "delivercd” the Istaclites from
Lhe Midsanites, Amalekiles and their Enstern Allies,
whom for seven previous years, attacked, sobbed and
plundered him and his people. The *Mighty Warrior"
~ called by the Angel of the Lord who
commigsioned the timid farmer — led 300 men
against a vastly superior force of 150,000!

Mases led the Israelites 10 Canaan, Joshua
congziered Caraan and for a time, Gideon extricated
Isracl's cnemics from Cangan — only for them e
return again, These three men, in addition to of
course Samson, are cited {among other heroes) in the
Hebrews, Chapter 11 "Hall of Fame” faith chapter.

Surc, as a onc-mman army, Samson killed a lot of
Philistines and perforned many incredible feats in
the process, But afler he demalished the Dagon
Temple, Philistines still secupied the wemitory which
the Lord God Almighty promised to the Danile's
patriarchs — Abraham, Isagc and Jacob.

Samson is the only one of the four whose exploils
were prophesicd prior Lo his birth, yel why was his
service 1o [he Israclites scemed to be more deficient
compared o that of Moses, Joshes and Gideon?

The Servant of the Lord, the son of Nun and the
son of Joash had a supporling casl,

It was Aaron who served as Moses” spokesman
and wiclded the stalf which inficted the 10 plagues
and parted the Red Sea. It was Joshua’s armed mea
who marched asound Jericho and fought in the
Canaan wars, IL was Gideon’s 300 men, divided into
theee, 100-men squads, who shouted: “A sword for
the Lerd and for Gideon,” blewing trumpets,
smashing jars and holding 1orches to illuminate sheir
noisy assauls.

Yet it was just sirongman Samsors, the Esraclites’
one man wrecking crew performing 12 superaatural
feats during the 20-ycar period he “judged” Isracl,
who acted alone, With the anointing on his life,
Samson could have done a lot moze if his inner
strenpth would have matched what he exeried
ootwardly,

In Samson we sce disobedience (marrying the
Timnah maiden) and deceil (giving honey 1o his
parents without telling them that it came from z bee
hive which inhabited a lion's careass), In Samson we
also see lust (visiting the Gaza prostitute [which
probabiy wasn't the frst time]) and naivete {falling
in love with the Timnah maiden and the dangerous
Delilah).

11 the Spirt of the Lord, who fell on Samsen te
perform these spectacular feats, was allowed (which
couldn't occur until Jesus Christ's death, resurrection
and ascension) to buitd ks characler, he would not
have heen disebedient, deceilful, frequented
prostituies or been sedueed by Delilah. 1 don't
belicve that it was God’s perfeet will for Samson 1o
lose his eyes, paving the way for his siicidal
revenge,

Samson's prebirth missien was to “begin the
deliverance of the Isracliles from the Philistines,”
beeause the Lord knew that unforunately strongman
Samson wouid be but o wesk man,

More died in Temple collapse than estimated

Three thousand casualtics on roof
doesn’t include victims in main section

Maore peaple died in the Dagon Temple disaster than
initially estimared, secording to Philisting officiats who
were busy counting the tasualties amidst the rins of
Gaza's largest worship place.

*We know there were 3,000 men and women on the
roof alone, but the precise number of Philistine citizens
watching ‘The Samson Show' in the main section is
unknown,” said a Philistine rescuer, supervising
cleanup aperations,

The five Philistine Lords called a sacrificial
celebration 10 Dagon, the nation's [ish god. Everyone
whitr was someong was invited in the Temple's main
[exor o see Samson, humbied and humiliated before
their geal, rulers and peeple,

I¢ was slanding room only in the Temple's main
section and many more Philistine citlzens wanted to
altend bus were initially denied eniry,

“The Philistine Lords authorized the Tempie roof
be used as an overflow section at the point when the
main seetion reached standing room onty,” & Temple
building official said. “So the ushers directed about
3,000 citizens to view “The Samson Show” from (he
roof.”

Eycs gouged, body scarred and humiliated, (he
Israclite prisoner, who stiil looked rather imposing

erouched in the cage, was brought to the Tempie.
Eventualiy sel free out in the open, Ssmson perlormed
te the delipht of severat housand allendees, who were
jeering, joking and toughing at the prisoner.

Part of the way doing the show, Samson was fed to
the arca between e Temple's two middle pillars, whick
supported the cntire buitding.

The erowd wasn't shreatened o see Samson lean on
the two pillars al all. Seme thought it was just part of
the show and laughed yet aii the more when he groped
and stombled kis way 10 his intended resting spot.

Culside the Temple, hopelul speciators could hear

‘T glad that I didn’t get here any earlier,
because I surely wonld have been one of
those unlucky ones on the roof”’

the uproarieus noisy lnughter and drunken derision of
the crowd. The latecamers wished they coutd view “The
Samson Show.”

Then everything became dealty guiet, The lfonfure,
fun and [rivolity of thousarnds were sobered when
strongman Szmson, his Bair growing Crom the haircut
which took away his power, pushed with all bis might
against the two Temple pillars.

Onee the pillars were slowdy dislodged from its
Toundation, the entire Temple imploded. Like a ¢hain
reaclion, the interior and exterior walls and pillars of

the building coltapscd and debris rained on everybody
inside.

Those denied ensry in “The Samsea Show" fel (he
building rumbie and then saw the mighty edifice
crumble like o house of eards, Many quickly ran from
the Temple site, just happy ko be alive.

“I'm glad that 1 didn’t get bere any carlier, because
1surely would have been one of those unlucky ones en
the roed,” an unidentificd Philistine maa remarked 10
TWlie Teslamerd Fpertuler . mourning the loss of fricnds
who did arrive early and weze granted entzy o “The
Samson Show,”

Builiding officials assured the Temple's structural
integrity and Philistine authorities confirmed that the
buildings collapse was aliributed to their nemesis,
strongmat Samson.

‘This total collapse of gaza's largest worship place
at the hands of sirongman Samsen killed more people
than when the Ipng-haired Danile was alive, according
1o scribes keeping track of Samson's death counl.

This disasier will indeed he remembered in the
annals of strongman Samson's grealest and most
speclacuiar exploits. Althaugh the Philistines mourned
the great loss of tife Jn the Dagon Temple disaster, they
were relieved 1hat Samson weuld no longer be around
10 torment them.

Samson's brother's und his Father's [amily recovered
his body. Bringing il back lrem Gaza they buried him
in a crypl between Zorah and Eshiaol.
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